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[Fair/ax MS 16 {vdlum, Bodl Lihr.\ leaf 130.] 
^ The booke of the Duchesse. 

[Stowe'i hand adds 'made by Gl«flfrey Chawcyer at tke requestor the duke of ianeastar : 
pitiouBly eomplayny nge the deathe of the sayd dutdiease / blanche / 'J 

[t* is for t with a eurl over it, n is for n).] 

IHaue grete wonder / be this lyghte 
How that I lyve / for day ne nyght© 
I may nat slepe / wel nygh noghf 

I have so many / an ydel thoght* 4 

Purely / for defaulte of slepe 
That by my trouthe / I take no kepe 
Of noo thinge / how hyt cometh or gootH 
Ne me nys no thynge / leve nor looth 8 

Al is ylyche goode / to me 
loy or sorowe / wherso hyt be 
flfor I haue felynge / in no thynge 

But as y t were / a mased thynge 1 2 

Alway in poynt / to falle a-dovufi 
fPor sorwful / ymagynacioun 
Ys alway hooly / in my mynde 

And wel ye woote / agaynes kynde 1 6 

Hyt were to lyven in thys wyse 
ffor nature / wolde nat suffyse 
To noon ertherly / creature 

Nat longe tyme / to endure 20 

With-oute slepe / and be in sorwe 
And I ne may / no nyghf ne morwe 
Slepe / and thys Melancolve * [* bo(U. ess ieave$ out iine$ 24—95. 
And di*ede I haue / for to dye 24 
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Defaulte of slepe / and hevynesso 

Hal£ [sleyne] my spirite / of quyknesse 

That I haue loste / al lusty-hede 

Suche fantasies / ben in myfi hede 28 

So I not what / is best too doo 

But men myght* axe me / why soo 

r^I may not Sleepe, and what me is n From here to UneQe, the wrUtna 
1^ it Quite late;} (Where ft-omTj 

But nathlee, whoe aske this 32 

Leseth his asking trewly 

My seluen can not tell why 

The southe, but trewly as I gesse 

I hold it be a sicknes 36 

That I haue suflfred this eight yeere 

And yet my boote is neuer the nere 

For there is phisicien but one peaf 130, back] 

That may me heale, but that is done 40 

Passe we ouer vntill efte 

That will not be, mote nodes be lefte 

Our first mater is good to kepe 

Soe when I sawe I might not slepe 44 

Til now late, this other night 

Vpon my bedde I sate vpright 

And bade one reche me a booko 

A Romaunce, and it me tok 48 

To rede, and driue the night away 

For me thought it beter play 

Then play either at Chesse or tables 

And in this boke were written fables 52 

That Clerkes had in olde tyme 

And other poets put in rime 

To rede, and for to be in mindo 

While men loued the lawe in kinde 50 

This boke ne speake, but of such thinges 

Of queues lines, and of kings 

And many other things smaUe 

Amonge all this I fonde a tale 60 
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That me thought a wonder thing. 

This was the tale : There was a king 

That hight Seyes, and had a wife 

The best that might beare lyfe 64 

And this quene hight Alcyone 

Soe it befill, thereafter soone 

This king woU wenden ouer see 

To tellon shortly, whan that he 68 

Was in the see, thus in this wise 

Soche a tempest gan to rise 

That iDrake her maste and made it fal 

And cleft ther ship, and dreint hem aU 72 

That neuer was founde, as it telles 

Borde ne man, ne nothing elles 

Eight thus this king Seyes loste his life 

"Now for to speake of Alcyone his wife 76 

This Lady that was left at home 

Hath wonder, that the king ne come 

Home, for it was a long terme 

Anone her herte began to yerne 80 

And for that her thought euermo 

It was not wele, her thought soe 

She longed soe after the king 

That certes it were a pitous thing 84 

To tell her hartely sorowfuU life 

That she had, this noble wife 

For him alas, she loued alderbeste 

Anone she sent bothe eeste and weste 88 

To seke him, but they founde nought 

Alas (quoth shee) that I was wrought 

And where my lord my loue be deed ? 

Certes I will neuer eate breede 92 

I make a uowe to my god here 

But I mowe of my Lord here. 

Soche sorowe this Lady to her toke 

That trewly I which made this booke] 96 
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1 Had suclie pittee / and suche ro wthe ^' ^Z^t'ni'be^ii ^«S^ 

To rede hir sorwe / that by my trowtfie 

I ferde the worse / al the morwe 

And aftir to thenkeii / on hir sorwe 100 

So whafi this lady / koude here noo worde 

That no man myght* / fynde hir lorde 

Ful ofte she swovned / and sayed ala» 

For sorwe / ful nygh woode she was 104 

Ke she konde / no rede but oofi 

But dovne on knees / she sate anooft 

And wepte / that pittee was to here 

A mercy / swete lady dere 108 

Quod she luno / hir goddesse 

Helpe me out / of thys di&tresse 

And yeve me grace / my lord to se 

Soone / or wete wher so he be 112 

Or how he fareth / or in what wise 

And I shal make / yowe sacrifise 

And hooly youres / become I shal 

With good wille / body hert and al 116 

And but thow wilte / this lady swete 

Sende me grace / to slope and mete 

In my slepe / somme certeyn swevefl 

Wher thorgh that I may / knowe evefl 120 

Whethir my lorde / be quyke / or ded 

With that worde / she henge dot^n the bed 

And felle A swowne / as colde as stoii 

Hyr womefi kaughf hir / vp anoofi 124 

And broghtefl hir / in bed al naked 

And she forweped / and for-waked 

Was wery / and thus the ded slepe 

Fil on hir / or she tooke kepe 1 28 

Throgh luno / that had herde hir bone 

That made hir / to slepe sone 

For as she prayede / ryght* so was done 

In dede / for luno ryght* anone 132 
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Called thus / hir messagere Ci<»f ui, back] 

To doo hir erande / and he come nere 

Whan he was come / she bad hym thus 

Go bet- quod luno / to Morpheus 136 

Thou knowest hym wel / the god of slepe 

Now vnderstonde wel / and take kepe 

Sey thus on my halfe / that he 

Go faste / in-to the grete se 140 

And byd hym / that on al thynge 

That he take vp / Seys body the kynge 

That lyeth ful pale / and no thynge rody 

Bud hym crepe / in-to the body 144 

And doo hit goon / to Alchione 

The queue ther she / lyeth allone 

And shewe hir shortly / hit ys no nay 

How hit was dreynt / thys other day 148 

And do the body / speke ryght* soo 

Ryght* as hyt was / woned to doo 

The whiles that hit / was a ly ve 

Goo now faste / and hye the blyve 152 

This messager / toke leve and went 

Vpoii hys wey / and never ne stent 

Til he come / to the derke valey 

That stant betwex / Eoches twey 156 

Ther neuer yet / grew come ne gras 

Ne tre ne noghf / that oughte was 

Beste ne man / ne noght* elles 

Save ther were / a fewe welles 160 

Came rennynge / fro the clyffes a-dot^u 

That made a dedely / slepynge sown 

And Eonnefi down / ryghf by a cave 

That was vnder / a rokke y-grave 164 

Amydde the valey / wonder depe 

There these goddys / lay and slepe 

Morpheus / and Eclympasteyre 

That was the god / of slepes eyre 168 
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That depe and did / noon other werke [leaf im] 

This cave was / also as derke 

As helle pitte / ouer al a-boute 

They had good leyser / for to route 172 

To envye / who myght* slepe heste 

Somwe henge her chyn / vpon hir breste 

And slept vpryght* / hir hed y-hedde 

And Bomme lay naked / in her bedde 176 

And slepe whiles / the dayes laste 

This messager / come fleynge faste 

And cried .0. how / arwake anoon 

Hit was for noghf / there herde hym nofl 180 

A-wake quod he / whoo ys lythe there 

And blew his home / lyghf in here heere 

And cried a-waketh / wonder hye 

This god of slepe / witfi hys ofi ye 184 

Caste vp / and axed / who clepeth there 

Hyt am I / quod this messagere ? 

luno bad / thow shuldest goofi 

And tolde hym / what he shulde doofl 188 

As I have tolde yow / here to-fore 

Hyt ys no nede / reherse hyt more 

And went hys wey / whan he had sayede 

Anoon this god / of slepe a-brayede 192 

Out of hys slepe / and gafl to goon 

And dyd as he / had bede hym doon 

Tooke vp the dreynt / body sone , 

And bare hyt forth / to Alchione • 196 

Hys wife the queue / ther as she lay 

Ryghf.even a quarter / before day 

And stood ryghf / at hys beddys fete 

And called hir / ryght* as she hete 200 

By name and sayede / my swete wyfe 

A-wake J let be / your sorwful lyfe 

For in your sorwe / there lyth no rede 

For certes swete / I am but dede 204 
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Ye shiil me never / on lyre y-se [leaf i82, i»ck] 

But good swete liert / that ye 

Bury my body / for suche a tyde 

Ye mowe hyt fynde / the see besyde 208 

And fare-wel swete / my worldes blysse 

I pray god / youre sorwe iysse 

To lytel while / oure blysse lasteth 

With that hir eyen / vp she casteth 212 

And sawe noght* / alias quod she for sorwe 

And deyede wil^ifi / the thridde morwe 

But what she sayede more / in that sorowe 

I may not telle yow / as nowe 216 

Hyt were to longe / for to dwelle 

My first matere / I wil yow telle 

Wherfore I have / tolde this thynge 

Of Alchione / and Seys the kynge 220 

For thus moche / dar I say welle 

I had be dolven / euerydelle 

And ded ryghf thorgh / defaulte of slepe 

Yif I ne had redde / and take kepe 224 

Of this tale / next before 

And [I] woP telle yow / wherfore [Uwul ia<tt. 688,^^^11*3 

For I ne myght* / for bote ne bale 

Slepe or I had / redde thys tale 228 

Of this dreynte / Seys the kynge 

And of the goddis / of slepynge 

Whan I had redde / thys tale wel 

And ouer loked hyt / euerydel 232 

Me thoghf wonder / yf hit were so 

For I had neuer / herde speke or tho 

Of* noo goddis / that koude make 

Mefl to slepe / ne for to wake 236 

For I ne knewe / never god but oon 

And in my game / I sayede anooii 

And yet me lyst / ryght* euel to pley 

Rather then that / y shulde dey 240 
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Thorgti defaulte / of slcpyngo tlius [taif mi 

I wolde yive thilke / ^forpheus 

Or hys goddesse / danio Iudo 

Or 8om7;te wight* ellis / I ne roghf who 244 

To make mo Blcpo / and have some reste 

I wil yive hym / the alder beste 

Yifto / that euer / he abode hys lyve 

And hero onwarde / ryght* now as blyve 248 

Yif ho wol make / me slope a lyte 

Of downo of pure / dowves white 

1 wil yif hym / a feder bedde 

liaycd with golde / and ryght* wel cledde 252 

III fyne blak satyn / de owter mere 

And many a pelowe / and euery here 

( )f clothe of reynes / to slope softe 

Ilym thar not node / to tumen ofte 256 

And I wol yive hym / al that fallys 

To a chambre / and al hys hallys 

I wol do poynto / with pure golde 

And tai)itc hem / ful many folde 260 

( )f 00 Bute / tliis shal ho haue 

Yf I wisto where / wore hys cave 

Yf ho kafl make / me slope sone 

As did the goddosso / quone Alchione 264 

And thus / tliis ylko god Morpheus 

May Wynne of me / moo fees thus 

Thafl euer he wanne / and to luno 

That ys hys goddesse / I shal soo do 268 

I trow that she / shal holde hir payede 

I hadde vnneth / that worde y-sayode 

Ryghf thus I have / tolde hyt yow 

That sodeynly / I nyste how 272 

Suche a luste / anoofi me tooke 

To slepe / that ryghf vpofi my booke 

Y ill aslope / and therwith evone 

Me motto so ynly sweto / a swevone 276 
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So wonderful / that neuer yitte 

Y trow no man / had the wytte 

To konne wel / my sweven rede [leaf iss, back] 

Ko not loseph / with-oute drede 280 

Of Egipte / ho that red so 

The kynges / metynge pharao 

No more than koude / the lest of v» 

Ne nat skarsly / Macrobeus 284 

He that wrote / al thavysyon 

That he mette / kynge Scipion 

The noble man / the affrikan 

> suche marvayles / fortuned than '^'S'',?!f AS* f^***' 1^\, ?^' 

*' ' 638, lfl\&t bk, leavet a blank too J} 

I trowe a-rede / my dremes even 289 

Loo thus hyt was / thys was my sweven 
'E thoght* thus / that hyt was May 
And in the dawnynge / I lay 292 

Me mette thus / in my bed al naked 

And loked forth / for I was waked 

With smale foules / a grete hepe 

That had AflTrayed me / out of my slepe • 296 

Thorgh noyse and swettenesse / of her songe 

And al me mette / they sate a-monge 

Vpofi my chambre / roofe wyth-oute 

Vpon the tyles / ouer al a-boute 300 

And songe enerjch / in hys wyse 

The moste solempne / seruise 

By noote / that euer mafi y trowe 

Had herde / for somrwe of hem songe lowe 304 

Somme high / and al of oon aoorde 

To telle shortly / att oo worde 

Was neuer harde / so swiete a stevefl 

But hyt had be / a thynge of heveft 308 

So mery a sovne / so swete entewnes 

That certes / for the tovne of tewnes 

I nolde but I / had herde hem synge 

For al my chambre / gan to rynge 312 



10 DBTHE OP BLAUXCHE. FAIRFAX MS 16. 

Thorgfe syngynge / of her Armonye 

For Instrument / nor melodye 

Was nowhere herde / yet halfe so sweto 

Nor of a-corde / halfe so mete 316 

For ther was noofi of hem that feyned De*f i»*3 

To synge / for eche of hem hym peyned 

To fynde out / of mery crafty notys 

They ne spared / not her throtys 320 

And soothe to seyfi / my chambre was 

Ful wel depeynted / and with glas 

Were al the wyndowes / wel y-glasyd 

Ful clere / and nat an hoole y-crasyd 324 

That to be-holde / hyt was grete loye 

For holy al / the story of Troye 

Was in the glasynge / y-wroght thus 

Of Ector / and of kynge Priamus 328 

Of Achilles / and of kynge lamedofl 

And eke of Medea / and of lasofl 

Of Paris / Eleyne / and of lavyne 

And alle the wallys / with colouris fyne 332 

Were peynted / bothe text and glose 

And al the Romaunce / of the Rose 

My wyndowes were / shette echon 

And throgh the glas ./ the sonTze shofi 336 

Vpofi my bed / with bryght bemys 

With many glade / gilde stremys 

And eke the welkefi / was so faire 

Blew bryght* clere / was the ayre 340 

And ful attempre / for sothe hyt was 

For nother to colde / nor hoote yt was 

Ne in al the welkene / was a clowde 

And as I lay thus / wonder lowde 344 

Me thoght* I herde / an hunte blowe 

Tassay hys home / and for to knowe 

Whether hyt were clere / or horse of sovne 

And I herde goynge / bothe vp and dovne 348 
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Men / hors / hoimdes / and other thynge 

And al men speke / of huntynge 

How they wolde slee / the hert witfe strengthe 

And how the hert / had vpoii lengthe 352 

So moche embosed / y not now what [leaf 134, back] 

Anoon ryght* / whafi I herde that 

How that they wolde / on huntynge goon 

I was ryght* glad / and vp anoon 356 

Tooke my hors / and forthe I went 

Out of my chambre / I never stent 

Til I come / to the felde withoute 

Ther ouertoke y / a grete route 360 

Of huntes / and eke of foresterys 

With ma[n]y^ Relayes / and lymerys p many. sodi. eas] 

And hyed hem / to the forest faste 

And with hem / so at the laste 364 

I asked oon / ladde A lymere 

Say felowe whoo / shal hunte here 

Quod I / and he answered ageyn 

Syr / themperour / Octouyen 368 

Quod he / and ys here fast by 

A goddys halfe / in goode tyme quod I 

Go we faste / and gan to ryde 

Whafi we came to the forest syde 372 

Eueiy mafi / didde ryght* anoon) 

As to huntynge / fille to doon 

The mayster hunte / anoon fote hote 

With a grete home / blewe thre mote 376 

At the vncoupylynge / of hys houndys 

Withynne a while / the herte founde ys 

I-halowed / and rechased faste 

Longe tyme and so / at the laste 380 

This hert Rused / and staale away 

Fro alle the houndes / a prevy way 

The houndes had / ouershette hym alle 

And were vpon / a defaulte y-falle 384 
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Therwytfe the hunte / wonder faste 

Blewe a forleygne / at the last« 

I was go walked / fro my tree 

And as I went / ther came by mee 388 

A whelpe that ffavned me / as 1 stoode peftf is6] 

That hadde y-folowed / and koude no goode 

Hyt come and crepte / to me as lows 

Ryght* as hyt had / me y-knowe 392 

Hylde douw hys hede / and ioyned hys erys 

And leyde al smothe / doun hys herys 

I wolde haue kaughf hyt / and anoofl 

Hyt fled / and was fro me goofl 39G 

And I hym folwed / and hyt forthe went 

Dovne by a floury / grene went 

Ful thikke of gras / ful softe and swete 

With flourys fele / faire vnder fete 400 

And litel vsed / hyt semed thus 

For both Flora / and Zephirus 

They two that make / floures growe 

Had made her dwellynge / ther I trowe 404 

For hit was / on to be-holde 

As thogh therthe / envye wolde 

To be gayer / than tlie hevefl 

To have moo floures / swche sevofl 408 

As in the walkene / sterris bee 

Hyt had forgete / the pouertee 

That wynter thorgh / hys colde morwes 

Had made hyt suflre / and his sorwes 412 

AH was for-getefl / and that was sene 

For al the woode / was waxen grene 

Swetnesse of dewe / had made hyt waxe 

Hyt ys no nede / eke for to axe 416 

Where there were many / grene greves 

Or thikke of trees / so ful of leves 

And eue?y tree / stoode by hym selve 

Fro other wel / tene fete / fro other twelve 420 
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So grete trees / so huge of streng[t]fee 

Or fourty fifty / fedme lengths 

Clene withoute bowgH / or stikke 

With croppes bothe / and eke as thikke 424 

They were nat / an ynche a sonder 

That hit was shadewe / ouer al vnder 

And many an) herte / and many an hynde 

Was both before me / and be-hynde 428 

Of fovnes / sowres / bukkes / does [leaf iss, back] 

Was ful the woode / and many Eoes 

And many sqwirels / that sete 

Fnl high / vpon the trees and ete 432 

And in hir maner / made festys 

Shortly hyt was / so fill of bestys 

That thogh Argus / the noble covnter 

Sete to rekene / in hys counter 43G 

And rekene / with his figuris ten 

For by tho figuris / mowe al ken 

Yf they be crafty rekene / and novmbre 

And tel / of euery thinge the nowmbre 440 

Yet shulde he fayle / to rekene evene 

The wondres me mette / in my swevene 

But forth they Eomed / ryght* wonder faste 

Dovne the woode / so at the laste 444 

I was war / of a mafi in blak tnota in marain.i 

That sete / and had turned his bak 

To an ooke / afi huge tree 

lorde thogh[t]^ I / who may that be p thought, sodi. ess] 448 

What* ayleth hym / to sitten here 

Anoofl ryght* / I went nere 

Thafi founde I sitte / evefl vpryght* 

A wonder wel / farynge knyghf 452 

By the maner / me thoghf soo 

Of good mochel / and ryght* yonge thorto 

Of the age / of foure and twenty ^ yere ^'^"^^ViSf ^' ^^^' 

Vpofl hys berde / but lytel here 466 
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And he was / clothed al in blake 

I stalked oven / vnto hys bake 

And there I stoode / as stille as ought* 

That soth to saye / he sawe me nought* 460 

For why he henge / hys hede adovne 

And with a dedely / sorwful sovne 

He made of Ryme / .x. vers or twelfe 

Of a compleynt / to hym selfe 464 

The moste pitee / the moste rowthe 

That euer I herde / for by my trowthe [leaf ise} 

Hit was gret wonder that nature 

Myght* suffre / any creature 468 

To haue suche sorwe / and be not ded 

Ful petuose pale / and no-thynge red 

He sayed a lay / a maner songe 

With-oute noote / withoute songe 472 

And was thys / for ful wel I kafl 

Reherse hyt ryght* / thus hyt begafl 

IT I have of sorwe / so grete wone iThaKnigMtLavi 

That loy gete I / never none 476 

Now that I see / my lady bryght* 

Which I have loved / with al my myght* 

Is fro me ded / and ys a-goofl 

[ rwgapintheMS.^'^^'^i^'^^:^^''-""'- 

IT Alias dethe / what ayleth the 

That thou noldest / haue taken me 

Whan thou toke / my lady swete 

That was so faire / so freshe so fre 484 

So goode that men / may wel se 

Of al goodonesse / she had no mete lEnd of the Lay] 

IT Whafi he had made thus / his complaynt 

Hys sorwful hert / gan faste faynt 488 

And his spiritis / wexefl dede 

The bloode was fled / for pure drede 

Dovne to hys hert / to make hym warme 

For wel hyt feled / the hert had harme 492 
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To wete eke why / hyt was a-drad 

By kynde / and for to make hyt glad 

For hit ys membre / principal 

Of the body / and that made al 496 

Hys hewe chaunge / and wexe grene 

And pale / for ther noo bloode ys sene 

In no maner / hym of hys 

Anoon therwith / whan y sawgh this 500 

He ferde thus euel / there he sete 

I went and stoode / ryght* at his fete 

And grette hym / but he spake noght* 

But argued / with his ovne thoght* 504 

And in hys wytte / disputed faste [leaf ise, back] 

Why and how / hys lyfe myght* laste 

Hym thought* hys sorwes / were so smerte 

And lay so colde / vpon hys herte 508 

So throgh hys sorwes / and hevy thoghf 

Made hym / that he herde me noght* 

For he had wel nygh / loste hys mynde 

Thogh .Pan. that men / clepe the god of kynde 512 

Were for hys sorwes / neuer so wrothe 

IT But at the last / to sayii ryght* sothe 

He was was war of me / how y stoode 

Before hym / and did of myn hoode 516 

And had ygret hym / as I best koude 

Debonayrly / and no thyng lowde 

He sayde I prey the / be not wrothe 

I herde the not / to seyn the sothe 520 

Ne I sawgh the not / syr trewly 

A good sire / no fors quod y 

I am ryghf sory / yif I have oughte 

Destroubled yow / out of your thoughte 524 

For-yive me / yif I have mys-take 

Yis thamendys / is lyght* to make 

Quod he / for ther lyeth noon ther-to 

There ys no thynge / myssayde nor do 528 

CHAUCER MI. 2 
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Loo / how goodely spake thys knyghte 

As hit had be / a-nother wyghte 

He made hyt nouther / towgh ne queynte 

And I sawe that / and gan me^ aqueynt neto«w] 532 

Wit6 hym / and fonde hym so tretable 

Eyght* wonder skylftil / and resonable 

As me thoght* / for al hys bale 

A-nooQ ryghf / I gan fynde a tale 636 

To hym / to loke wher I myghf oughte 

Haue more knowynge / of hys thoughte 

Sir qiiod I / this game is doofi 

I holde that this / hert be goofi 540 

These huntys / konne hym nowher see 

Y do no fors / therof quod he 

My thought* ys there-on / neuer a dele 

Be oure lorde quod I / y trow yow wele leaf unrj 

Eyght* so me thenketh / by youre chere 

But sir 00 thyng / wol ye here 

Me thynketh in grete sorowe / I yow see 

But certys sir / yif that yee 548 

Wolde ought* discure me / youre woo 

I wolde as wys / god helpe me soo 

Amende hyt / yif I kaii or may 

Ye mowe prove hyt / be assay 552 

For by my trouthe / to make yow hool 

I wol do alle / my power hool 

And telleth me / of your sorwes smerte 

Paraventure hyt may / ease youre herte 556 

That semeth ful soke / vnder your syde 

With that he loked / ofi me asyde 

As who sayth nay / that wol not be 

Graunt mercy / goode frende quod he 560 

I thanke the / that thow woldest soo 

But hyt may never /the rather be doo 

No man may / my sorwe glade 

That maketh my hewe / to fal and fade 564 
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And hath myn vnderstondynge / lome 

That me ys woo / that I was borne 

May noght* make / my sorwes slyde 

I^"oughf al the remedyes / of Ovyde 568 

Ne Orpheus / god of melodye 

Ne Dedalus / with his playes slye 

Ne hele me may / noo phisiciefi 

Noght* ypocras / ne Galyen 672 

Me ys woo that I lyve / oures twelve 

But whoo 80 wol / assay hym selve 

Whether his hert / kafi haue pitee 

Of any sorwe / lat hym see me 576 

Y wrechcH that deth / hath made al naked 

Of al blysse / that ever was maked 

y worthe worste / of al wyghtys 

That hate my dayes / and my nyghtys 580 

My lyfe my lustes / be me loothe 

For al welfare / and I be wroothe Deaf is?, back] 

The pure deth / ys so ful my foo 

That I wolde deye / hyt wolde not soo 584 

For whafl I folwe hyt / hit wol flee 

I wolde haue hym / hyt nyl nat me 

This ys my peyne / wy thoute rede 

Alway deynge / and be not dede 588 

That Thesiphus / that lyeth in helle 

May not of more / sorwe telle 

And who so wiste alle / be my trouthe 

My sorwe / but he had rowthe 592 

And pitee / of my sorwes smerte 

That man hath / a fendely herte 

For who so seeth me / firste on morwe 

May seyfi / he hath mette with sorwe 596 

For y aa sorwe / and sorwe ys y 

IT Alias / and I wol tel the why 

My sorowe ys turned / to pleynynge 

And al my lawghtre / to wepynge 600 
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My glade thoghtys / to hevynesse 

In travayle / ys myn ydelnesse 

And eke my reste / my wele is woo 

My goode ys harme / and euer moo 604 

In wrathe ys turned / my pleynge 

And my delyte / in-to sorwynge 

Myn hele ys turned / in-to sekeenesse 

In drede ys al / my sykemesse 608 

To derke ys turned / al my lygbte 

My wytte ys foly / my day ys nyghte 

My love ys hate / my slepe wakynge 

My merthe and meles / ys fastynge 612 

My couwtenaunce / ys nycete 

And al abawed / where so I be 

My pees / in pledynge and in werre 

Alias how myght* I / fare werre 616 

My boldenesse / ys turned to shame 

For fals Fortune / hath pleyde a game 

Atte the chesse with me / alias the while [noto in martM 

The trayteresse fals / and ful of gyle [leaf iss] 

That al behoteth / and no thyng halte 

She gethe vpryght* / and yet she is halte 

That baggeth foule / and loketh faire 

The dispitouse / debonaire 624 

That skometh many / a creature 

An ydole / of fals portrayture 

Ys she / for she wol sofle vaxiefi 

She is the Mowstres / bed y-wriefl 628 

As fylthe / over y-strawed with flouris 

Hir moste worshippe / and hir flourys 

To lyen / for that ys byr nature 

With-oute feythe / lawe or mesure 632 

She ys fals / and euer lawghynge 

"With one yghe / and that other wepynge 

That ys broght* vp / she sette al douw 

I lykne hyr / to the Scorpiou/i 636 
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That ys a fals / flateyrynge beste 

For with his hede / he maketh feste 

But al amydde / hys Flaterynge 

With hys tayle / hyt wol stynge 640 

And envenyme / and so wol she 

She ys / thenvyouse charite 

That ys ay fals / and semeth wele 

So turnetil she / hyr fals whele 644 

Aboute / for hyt ys no thynge stable 

Now by the fire / now at table 

For many oon / hath thus she yblent 

She ys pley / of enchauntement 648 

That semeth ooii / and ys not soo 

The fals thefe / what hath she doo 

Trowest thou by oure lorde / I wol the sey [nota in marain] 

At the chesse with me / she gaii to pley 652 

With hir fals draughtes / dyvers 

She staale ofi me / and toke my fers 

And whan I sawgh / my fers away 

Alias I kouthe / no lenger play 656 

IT But seyde fare-wel / swete y-wys [ieafi38,back] 

And fare-wel al / that ever ther ys 

Ther-with fortune / seyde chek here 

And mate / in the myd poynt / of the chekkere 660 

With a povne / errante alias 

Ful craftier / to pley she was 

Than Athalus / that made the game 

First of the chesse / so was hys name 664 

But god wolde I had / oones or twyes 

Y-konde and knowe / the leupardyes 

That kowde the Greke / Pictagoras 

I shulde haue pleyde / the bet at ches 668 

IT And kept my fers / the bet ther-by 

And thoght* wherto / for trewly 

I holde that wysshe / nat worthe A stree 

Hyt had be neuer / the bet for me 672 
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For fortune kafi / so many a wyle 

Ther be but fewe / kaii hir begile 

And eke she ys / the lasse to blame 

My selfe I wolde / haue do the same 676 

Before god / as I be as she 

She oght* the more / excused be 

For this I say yet / more ther-to 

Had I be god / and myghte haue do 680 

My wille whafi she / my fers kaught* 

I wolde have drawe / the same draught* 

For also wys / god yive me reste 

I dar wel swere / he tooke the beste 684 

But throgh that draught* / I haue lome 

My blysse alias / that I was borne 

For euermore / y trowe trewly 

For al my wille / my luete holly 688 

Ys turned / but yet what to doone 

Be oure lorde / hyt ys to deye soone 

For no thynge / I leve hyt noghf 

But lyve and deye / ryght* in this thoghf 692 

For there nys planete / in firmament 

Ne in ayre / ne in erthe / noofi element 

That they ne yive me / a yifte echofl D«kf iw] 

Of wepynge / whafi I am allofl 696 

For whan that I / aviso me wel 

And be-thenke me / euery del 

How that ther lyeth / in rekenynge 

Inne my sorwe / for no thynge 700 

And how ther levyth / noe gladnesse 

May glad me / of my distresse 

And how I haue / loste suffisance 

And ther-to I haue / no plesance 70 i 

Than may I say / I haue ryght* noght* 

And whan al this / falleth in my thoghf 

Alias than am I / ouercome 

For that ys doofi / ys not to come 708 
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I haue more sorowe / than Tantale 

And whan I herde / hym tel thy& tale 

This pitously / as I yow telle 

Vnnethe myght* y / lenger duelle 712 

Hyt dyd myn hert / so moche woo 

A goode sir quod I / say not soo 

Haue somme pitee / ofi your nature 

That formed yow / to creature 716 

Remembre yow / of Socrates 

For he ne counted / nat thre strees 

Of noght* that fortune / koude doo 

No quod he / I kan not soo 720 

Why so good syr / yis parde quod y 

Ne noght* soo / for trewly 

Thogh ye had loste / the ferses twelve 

And ye for sorwe / mordred your selve 724 

Ye sholde be dampned / in this caa 

By as goode ryght* / as Medea was 

That slowgh hir childrefi / for lason 

And Phyllis also / for Demophon 728 

Henge hir selfe / so weylaway. 

For he had broke / his terme day 

To come to hir / another rage 

Had Dydo the queue / eke of Cartage 732 

That slough hir selfe / for Eneas 

Was fals / which a foole she was peariaG, back] 

And Ecquo died / for Narcisus 

Nolde nat love hir / and ryghf thus 736 

Hath many another / foly doofi 

And for Dalida / died Sampsofl 

That slough hym-selfe / with a pilera 

But ther is no man / a lyve here 740 

Wolde for a fers / make this woo 

Why so quod he / hyt ys nat soo 

Thou woste ful lytel / what thou menyst 

I haue loste more / than thow wenyst 744 
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loo / she that may be quod y 

Good sir telle me / al hooly 

In what wyse / how / why / and wherfore 

That ye have thus / youre blysse lore 748 

Blythely quod he / come sytte adoofl 

I telle hyt the / vp a condicion 

That thou shalt / hooly with al thy wytte 

Doo thyn entent to herkene hitte 752 

Yis syr / swere thy trouthe ther-to 

Gladly / do thanne / holde here lo 

I shal ryght* blythely / so god me save 

Hooly / with al the witte I have 756 

Here yow / as wel as I kaa 

A goddys halfe quod he / and began 

Syr quod he / sith firste I kouthe 

Haue any maner wytte / fro youthe 760 

Or kyndely / vnderstondynge 

To comprehende / in any thynge 

What love was / in myfi ovne wytte 

Dredeles / I haue ever yitte 764 

Be tributarye / and yive rente 

To love hooly / with goode entente 

And throgh plesaunce / become his thralle 

With good wille / body hert and alle 768 

Al this I putte / in his servage 

As to my lorde / and did homage 

And ful devoutely / 1 prayed hym to pear i40] 

he shulde besette / myn hert so 772 

That hyt plesance / to hym were 

And worshippe / to my lady dere 

And this was longe / and many a yere 

Or that myfi herte / was set o where 776 

That I did thus / and nyste why 

I trowe hit came / me kyndely 

Peraventure / I was therto moste able 

as a white walle / or a table 780 
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For hit ys redy / to cachche and take 

Al that men wil / theryn make 

Whethir so men / wil portrey or peynt 

Be the werkes / never so queynt 784 

IT And thilke tyme / I ferde ryght* so 

I was able / to have lerned tho 

And to haue kende / as wel or better 

Paraunter / other Arte or letre 788 

But for love came firste / in my thoghf 

Therfore / I forgate hyt noghf 

I ches love / to my first crafte 

Therfore hit ys / with me lafte 792 

For why I toke hyt / of so yonge age 

That malyce / had my corage 

Nat that tyme turned / to no thynge 

Thorgh to mochel / knowlachynge 796 

For that tyme / yowthe my maistresse 

Gouemed me / in ydelnesse 

For hyt was / in my first youthe 

And thoo ful lytel / goode y couthe 800 

For al my werkes / were flyttynge 

That tyme / and al my thoght* varyinge 

Al were to me / ylyche goode 

That I knewe thoo / but thus hit stoode 804 

IT Hit happed that I came / on a day 

In-to a place / ther that I say 

Trewly the fayrest / companye 

Off Ladyes / that euere mafl with ye peaf i40,back] 

Had seen to-gedres in oo place 

Shal I clepe hyt / happe other grace 

That broght me there / nay but Fortune 

That ys to lyen / ful comvne 812 

The fals trayteresse / peruers {nota in margin] 

God wolde I koude / clepe hir wers 

For now she worcheth / me ful woo 

And I wol tel sone / why soo ' 81 G 
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IF Amonge these ladyes / thus ecliofi 

Soth to seyfi / y sawgh oon 

That was lyke / noofi of the Route 

For I dar swere / withoute doute 820 

That as the somerys / sonwe bryghte 

Ys fairer clerer / and hath more lyghte 

Than any other / planete in hevene 

The moone / or the sterres sevene 824 

For al the worlde / so had she 

Sunnouwtede / hem / al of beaute 

Of maner / and of comelynesse 

Of stature / and of so wel sette gladnesse 828 

Of godelyhede / and so wel bensey 

Shortly / what shal y sey 

By god / and by halwes twelve 

Hyt was my swete / ryght* al hir selve 832 

She had so stedfaste / countenaunce 

So noble porte / and meyntenaunce 

And love that had wel / herd my boone 

Had espyed me / thus soone 836 

That she fill sone / in my thoght* 

As helpe me god / so was y kaught* 

So sodenly / that I ne toke 

No maner counseyl / but at hir loke 840 

But at myfi best / for why hir eyefl 

So gladly I trow / myfi hert seyefl 

That purely tho / myfi ovne thoght* 

Seyde hit were beter / serve hir for noght* 844 

Thafi with a-nother / to be wel Deaf ui] 

And hyt was sothe / for eueredel 

I wil a-noofi / ryght* telle the why 

I sawgh hyr daunce / so comelely 848 

Carole and synge / so swetly 

Lawghe and pley / so womanly 

And loke / so debonairly 

So goodely speke / and so frendly 852 
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That certes y trowe / that euer-more 

Nas seyne / so a blysful a tresore 

For euery heer / on hir hede 

Sotfe to seyne / hyt was not rede 856 

Ne nouther yelowe ne broune hyt nas 

Me thoght* most lyke / hyt was 

IF And which eyen / my lady hadde 

Debonair goode / glade and sadde 860 

Symple of goode / mochel noght* to wyde 

Ther-to hir looke / nas not a-syde 

Ne ouertwert / but besette so wele 

Hyt drewh and tooke vp / euerydele 864 

Al that on hir / gafl be-holde 

Hir eyen semed / anoon she wolde 

Have mercy / foolys wenden soo 

But hyt was never / the rather doo 868 

Hyt nas / no countrefeted thynge 

Hyt was hir ovne / pure lokynge 

That the goddesse / dame nature 

Had made hem opene / by mesure 872 

And cloos / for were she neuer so glad 

Hyr lokynge was not / foly sprad 

Ne wildely / thogh that she pleyde 

But euer me thoght* / hir eyen seyde 876 

Be god my wrathe / ys al for-yive 

Therwith hir lyste / so wel to lyve 

That dulnesse was / of hir a-drad 

She nas to sobre / ne to glad 880 

In alle thynges / more mesure 

Had neuer I trow / creature 

But many oon / with hire loke she hert Owtui, back] 

And that sate hyr / ful lytel at hert 884 

For she knowe no-thynge / of her thoghf 

^ but whither she knew / or knew it nowght t* s^^f^ana 

Algate she ne roughf / of hem a stree fw^wfL*]* 

To gete hyr love / noo nerre was he 888 
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That woned at home / that he in ynde 

The fonnest was / alway behynde 

But good folke ouer al other 

She loved as man / may do hys brother 892 

Of whiche loue / she was wounder large 

In skilful placis / that here charge 

But which a visage / had she ther-too 

Alias myfi hert / ys wonder woo 896 

That I ne kafi / discryven hyt 

Me lakketh both / englyssh and wit 

For to vn-do hyt / at the fulle 

And eke my spiritis / be so dulle 900 

So grete a thynge / for to deuyse 

I haue no witte / that kan suffise 

To comprehende / hir beaute 

But thus moche dar I sayfi / that she 904 

Was white 1 rody fressh / and lyvely hewed ^^^i^i^H^f** 

And euery day / hir beaute newed 

And negh hir face / was alder best 

For certys nature / had swich lest 908 

To make that faire / that trewly she 

Was hir chefe patrone / of beaute 

And chefe ensample / of al hir werke 

And moustre / for be hyt neuer so derke 912 

Me thynkyth / I se hir euer moo 

And yet more over / thogh al thoo 

That ever levede / were now a lyve 

"Ne sholde ha founde / to diskryve 916 

Yn al hir face / a wikked sygne 

For hit was sad / symple and benygne 

And which a goodely / softe speche 

Had that swete / my lyves leche 920 

So frendely / and so wel y-grounded Deaf i42] 

Vp al resoMn) / so wel y-founded 

And so tretable / to al goode 

Tliat I dar swere wel / by the Roode 924 
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Of eloquence / was neuer founde 

So swete a sownynge / facounde 

Ne trewer tonged / ne skorned lasse 

'Ne bet koude hele / that hy the masse 928 

I durste swere / thogh the Pape hit songe 

That ther was neuer yet / throgh hir tonge 

Man ne woman / gretely harmed 

As for hit was / al harme hyd 932 

Ne lasse flaterynge / in hir word 

That purely / hir symple recorde 

Was founde as trewe / as any bonde 

Or trouthe / of any mannys honde 936 

Ne chyde she koude / neuer a dele 

That knoweth al the worlde / ful wele 

But swiche a fairenesse / of a nekke 

Had that swete / that boon nor brekke 940 

Nas ther non seen that mys satte 

Hyt was white ^ smothe / streghf and pure flatte ^^^^ffht^^ 

Wyi^-outen hole / or canel boon ^'*^*-' 

As be semywge / had she noon 944 

Hyr throte / as I haue now memoyre 

Semed a rounde toure / of yvoyre 

Of goode gretenesse / and noghf to grete 

^ And goode faire "White ^ / she hete P Wanche in margin, hy Stoice} 

That was my lady Name / ryghte 

She was bothe / faire and bryghte 

She had not / hir name wronge 

Eyght* faire shuldres / and body longe 952 

She / had / and armes / euery lyl^ 

Fattyssh flesshy / not grete therwith 

Ryghf white handes / and nayles rede 

Rounde brestes / and of good brede 956 

Hyr hippes were / a streight* flat bakke 

I knewe on hir / noon other lakke. 

That al hir lym/wes / nere pure sywynge [leaf 142, back] 

In as fferre / as I had knowynge 960 



28 DETHE OF BLAUNCHE. FAIRFAX MS 16. 

Therto she koude / so wel pley 

Whafi that hir lyst / that I dar sey 

That she was lyke / to torche bryght^ 

That euery mafi / may take of lyght* 964 

Ynogh / and hyt hathe / neuer the lesse 

Of maner / and of comlynesse 

Ryght* so ferde / my lady dere 

For euery wighf / of hir manere 968 

Myghf cachche ynogh / yif that he wolde 

Yif he had Eyen / hir to be-holde 

For I dar swere wel / yif that she 

Had amonge / ten thousande he 972 

She wolde haue be / at the lest 

A chefe meroure / of al the fest 

Thogh they had stonde / in a Rowe 

To menwys Eyen / koude haue knowe 976 

For wher so mefi had / pleyed or wakyd 

Me thoght* the felysshyppe / as naked 

Withoutefi hir / that sawgh I oones 

As a corowne / withoute stones 980 

Trewly she was / to myfi Eye 

The soleyne Fenix / of Arabye 

For ther levyth / nevir but oofl 

Ne swich as she / ne knowe I noon 984 

To speke of godenesse / trewly she 

Had as moche / debonairyete 

As euer had Hester / in the bible 

And more yif more / were possyble 988 

And sothe to seyfi / therwyth-alle 

She had a wytte / so generalle 

So hoole enclyned / to alle goode 

That al hir wytte was set / by the Rode 992 

With-oute malyce / vpofi gladnesse 

And ther-to I sawgh / neuer yet a lesse 

Harmeful than she was / in doynge 

I sey nat that she / ne had knowynge 996 
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What harme was / or elles she 

Had koude* no good / so thenketh me [lorkonde] peafiis] 

And trewly / for to speke of trouthe 

But she had hadde / hyt hadde be routhe 1000 

Therof she had / so moche hyr dele 

And I dar seyfi / and swere hyt wele 

That trouthe hym-selfe / ouer al and alle 

Had chose hys maner / principalle 1004 

In hir that was / his restynge place 

Ther-to she hadde / the moste grace 

To haue stedefaste / perseueraunce 

And Esy atempry / gouemaunce 1008 

That euer I knewe / or wyste yitte 

So pure suffraunt / was hir wytte 

And reson) gladly / she vnderstoode 

Hyt folowed wel / she koude goode 1012 

She vsed gladly / to do wel 

These were hir maners / euerydel 

Therwith she loved / so wel ryght* 

She wronge do wolde / to no wyghf 1016 

No wyghf myghf doo / hir noo shame 

She loved so wel / hir ovne name 

Hyr lust to holde / no wyghf in honde 

Ne be thou siker / she wolde not fonde 1020 

To holde no wyghf / in balaunce 

By halfe worde / ne by couTztenaunce 

But yif mefi wolde / vpofi hir lye 

Ke sende mefi / in-to walakye 1024 

To pruyse / and in-to Tartarye 

To Alysaundre / ne in-to Turkye 

And byd hym faste / anooii that he 

Goo hoodeles / in-to the drye se 1028 

And come home / by the Carrenare 

And sey sir / be now ryghf ware 

That I may of yow / here seyll 

Worshyppe / or that ye come ageytl 1032 
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She ne vsed / no suche knakkes smale 

But wherfore / that y tel my tale 

Ryghf on thys same / as I haue seyde 

Was hooly al / my love leyde 1036 

For certes she was / that swete wife^ [leaf i«, uek] 

My suffisaunce / my luste my lyfe^ ^1^}^T\* *^ * ^"^ 

Myn happe myfi hele / and al my blysse 

My worldys welfare / and my goddesse 1040 

And I hooly hires / and ouerydel 

IF By oure lord^ j quod I / y trowe yow wel piordio/w] 

Hardely your love / was wel besette 

I not how ye myght* / haue doo bette 1044 

Bette ne no wyghf / so wele quod he 

Y trowe hyt wel sir / quod I parde 

Nay leve hyt wel / sire so do I 

I leve yow wel / that trewly 1048 

Yow thoghte that she / was the best 

And to be-holde / the alderfayrest 

Who soo had loked hir / with your Eyefl 

With myfi nay / al that hir seyefi 1062 

Seyde and swore / hyt was soo 

And thogh they ne hadde / I wolde thoo 

Haue loved best / my lady free 

Thogh I had hadde / al the beaute 1056 

Thatt ^ euer had / Alcipyades P auered\ 

And al the strengthe / of Ercules 

And therto had / the worthynesse 

Of Alysaunder / and al the rychesse 1060 

That euer was / in Babyloyne 

In Cartage / or in Macedoyne 

Or in Rome / or in Nynyve 

And to also / as hardy be 1064 

As was Ector / so haue I ioye 

That Achilles / slough at Troye 

And ther-fore was he / slayn alsoo 

In a temple / for bothe twoo 1068 
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Were slayne / he and Antylegjnis 

And 80 seyffi / dares fiygius 

For love / of Polixena * 

Or ben as wis / as Mynerva [leaf 144] 1072 

I wolde euer / witfioute drede 

Have loved hir / f or I most nede 

Nede / nay trewly / I gabbe nowe 

Noghf nede / and I wol telle howe 1076 

For of goode wiUe myn bert hyt wolde [note in marsHnl 

And eke to love bir / I was bolde 

As for tbe fairest / and the beste 

She was as good / so haue I reste 1080 

As euer was / Penolopee of Grece 

Or as the noble wife / lucrece 

That was the best / he telleth thus 

The Eomayne / Tytus lyuyus 1084 

She was as good / and no thynge lyke 

Thogh hir stories / be Autentyke 

Algate she was / as trewe as she 

But wherfore / that I telle the 1088 

Whafl I firste / my lady Say 

I was ryght* yonge / sothe to say 

And ful grete nede / I hadde to leme 

Whan my herte / wolde yeme 1092 

To love / hyt was a grete empryse 

But as my wytte / koude beste suffise 

After my yonge / childely wytte 

Withoute drede / I be-sette hytte 1096 

To love hir / in my best wyse 

To do hir worshippe / and the seruise 

That I koude thoo / be my trouthe 

Withoute ffeynynge / outher slouthe 1 100 

For wonder feyne / I wolde hir se 

So mochel / hyt amended me 

That whafi I sawgh hir / first a morwe 

I was warshed / of al my sorwe 1 104 

CHAUCER MI. 3 
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Of al day after / til hyt were eve 

Me thogfit* no-tbyng* / myghte me greve 

Were my sorwes / neuer so smerte n«tf iM» iwek] 

And yet she sytte / so myn herte 1108 

That by my trouthe / y nolde noghf 

For al thys worlde / oute of my thoght* 

Leve my lady / noo trewly 

Now by my trouthe / sir quod I 1112 

Me thynkel^ ye haue / suche a chaunce 

As shryfte / wythoute repentaunce 

Eepentaunce / nay Fy quod he 

Shulde y now / repente me 1116 

To love / nay certis thail were I wel 

Wers thaii was / Achetofel 

Or Anthenor / so haue I ioye 

The traytore that* / betraysed Troye 1120 

Or the fals / Genellofl 

He that purchased / the tresofl 

Of Rowlande / and of Olyvere 

Nay while I am / a lyve here 1124 

I nyl foryete hir / neuer moo 

Now good syr / quod I thoo 

Ye han wel tolde me / here before 

Hyt ys no nede / to reherse more 1128 

How ye sawgh hir firste / and where 

But wolde ye tel me / the manere 

To hire / which was your first speche 

Therof I wolde / yow be-seche 1132 

And how she knewe / first your thoghf 

Whether ye loued hir / or noght* 

And tellet^ me eke / what ye haue lore 

I herde yow telle / herebefore 1136 

Tee / he seyde / thow nost what thou menyst 

I haue lost more / than thou wenyst 

What losse ys that / quod I thoo 

Nyl she not love yow / ys hyt soo 1140 
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Or haue ye oghf / doofi amys 

That she hathe lefte yow / ys hyt this 

For goddys love / telle me alle peaf i48] 

Be-fore god quod he / and I shalle 1144 

I say lyght* / as I haue seyde 

On hir was al / my love leyde 

And yet she nyste hyt nat / neuer a del 

Noghf longe tyme / leve hyt wel 1148 

For be ryght* siker / I durste noght* 

For al this worlde / tel hir my thoght* 

Ne I wolde haue wraththed hir / trewly 

For wostow why / she was lady 1152 

Of the body / she had the hert 

And who hath that / may not astert 

But for to kepe me / so fro ydelnesse 

Trewly I did / my besynesse 1156 

To make songes / as I best koude 

And ofte tyme / I songe hem loude 

And made songes / this a grete dele 

Al thogh I koude not / make so wele 1160 

Songes the knowe / the arte alle 

As koude lamekys / sone Tuballe 

That founde out firste / the art of songe 

For as hys brothres / hamers ronge 1164 

Vpofi hys Anuelet / vp and doofi 

Therof he tooke / the first soofi 

But Grekes seyn / Pictagoras 

That he the first / fynder was 1 168 

Of the arte / Aurora tellei^ soo 

But therof no fors / of hem twoo- 

Algatis songes / thus I made 

Of my felynge / myfi hert to glade 1172 

And loo / thus was alther first 

I not wher hyt / were the first 

IF lorde hyt maketh / myn hert lyghf 

Whafi I thenke / ofi that swete wyghf 1176 
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That is 80 semely / ofi to see 

And wisshe to god / hit myght* so bee 

That she wolde holde me / for hir knyght* 

My lady that is / so faire and bryght* 1180 

'Saw have I tolde / the sothe to say [iMfi4B,tMudci 

My first songe / vpofl a day 

I be-thoght* me / what woo 

And sorwe that I / sufi&ed thoo 1184 

For hir and yet / she wyst hyt noght* 

Ne tel hir durst I / nat my thoght* 

Alias thoghf I / y kafi no rede 

And but I telle hir / I am but dede 1188 

And yif I telle hyr / to sey ryght* sothe 

I am a-dred / she wol be wrothe 

AUas what shal I / thanne doo 

In this debate / I was so woo 1192 

Me thoght* myfl hert / brast a tweyne 

So at the last / sothe to sayne 

I be-thoght* me / that nature 

Ne formed neuer in creature 1196 

So moche beaute / trewly 

And bounte / wyth-oute mercy 

In hope of that / my tale I tolde 

"With sorwe / as that I neuer sholde 1200 

For nedys / and Mawgree my hede 

I most haue tolde hir / or be dede 

I not wel how / that I beganne 

Ful evel reherse hyt / I kan 1204 

And eke as helpe me / god with-alle 

I trowe hyt was / in the dismalle 

That was the .x. woundes of Egipte 

For many a worde / I ouer ekipte 1 208 

In my tale / for pure Fere 

Lest my wordys / mys sette were 

With sorweful herte / and woundes dede 

Softe and quakynge / for pure drede 1212 
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And shame / and styntynge in my tale 

For ferde / and myn hewe al pale 

Eul ofte I wexe / bothe pale and rede 

Bowynge to hir / I heng the hede 1216 

I durste nat ones / loke hir on 

For witte maner / and al was goon [leaf i46] 

I seyde mercy / and no more 

Hyt nas no game / hyt sate me sore 1220 

So at the laste / sothe to seyne 

Whan that myfi hert / was come ageyne 

To telle shortely / at my speche 

Wil^ hool herte / I gafl hir beseche 1224 

That she wolde be / my lady swete 

And swore and gafi / hir hertely hete 

Evei* to be stedfast / and trewe 

And love hir alwey / fresshly newe 1228 

And never other / lady have 

And al hir worshippe / for to save 

As I best koude / I swore hir this 

For youres is alle / that euer ther ys 1232 

For euermore / myn herte swete 

And neuer to false yow / but I mete 

I nyl as wysse / god helpe me soo 

And whafi I had / my tale y-doo 1236 

God wote she acoimted / nat a stree 

Of al my tale / so thoghf me 

To telle shortly / ryght* as hyt ys 

Trewly hii' answere / hyt was this 1240 

I kafi not now wel / counterfete 

Hyr wordys / but this was the grete 

Of hir answere / she sayde nay 

Alle outerly / alias that day 1244. 

The sorowe I su£&ed / and the woo 

That trewly Cassandra / that soo 

Bewayled / the destrucciofi 

Of Troy / and of Ilyon 1 248 
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Had ueuer swict sorwe / as I thoo 

I dxtrat no more / say ther-too 

For pure fere / but stale away 

And thus I lyyed / fol many a day 1252 

That trewly / I hadde no nede 

Ferther / than my beddes hede ' p«iifi46kbaok] 

Never a day / to seche sorwe 

I fonde hyt redy / euery morwe 1256 

For why / I loved hyr in no gere 

IF So hit befel / another yere 

I thoughte ones / I wolde fonde 

To do hir knowe / and v[n]derstonde 1260 

My woo / and she wel vnderstode 

That I ne wilned / no thynge but gode 

And worshippe / and to kepe hir name 

Ouer alle thynges / and dred hir shame 1264 

And was so besy / hyr to serve 

And pitee were / I shulde sterve 

Syth that I wilned / noofl harme y-wy» 

So whafl my lady / knewe al thys 1268 

My lady yaf me / al hooly 

The noble yifte / of hir mercy 

Savynge hir worshippe / by al weyes 

Dredles I mene / noon other weyes 1272 

And therwith / she yaf me a rynge 

I trowe hyt was / the first thynge 

But yif myn hert / was I-waxe 

Gladde / that is no nede to axe 1276 

As helpe me god / I was as blyve 

Reysed as fro dethe / to lyve 

Of al happes / the alder^ beste 

The gladdest / and the moste at reste 1280 

For trewly / that swete wyghf 

Whan I had wrong / and she ryghf 

She wolde alway / so goodely 

For-yeve me / so debonairely 1284 
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In al my yowthe / in al ch^unce 

She tooke me / in hir gouernaunce 

Therwytfi she was / alway sq trewe 

Our loye was euer / y-lych^ neyre 1288 

Oure hertys weme / so evene a payre 

That neuer nas / that oon cpntjiary^ i^^m'^ 

To that other / for noo woo 

For sothe y-lyche / they suffired thpo 1292 

00 hlysse and eke / oo sorwe hothe 
Y-lyche they were / bothe glad aad wrothe 
Al was vs oon / withoute were 

And thus we lyved / ful many a y^e 1296 

So wel I kafi / nat telle how 

IF Sir quod I / where is^ «hp npv ^JSJ^i^ 't^l^^ff ^^^' 

Now quod he / and stynte anoon 

Therwith he waxe / as dede as stooja 1300 

And seyde alias / that I was bore 

That was the losse / that here before 

1 tolde the that / I hadde lome 

Bethenke how / I seyde herebefome 1304 

Thow wost / ful lytel / what thow menyst 

I haue lost more / than thow wenyst 

IF God wote alias / ryght* that was she 

Alias sir how / what may that be 1308 

She ys ded / nay / yis be my trouthe 

Is that youre losse / be god hyt ys routhe 

And with that worde / ryght* anoon 

They gan to strake / forth al was doon 1312 

For that tyme / the herte huntynge 

With that me thoghf / that this kynge 

Grafl homewarde / for to ryde 

Vnto a place / was there besyde 1316 

Which was from vs / but a lyte 

A longe castel / with wallys white 

Be seynt lohan / ofi a ryche hille 

As me mette / but thus hyt fille 1320 
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Eyght* tlms me mette / as I yow telle 

That in the castell / ther was a helle 

As hyt hadde smyte / oures twelve 

Therewytfe I / a-wooke my selve 1324 

And fonde me lyinge / in my bedde 

And the booke / that I hadde redde [ieirfi47,bMki 

Of Alchione / and Seys the kynge 

And of the goddys / of slepynge 1328 

I fond hyt / in myfl honde ful evene 

Thoghf I thys ys / so queynt a sweuene 

That I wol / be processe of tyme 

Fofide to put this / sweuene in ryme 1332 

As I kafi best / and that anooil 

This was my sweuene / now hit ys dooil 

f Explicit the Boke of the Duohesse 



II. 



CJe Cmnpltpte ia ^ite* 



[Jitrfo ^itg i» itisit in a tnul IToireb-tfne's ^eart.] 



(This is Chaucer's 1st Poem, and should be studied first Its subject 
is alluded to in the Dethe of Blatmche the Diichene and the 
Parlament of Unties, See my Trial-Forercords,') 
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[Fairfax MS 16 (celluia, 1 1440-50; BodL JWftr.), foa/187.] 
[f is for t vrith a curl over it; H is for n).] 

S Balade. 
[complainte of the deathe of pitie (m Stowffs handy] 

(1) [The Proem,] 

PIte that I haue sought^ / so yore agoo 
Witb hert sooie / and fill of besj peyne 
That in this worlde / was nener wights so woo 
Withronte dethe / and jf I ahal not f eyne 4 

My purpose was / to pite / to compleyne 
Ypon) the cnieltee / and tiiannye 
Of lone / that for my tronthe doth me dye 7 

(2) [The Sfory,] 

And wheil that I be lengthe / of certeyne yeres 

Had euere in oojl / songhte a tyme to speke 

To pitee rafi I / al bespieynte with teres 

To prayefi hir ofi cruelte / me awruke 11 

But er I myghfc* / with any worde out breke 

Or tellen any / of my peynes smerte 

I fonde hir dede / and buried in an herte 14 

(3) 

Adovne I M / wheil I saugh the herse 

Dede as stone / while that the swogh me laste 

But Tp I roose / with coloure ful dyuerse 

And petously on) hir / myn eyefi I caste 18 

And ner the corps / I gafl presefi faste 

And for the soule / I shope me for to prey 

I was but lome / ther was no more to sey 21 
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Thus am I slayne / sith that pite is dede 

Alias that day / that euer hyt shiild falle 

What maner man) / dar now hold vp his hede 

To whom shal now / eny sorwful herte calle 25 

Xow cruelte hath caste / to slee vs aUe 

In ydel hope / folke redelesse of peyne 

Syth she is dede / to whom shul we compleyne 28 

(5) 

But yet encreseth me / this wonder newe 

That no wight woot / that she is dede but I 

So mony men / as in her tyme hir kneWe 

And yet dyed not / "sodeynly 32 

For I haue sought* hir euer / ftil besdy 

Sith I hadde firste / ^tte or mynde 

But she was dede / er 1 kdude hir fynde 35 

(6) 

Aboute hir Jierse / there stodefi lustely peaf is?, back] 

Withoute any woo / as thoughte me 

Bounte parfyt / wel armed and richely 

And fresshe beaute / lust and iolyte 39 

Assured maner / youthe and honeste 

Wisdome estaat / drede and gouernaunce 

Confedred both by bonde / and AUiaunce 42 

(7) 

A compleynt had I writefl / in niyfL honde 

To haue put to pittee / as a biUe 

But when I al this companye / ther fonde 

That rather wolde / al my cause spille 46 

Then do me helpe / I helde my pleynt stille 

For to that folke / with-oute any fayle 

Withoute pitee / ther may no bille a-vaile 49 



44 PAB.-TEXT 

42 THB OOMPLEYNTE TO PITS. FAIRFAX 16. 

(8) 

Then leve we al yertues / sane oonly pite 

Kepynge the corps /asje haue herde me seyfi 

Cofedered by bonde / and by craelte 

And hen assented / whefi I shal be sleyfi 53 

And I haue put my complaynt / vp ageyfi 

For to my ffoes / my bille I dar not shewe 

Theffect of which / seith thus in wordes fewe 66 

(9) [The Bill of Complaint'] {Tern L 1) 

Humblest of herte / highest of reuerence 

Benygne flour / corovne of vertues alle 

Sheweth vn-to youre rialle / excellence 

Youre servaunt / yf I durst me / so calle 60 

Hys mortal harme / in which he is falle 

And noghf al oonly / for his euel fare 

But for your renouil / as he shal declare 63 

(10) (1.2) 

Hit stondeth thus / that your contrary crueltee 

Allyed is / ayenst your regalye 

Vndei* colour / of womanly beaute 

For men shulde not / knowe hir tirannye 67 

With bounte gentilesse / and curtesye 

And hath depryved yow / of your place 

That is hygh beaute / apertenent to your grace 70 

(11) (1.3) 

For kyndely / by youre herytage ryght» peafissj 

Ye be annexed euer / vnto bounte 

And verrely ye oughte / do youre myghf 

To helpe trouthe / in his aduersyte 74 

Ye be also the corowne / of beaute 

And certes yf ye want / in these tweyn 

The worlde is lore / ther is no more to seyfi 77 
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(12) {Tern H. 1) 

Eke what availeth maner / and gentilesse 

Withoute yow / benygne creature 

Slial cruelte / be your gouemeresse 

Alias what herte / may hyt longe endure 81 

Wherfore but ye / the rather take cure 

To broke that penlouse / alliaunce 

Ye sleefl hem that ben / in your obeisaunce 84 

(13) (n.2) 

And further ouer / yf ye suffre this 

Youre renoun ys fordoo / in a throwe 

Ther shal no man wete weH / what pite is 

Alias that euer your renoun / is falle so lowe 88 

Ye be also / fro youre heritage y-throwe 

By cruelte / that occupietfi youre place 

And we despeyred / that speken to your grace 91 

(U) (n.3) 

Haue mercy on me / thow herenus queue 

That yow haue sought / so tendirly and yore 

Let somme streme of lyght* / on me be sene 

That loue and drede yow / euer lenger the more 95 

For sothely for to seyne / I here so soore 

And though I be not kuwnynge / for to pleyne 

For goddis loue / haue mercy on) my peyne 98 

(15) (Tern in. 1) 

My peyne is this / that what so I desire 

That haue I not ne no thing / lyke therto 

And euer setteth desire / myn hert ofi fire 

Eke ofl that other sydes / where so I goo 102 

What maner thinge / that may encrese my woo 

That haue I redy vnsoghte / euery where 

Me lakketh but my deth / and than my here 105 
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(16) (HL 2) 

What nedetH to shewe parcel / of mj peyne peAf iss, iMdE] 

Sytfe euery woo / that herte may be-thynke 

I suffre / and yet I dar not to yow pleyne 

For wel I wote / though I wake or wynke 109 

Ye rekke not / where I flete or synke 

But natheles yet / my trouthe I shal sustena 

Yjaio my deth / and that shal wel be sene 112 

(17) (III. 3) 

This is to seyne / I wol be youres euer 

Though ye me slee / by crueltee your soo 

Algate my spirite / shal neuer disseuer 

Fro youre seruise / for eny peyne or woo 116 

Sith ye be yet ded / alias that hyt is soo 

Thus for your deth / I may wel wepe and pleyne 

With herte sore / and ful of besy peyne 119 

irfiiq>Ueit. 



III. 



Cfet f arlenmtt d Jfoub. 
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[MS Gg. 4. 27, Cambr. Univ, Libr. (vdlum, 11430-40 a.d.).] 

Here begynyth the parlement of ffoulys. [<m lettfiao, baoc} 

(1) [The Proem,] 

THe lyf so short the craft so longe to leme [to^f 48i] 
Thassay so sharp / so hard the conquerynge 
The dredfiil loye / alwey that slit so 3eme 
Al this mene I / be loue / that myn felynge 4 
A-stonyd with his woTidyrful werkynge 
So sore I-wis / that whan I on hym thynke 
Xat wot I wel wher that I slete or synke 7 

(2) 
For al be that / I knowe nat loue In dede 
Nq wot how that he quitith folk here hyre 
Jit happith me ful ofte / in bokis reede 
Of hise myraklis & his crewel yre 11 

That rede I wel / he wele be lord & syre 
I dar nat seyn / his strokis been so sore 
But god save swich a lord I sey na moore 14 

(3) 
Of vsage what for lust & what for lore 
On bokis rede I ofte / as I 30W tolde 
But wherfore that I speke al this nat joore 
Agon . it happede me for to be-holde 18 

Vp on a bok was wrete Yfith letteris olde 
And ther vpon a certeyn thing to leme 
The longe day ful faste I redde & 3eme 21 

(4) 
For ofte of olde feldys / as men sey 

Comyth al this newe* com from 3er to 3ere {} in corrector's hand] 
And out of olde bokis in good fey 

Comyth al this newe science that mew lere 25 

But now to purpos as of this mater e 
To rede forth so gan me to delite 
That al that day me thou3te but a lyte 28 
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(5) 

This bok of which I make of mencioun 

Entytlt was al thus as I schal telle 

Tullyus of the drem of sothion 

Chapiteris seuene It hadde / of heuene & helle 32 

And erthe • and soulis that thereon * dwelle P o altered jyom y] 

Of whiche as shortly as I can it trete 

Of his centence I wele 30W seyn the greete 35 

(6) 

Fyrst tellith it whan scipion was come [^^0/481, back'] 

In Aflfrik how he metyh massynisse 

That hym for loie in armys hath I-nome 

Thanne tellyth he here spche / & of the blysse 39 

That was be-twixsyn hem thil that day gan mysse 

And how his Auncestre Affrycan so deere 

Gan in his slep that ny3t to hym a-pere 42 

(7) 

Thanne tellith it / that from a sterry place 

How Affrycan hath hym cartage schewid / 

And wamede hym be-forn of al his grace 

And seyde what man lemyd oper lewid 46 

That louede comoun profyt wel I-thewid 

He shulde in to a blysful place wende 

There as loye is pat last with outyn ende 49 

(8) 

Thanne axede he If folk that now been dede 

Han lyf & dwellynge In a nothir place 

And African seyde 3a with outyn drede 

And that oure present wordis lyuys space 53 

Nys but a manor deth what weye we trace 

And rightful folk schul gon aftyr they deye 

To heuene / & schewedo hym the galylye 56 

CHAUCER MI. 4 
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(9) 

Thanne shewede he hym the erthe that here is 

At regard of the heuenys quawtite 

And aft^ shewede he hym the nyne speris 

And aftyr that the melodye herde he 60 

That comyth of thilke speris thryes thre 

That welle is of musik & melodye 

In this world here & cause of armonye 63 

(10) 

Thaw bad he hyw syn erthe was so lyte 

And was sumdel disseyuable & fed of harde grace 

That he ne schulde hym in the world delyte 

Thawne tolde he hym in certeyn 3eris space 67 

That euery sterre shulde come in to his place 

Ther it was ferst & al schulde out of my/ule 

That in this world is don of al mankynde 70 

(11) 

Thanne preyede hym cypyon to telle hym al luafisn'i 

The weye to come In to that heuene blis 

And he seyde know thy/i self ferst inmortal 

And loke ay besyly thow werche & wysse 74 

To comouw profit & thow shat not mysse 

To comyn swiftly to this place deere 

That ful of blysse is & soulys cleere 77 

(12) 

But brekeis of the lawe soth to seyn 

And lykeroz^* folk aftyr that they ben dede 

Schul whirle a-boute fere alwey in peyne 

Tyl manye a world be passid out of drede 81 

And that for-^euyw is his weked dede 

Tha?2 shal fey corny w in to this blysful place 

To whiche to comyw god synde us grace 84 
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(13) 

The day gan folwyn & the derke nyjt 

That revith bestis from here besynesae 

Berafte me layn bok for lak of lyght 

And to myw self I gan me for to dresse 88 

Fulfyld of thou3t & busy heuynesse 

For bothe I hadde thyng that I nolde 

And ek I ne hadde thyng that I wolde 91 

(14) 

But fynally myn spirit at the laste 

For-wery of mj7i labowr al the day 

Tok reste that made me to slepe faste 

And In myn slep I mette as fat I lay 95 

How aflSican ryjt in the same a-ray 

That^ cipion hym say by-fore that tyde [» Th&t oorrecteo) 

Was come & stod ri3t at myw bedis syde 98 

(15) 

The wery himtere slepynge In his bed 

To wode a-3en his mynde goth a-non 

The luge dremyth how hise pleis been sped 

The cartere dremyth how his carte is gon 102 

The riche of gold / the knyght fyjt with his fon 

The syke met he drynkyth of the tunne 

The louere met he hath his lady wonne 105 

(16) 

Can I nat seyn If that the cause were iieafisz, 6<u*] 

For I hadde red of affrican by-foren 

That made me to mete that he stod theert 

But thus seyde he thow hast the so wel born 109 

In lokynge of myw olde bok by-fom 

Of whiche Macrobye roughte nat a lyte 

That sumdel of thyn labour wolde I quyte 112 
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(17) [Invocation,] 

Cythera thow blysfal lady swete 

That with thyw ferbrond dauntist whom thow lest 

And madist me this sweuene for to mete 

Be thow mjn helpe in this for thow mayst best 116 

As wisely as I seye the north nor west 

Whan I he-gm myn sweuene for to write 

So jif me myght to ryme & ek tendyte 119 

(18) [The Story,] 

This forseyde Afi&ican me hewte a-non 

And forth with hym vnto a gate brou3te 

Byjt of a park wallid of grene ston 

And onyr the gatis with letteris large I-wrowht 1 23 

There were vers I-wrete as me thou3t 

On eythir syde of fal gret difference 

Of which I schal now seyn the pleyn sentence 126 

(19) 

Thorw me men gon in to that blysful place 

Of hertis hele & dedly wouwdis cure 

Thorw me men gon on-to the welle of grace 

Theere grene & lusty may shal euere endure 130 

This is the weye to al good auenture 

Be glad thow redere & thyw sorwe ouercaste 

Al opyn am I. passe in & sped the faste 133 

(20) 

Thorw me men gon thaw spat that othir side 

Onto the mortal strokis of the spere 

Of whiche disdayn & dauwger is the gyde 

That neuere jit shal freut ne leuys bere 137 

This strem 30W ledith to sorweful were 

There as the fisch in prysouw is al drye 

Ther*^ shewyng is only the remedye [i er <»i*«^<ri 140 
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(21) 

These weis of gold & bkk I wetyn were [/«V4ta] 

Of whiche I gan arstonjd to be-hoMe 

Foi whi that on encresede aj myn fere 

And with that othir gan myn heite bolde 1 44 

That on me hette that othir dede me colde 

"No wit hadde I for erronr for to chese 

To entre . or flen . or me to sane . or lese 147 

(22) 

Right as be-twixsyn adamanntis two 

Of euene my^t a pece of yryn set 

Ke hath no my^t to mene too ne fro 

For what that on may hale that othir let 151 

^Ferde I that nyste whethir me was best c* to in marfftn] 

To entre or leue til Af&ycan myn gide 

Ke hente & ^of in at the gatis wide 154 

(23) 

And seyde it stant writyn In thyn face 

Thyn erronr thongh thow telle it not to me 

Bnt dred the not to come in to this place 

For this writyng nys no thyng ment bi the 1 58 

Ne by non but he loays serwannt be 

For thow of lone hast lost thyn stat I gefiue 

As sek man hat of swet & byttymesse J fil 

(24) 

Bat natheles al-thow that thow be dul 

3it that thow canst not do pt mayst thow ^; 

For manye a man that may nat tsUjndt: a pui 

It likyth hym at wiastelyng f^/r to Ijp« i tUf 

And demyn ^ wher hfi do l^ or >i« 

And there If thow baddi^it / f^isiuyu^^ P/r X^jAiU', 

I shal the shewe y m»Ufr ffjt U/ rtryUi 1 </o 
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(25) 

With that myn hand he tok In his a-non 

Of whiche I confort kaughte / & that as faste 

But lord so I was glad / & wel begoon 

For oueral where that I mywne eyen caste 172 

Were treis clad with leuys that ay shal laste 

Eche in his kynde of colour frosch & greene 

As emeroude that sothe was to seene 175 

(26) 

The byldere ok / & ek the hardy assh Vt(tf*«^ &a<^] 

The pilere elm / the cofere vnto carayne 

The boxtre pipere / holm to whippis lasch 

The saylywge fyr / the cipresse deth to pleyne 179 

The shetere Ew./ the Asp for shaftys pleyne 

The olyue of pes / & ek the dronke vyne 

The victor palm / the laurer to deuyne 182 

(27) 

A gardyn saw I ful of blospemy bowys 

Vp on a reuer in a grene mede 

There as ther swetnesse eue^'emore I-now is 

With flouris white blewe & jelwe & rede 186 

And colde welle stremys no thyng dede 

That swemyw ful of smale fischis lite 

With fywnys rede & skalis syluyr bry3te 189 

(28) 

On euery bow the bryddis herde I sywge 

With voys of auwgel In here armonye 

So besyede hew here bryddis forth to brywge 

The litele conyes to here pley guwne hye 193 

And ferthere al aboute I gaw aspye 

The dredful ro the buk & hert & hywde 

Squyrelis & bestis smale of gentil kynde 196 
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(29) 

Of Instreumentis of strengis in a-cord 

Herde I so pleye & rauyshyng swetnesse 

That god that makere is of al Ss lord 

Ne herde neuere betyr as I gesse 200 

Therwith a wynd onethe it myght be lesse 

Made in the leuys grene a noyse softe 

Acordaunt to the bryddis song a lofte 203 

(30) 

■ 

The erthe of that place so attempre was 

That neuere was greuauTice of hot ne cold 

There wex ek euery holsum spice & gres 

Ko man may waxe there sek ne old 207 

Jit was there loye more a thousent fold 

Than man can telle ne neuere wolde it nyghte 

But ay cler day to ony manys syghte 210 

(31) 

Vndyr a tre be-syde a welle I say [/«»/«4] 

Cupide oure lord hise arwis forge & file 

And at his fet his bowe al redy lay 

And wel his doughtyr tempei*ede al this whyle 214 

The heuedis in the welle & "with hire wile 

She couchede hem aftyr they shulde serve 

Some for to sle Ss some to wour^le & kerve 217 

(32) 

Tho was I war of plesannce a-non lyght 

And of aray and lust & curteysie 

And of the craft* that can & hath the myght 

To don be-fore a wight to don folye 221 

Disfigurat was she I nyl nat lye 

And by hew self vndyr an ok I gesse 

Saw I delyt that stod with gentilesse 224 
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(33) 

I saw beute with outyn ony a-tyr 

And ^outlie ful of game & lolyte 

Fool hardynesse & flaterye & desyi 

Messagerye & meede & ofer thre 228 

Here namys shxil not here be told for me 

And vp on pilaris greete of lasper longe 

I saw a tewple of bras I-founded stronge 231 

(34) 

Aboute that temple daunsedyn alwey 

"Wemen I-nowe of which e some ther weere 

Fayre of hem self & some of hem were gay 

In kertelis al discheuele wente they there 235 

That was here oflfys alwey ^er be ^eere 

And on the temple of dowis white & fayre 

Saw I syttywge manye an hunderede peyre 238 

(35) 

By-fore the temple dore / ful sobyrly 

Dame pes sat with j a cwrtyn in hire bond 

And by hire syde / wondyr discretly 

Dame pacience / syttywge there I fond 242 

With face pale / vp on an hil of sond 

And aldimex / with inne & ek with oute 

Byheste & art / & of here folk a route — 245 

(36) 

With Inne the temple / of sykys hoote as fuyr [feq/wi, haeki 

I herde a swow / that gan a-boute renne 

Whiche sikis were engenderede with desyr 

That madyw euery auter for to brenne 249 

Of newe flaume & wel espyed I thenne 

That^ alle the cause of sorwe that they drye [» That altered^ 

Cam of the bittere goddesse lelosye / 252 
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(37) 

The god pnapus saw I as I wente 

Witli inne the temple / in souereyn place stoTzde 

In swich aray as w&n * the asse hym shente P a $eratcht outi] 

With Cri be nyghte & with septure In his honde 256 

Ful besyly men guwne asaye & fonde 

Vp on his hed to sette of sundery hewe 

Grarlondis ful of flowrrys frosche & newe 259 



(38) 



And In a 2 pnue comer / In desport 
Fond I feb^ & hire porter richesse 
That was ful noble & hauwtayn of hyre port 
Derk was that place but aftyrward lightnesse 
I saw a lyte vnnethe it my^te be lesse 
And on a bed of gold sche lay to reste 
Tyl that the bote sunne gan to weste 

(39) 

Hyre gilte heris with a goldene thred 
I-bounden were vntrussede as sche lay 
And nakyd from the brest vp to the hed 
Men my3the hyre sen / & sothly for to say 
The remenaunt was wel keuerede to myn pay 
Rygh with a subtyl couercheif / of valence 
Ther nas no thikkere cloth / of no defense 

(40) 

The place 3af a thousent sauot^ris sote 

And Bacus god of wyn sat hire be syde 

And sereis^ next that doth of hungir boote 

And as I seyide a myddis lay Cypride 

To wham on kneis two jonge folk there cryede 

To ben here helpe / but thus I let hem lye 

And ferthere in the temple I gan espie 



[^ a altered from n] 



263 



266 



270 



273 



P ei altered^ 

277 



280 
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(41) 

That In dispit of Dyane the chaste [;«<^485] 

Ful manye a bowe I-broke hyng on the wal 

Of maydenys swiche as gunne here tymys waste 

In hyre seruyse I-peyntede were oueral 284 

Ful manye a story of whiche I touche shal 

A fewe / as of Calyote . & Athalante 

And manye a mayde of whiche the name I wante 287 

(42) 

Semyramz^^ Candace & Hercules 

Biblis . Dido . Thisbe . Ss piramus 

Tristram .Isaude . paris . & Achilles 

Elyne Cliopatre & Troylis 291 

Silla & ek the modyr of Eomulus 

Alle these were peyntid on that othir syde 

And al here loue & in what plyt they deyde 294 

(43) 

Whan I was come a-jen vn to the place 

That I of spak that was so sote & grene 

Forth welk I tho myn seluyn to solace 

Tho was I war / wher that ther sat a queene 298 

That as of lygh the someris sunnys shene 

Passith the sterre / right so ouermesure 

She fayrere was than ony creature 301 

(44) 

And In a lauwde vp on an hil of flowris 

Was set this noble goddesse nature 

Of brauwchis were here haUis & here bouris 

I-wrough after here cast & here mesuris 305 

Ne there was foul that comyth of engendrure 

That they ne were al prest in here presence 

To take hire dom / & ^exie hire audyence 308 



PAR.-TBXT 72 
PABLAMENT OP POULES. GQ, 4. 27, CAMBR, UNIV. LIBR, 57 

(45) 

For this was on seynt Volantynys day 

Whan euery bryd comyth there to chese his make 

Of euery kynde that men thywke may 

And that so heuge a noyse gan they make 312 

That erthe <& eyr & tre & euery lake 

So fill was that onethe was there space 

For me to stonde. so ful was al the place 315 

(46) 

And righ as aleyn In the pleynt of kynde [tea/485, backy 

Deuyseth natur In aray / <& face 

In swich aray men myghte hire there fynde 

This nobil emperesse ful of grace 319 

Bad euery foul to take his owene place 

As they were wonyd alwey from jer to 3eere 

Seynt Volantynys day to stowdyn theere 322 

(47) 

That is to seyn the foulis of rauyne 

"Were heyest set & thawne foulis smale 

That etyn as hem nature wolde enclyne 

As werm or thyng I telle myw tale 326 

And watyr foul sat loueste in the dale 

But foul that lyuyth be sed sat on the grene 

And that so fele that wondyr was to sene 329 

(48) 

There myghte men the ryal egle fynde 

That with his sharpe lok persith the sunne 

And othere eglis of a lowere kynde 

Of whiche that clerkis wel deuyse cunne 333 

Ther was the tiraunt with his federys duwne 

A grey I mene the goshauk that doth pyne 

To* bryddis for his outrageows rauyne p xho; himerteO] 336 
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(49) 

The gentyl facouw that vriih his feet distraynyth 

The kyngis hand / the hardy sperhauk eke 

The quaylis foo / the Meriliouw that paynyth 

Hym self ful ofte the larke for to seke 340 

There was the douue vfiih hire eyen meke 

The lelous swan / a-3ens hire deth that syngith 

The oule ek that of deth the bode brywgyth 343 

(50) 

The crane geauwt with his trompis soun 

The thef the crow / & ek the langelynge pye 

The skomywge lay / the elis fo heroiin 

The false lapwynge ful of trecherye 347 

The starlyng that the conseyl can be-wreye 

The tame rodok & the coward kyte 

The kok that orloge is / of thorpis lyte 350 

(51) 

The sparwe venus sone / the nyhtyngale [lea/iso^ 

That clepith forth the grene leuys newe 

The swalwe mortherere of the foulis smale 

That makyn hony of flouris frosche & newe 354 

The wedded turtil with hire herte trewe 

The pokok with his auwgeHs clothis bryghte 

The fesauwt skomere of the cok be nyghte 357 

(52) 

The wakyr goos / the cokkow ^most onkynde i}m catered fi^m en] 

The popyniay ful of delicasye 

The drake stroyere of his owene kynde 

The stork the wrekere of a-vouterye 361 

The bote Cormeraunt of glotenye 

The rauew wys / the crowe wit vois of care 

The thurstil old / the frosty feldefare 304 
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(53) 

What shulde I seyn of foulys euery kynde 

That In this world hath fedeiis & stature 

Men myghtyn in that place assemblede fy/ide 

By-fore the noble goddesse / nature 368 

And eueriche of hem dede his besy cure 

Benygnely to chese or for to take 

By hire a-cord his formel or his make 371 

(54) 

But to the poynt nature held on hire bond 

A formele egle of shap the gentilleste 

That euere she armong hire werkis fond 

The moste benygne Sz the goodlieste 375 

In hire was eueri yertu at his reste 

So fer forth that nature hire self hadde blysse 

To loke on hire & ofte hire bek to kysse 378 

(55) 

Nature vicarye o the almyghty lord 

That hot . cold . heuy . lyght . moyst . & dreye 

Hath knyt yriih euene noumberis of a-cord 

In esy voys gan for to speke & seye 382 

Foulis tak bed of myn centence I preye 

And for ^ore ese In fortheryng of jowre nede 

As faste* as I may speke I wele jow speede P at altered] 385 

(56) 

Je knowe wel how seynt volantynys day [tefl/486,jo«*] 

By myn statute / & thorw myn gouernawjce 

Je come for to cheese & fle joure wey 

Joure makis as I prike 30W with plesauwce 389 

But natheles myn ryghtful ordenauwce 

May I nat breke for al this world to wywne 

That he that most is worthi shal begynne 392 



78 PAB.-TBXT 

60 PABLAMENT OF FOULES. Gg, 4. 27, CAMBB. UNIV. LIBB. 

(57) 

The terslet egle as that je knowe ful wel 

The foul ryal a-bouy7i euery degre 

The wyse & worthi secre trewe as stel 

Whiche I haue fonnyd as ^e may wel se 396 

In euery part as it best likyth me 

It nedith not / his shap 30W to deuyse 

He shal ferst schese / & spekyn In his gyse 399 

(68) 

And aftyr hym by ordere shul they chese 

Aftyr 3oure kynde eueriche as 30 lykyth 

And as joure hap is shul 90 wynne or less 

But which of 30W that loue most entrikyth 403 

God sywde hym hire that soryest for hym sykyth 

And therwithal the tersel gan she calle 

And seyde myT^ sone the choys is to 30W falle 406 

(59) 

But natheles in this cowdicioun 

Mot be the choys / of euerich that is heere 

That she a-gre to his elecciouw / 

What so he be that shulde be hire feere 410 

This is oure vsage alwey from jer to 3eere 

And ho so may at this tyme haue his grace 

In blisful tyme he cam into this place 413 

(60) 

With hed enclyned & with humble cheere 

This ryal tersel / spak . & tariede noht 

Vn to myn souereyn lady & not myn fere 

I chese & shes with wil & herte & thought 417 

The formal on 30ure bond so wel I-wrou3t 

Whos I am al & euere wele hire serve 

Do what hire lest / to do me leve^ or sterve lyoriginatkfivn} 
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(61) 

Besekynge hire of merci & of grace [tea/4873 

As she that is myw^ lady souereyne [i corrected myn] 

Or let me deye present in this place • 

For certis longe I may nat lyue In payne 424 

For In myn herte is korvyn euery veyne 

And hauynge only reward to myw trouthe 

Mjn deere herte haue of myw wo sum routhe 427 

(62) 

And If that I to hyre be founde vntrewe 

Dishobeysaunt or wilfol necligent 

Auauwtour or in proces loue a newe 

I preye to 30W this be myn lugement 431 

That with these foulis be I al torent 

That ilke day that euere she me fynde 

To hire vntrere / or In mjn gilt vntynde 434 

(63) 

And syn that hire / louyth now so wel as I 

Al be It that he me neuere of loue be-heette ^ p te oriainauy eej 

Thanne onhte she be myn thowr hire mercy 

For othir bond can I non on hire areete ^ p te altered to ete] 438 

Ne neuere for no wo ne shal I lette 

To seruyw hire how fer so that she wende 

Say what 30W leste myw tale is at an ende 441 

(64) 

Ryght as the frosche rede rose newe 

A-3en the somyr suwne coloured is 

Eyght so for shame al wexen gan hire hewe 

Of this formal whan she herde al this 445 

She neythir answerde wel ne seyde a mys 

So sore a-bashat was she tyl that nature 

Seyde ^dooughter drede the nought I 30W assure ^a^S\^' 
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(65) 



A nothir tersel egle spak a-nou 

Of -^ lower kynde seyde that shal nat be 

I loue hire bet than je don be seynt Ion 

Or at the leste I loue as wel as je 

And longere haue seruyd hire in myw degre 

And ^K she shulde a louid for long louywge 

To me fdllonge hadde be the gerdonynge 

(66) 

I dar ek seyn If she me fynde fals 

Vnkynde or langelere / or rebel ony wyse 

Or gelous do me hangyTi by the hals 

And but I here me / In hire seruyse 

As wel as that mjm wit can me sufi^se 

From poynt In poynt / hyre honour for to saue 

Tak the myn lif & al the good I haue 

(67) 

The thredde tercel Egle answerde tho 
Now serys je seen the lytil leyser heere 
For euery foul cryeth out to ben a-go 
Forth with his mak or with his lady deere 
And ek nature hire self ne wele not heere 
For taryinge here not half that I wolde seye 
And but I speke / I mot for sorwe deye 

(68) 

Of long seruyse auante I me nothing 

That possible is to me to deye to day 

For wo as he that hath ben languyssywge 

This twenty ^eer & as wel happyn may 

A man may seruy» bet <& more to pay 

In half a jer al thav It were no moore 

Than sum man doth that hath seruyd ful 30ore 
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- (69) 

I sey not this by me for I ne can 
Don non seruyse that may mjn lady^ plese 
But I dar sejm / I am hire treweste man 
Ab to my9e dom and fayneste wolde hire ese 
At shorte wordis til that deth me sese 
I wele ben heris were I wake or wynke 
And trewe in al that herte may bethynke 

(70) 

Of al myn lyf syn that day I was bom 
So gentil pie in loue or othir thyng 
Ne herde nenere no man me be-fom 
Ho that hadde leyser & cuwnyng 
For to reherse hyre cher & hire spekyng 
And from the moiwe gan this speche laste 
Tyl donnward drow the suwne wondir feste 

(71) 

The noyse of foulis for to ben delyuered 

So loude ronge haue don & lat ys wende 

That wel wende I the wode hadde al to-slyuered 

Cum of they criedjm aUas ^e wele vs shynde 

Whan shal ^ure cursede pletywge hauyn an ende 

How shulde a luge eythir paHie leue 

For je or nay / with outyw othir preue 

(72) 

The goos the cokkow / & the doke also 

So cryede kek kek . kokkow . quek quek hye 

That thoMrw myne erys the noyse wente tho - 

The goos seyde al this nys not worth a flye 

But I can shappe herof a remedie 

And I wele seye myn verdit fayre & swythe 

For watyr foul ho so be wroth or blythe 
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(49) 

The gentyl facouTi that vrith his feet distraynyth 

The kyngis hand / the hardy sperhauk eke 

The quaylis foo / the Meriliouw that paynyth 

Hym self ful ofte the larke for to seke 340 

There was the douue wiih hire eyen meke 

The lelous swan / arjens hire deth that syngith 

The oule ek that of deth the bode brywgyth 343 

(50) 

The crane geauTzt with his trompis soiin 

The thef the crow / & ek the langelynge pye 

The skomynge lay / the elis fo heroiin 

The false lapwynge ful of trecherye 347 

The starlyng that the conseyl can be-wreye 

The tame rodok & the coward kyte 

The kok that orloge is / of thorpis lyte 350 

(61) 

The sparwe venus sone / the nyhtyngale iiea/ibQ^ 

That clepith forth the grene leuys newe 

The swalwe mortherere of the foulis smale 

That makyn hony of flouris frosche & newe 354 

The wedded turtil with hire herte trewe 

The pokok with his auwgelis clothis bryghte 

The fesauwt skomere of the cok be nyghte 357 

(52) 

The wakyr goos / the cokkow ^most onkynde i^m aueredfi'<meQ^ 

The popyniay ful of delicasye 

The drake stroyere of his owene kynde 

The stork the wrekere of arvouterye 361 

The bote Cormeraunt of glotenye 

The rauew wys / the crowe wit vois of care 

The thurstil old / the frosty feldefare 3G4 
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(53) 

What shxilde I seyn of foulys euery kynde 

That In this world hath fedeils & stature 

Men myghtyw in that place assemblede fy/ide 

By-fore the noble goddesse / nature 368 

And eueriche of hem dede his besy cure 

Benygnely to chese or for to take 

By hire a-cord his formel or his make 371 

(54) 

But to the poynt nature held on hire bond 

A formele egle of shap the gentilleste 

That euere she a-mong hire werkis fond 

The moste benygne & the goodlieste 375 

In hire was eueri vertu at his reste 

So fer forth that nature hire self hadde blysse 

To loke on hire & ofte hire bek to kysse 378 

(55) 

Nature vicarye o the almyghty lord 

That hot . cold . heuy . lyght . moyst . & dreye 

Hath knyt yri\h euene noumberis of a-cord 

In esy voys gan for to speke & seye 382 

Foulis tak bed of myn centence I preye 

And for ^ore ese In fortheryng of ^owre nede 

As faste* as I may speke I wele jow speede \} t^ altered] 385 

(56) 

Je knowe wel how seynt volantynys day [/m/486, joc*] 

By myn statute / <& thorw myn gouemaw^ce 

3e come for to cheese Ss fle ^oure wey 

Joure makis as I prike 30W with plesaunce 389 

But natheles myw ryghtful ordenau72ce 

May I nat breke for al this world to wywne 

That he that most is worthi shal begynne 392 
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(57) 

The teislet egle as that je knowe ful wel 

The foul ryal a-bouy» euery degre 

The wyse & worth! secre trewe as stel 

Whiche I haue fonnyd as ^e may wel se 396 

In eu6ry part as it best likyth me 

It nedith not / his shap 30W to deuyse 

He shal ferst schese / & spekyn In his gyse 399 

(68) 

And aftyr hym by ordere shul they chese 

Affcyr joure kynde eueriche as 30 lykyth 

And as joure hap is shul ^e wynne or lese 

But which of )ow that loue most entrikyth 403 

God sywde hym hire that soryest for hym sykyth 

And therwithal the tersel gan she calle 

And seyde mjn sone the choys is to 30W falle 406 

(69) 

But natheles in this condiciouT^ 

Mot be the choys / of euerich that is heere 

That she a-gre to his eleccioun / 

What so he be that shulde be hire feere 410 

This is oure vsage alwey from 301 to jeere 

And ho so may at this tyme haue his grace 

In blisful tyme he cam into this place 413 

(60) 

With bed enclyned & with humble cheere 

This ryal tersel / spak . <& tariede noht 

Vn to myn souereyn lady & not myn fere 

I chese & shes with wil & herte & thought 417 

The formal on joure bond so wel I-wrou3t 

Whos I am al & enere wele hire serve 

Do what hire lest / to do me leve^ or sterve ports^tnaflyierej 
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(61) 

Besekynge hire of merci & of grace [tea/487] 

As she that is mjn^ lady souereyne p corrected my«] 

Or let me deye present in this place • 

For certis longe I may nat lyue In payne 424 

For In myn herte is korvyn euery veyne 

And hauynge only reward to myw trouthe 

Myw deere herte haue of myn wo awn routhe 427 

(62) 

And If that I to hyre be founde vntrewe 

Dishobeysaunt or wilfol necligent 

Auauwtour or in proces loue a newe 

I preye to 30W this be myn lugement 431 

That vriih these foulis be I al torent 

That ilke day that eu6re she me fynde 

To hire vntrere / or In myTi gilt vntynde 434 

(63) 

And syn that hire / louyth noTi so wel as I 

Al be It that he me neuere of loue be-heette ^ p te oHffinaujf ee] 

Thanne onhte she be myn thowr hire mercy 

For othir bond can I non on hire areete^ [^te altered to eui] 438 

Ne neuere for no wo ne shal I lette 

To seruy w hire how fer so that she wende 

Say what 30W leste myw tale is at an ende 441 

(64) 

Ryght as the frosche rede rose newe 

A-3en the somyr suwne coloured is 

Ryght so for shame al wexen gan hire hewe 

Of this forme! whan she herde al this 445 

She neythir answerde wel ne seyde a mys 

So sore a-bashat was she tyl that nature 

Seyde ^dooughter drede the nought I 30W assure ^i^S^j"^^' 
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(65) 

A nothir tersel egle spak a-non 

Of ^ lower kynde seyde that ehal nat be 

I loue hire bet than ^e don be seynt Ion 

Or at the leste I loue as wel as 30 

And longere haue seruyd hire in myii degre 

And ^K she shulde a louid for long louywge 

To me fullonge hadde be the gerdonjmge 



[1 1 w e altered] 
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(66) 

I dar ek sejm If she me fynde fals 

Vnkynde or langelere / or rebel ony wyse 

Or gelous do me hangyTi by the hals 

And but I here me / In hire seruyse 

As wel as that myn wit can me sufi^se 

From poynt In poynt / hyre honour for to saue 

Tak the myn lif & al the good I haue 

(67) 

The thredde tercel Egle answerde tho 
Now serys je seen the lytil leyser heere 
For euery foul cryeth out to ben a-go 
Forth with his mak or with his lady deere 
And ek nature hire self ne wele not heere 
For taryinge here not half that I wolde seye 
And but I speke / I mot for sorwe deye 

(68) 

Of long seruyse auante I me nothiwg 

That possible is to me to deye to day 

For wo as he that hath ben languyssywge 

This twenty jeer & as wel happyw may 

A man may seruy» bet & more to pay 

In half a jer al thav It were no moore 

Than sum man doth that hath seruyd ful joore 
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• («9) 

I sey not this by me for I ne can 
Don non seruyse that may myn lady^ plese 
But I dar seyn / I am hire treweste man 
As to my» dom and fayneste wolde hire ese 
At shorte wordis til that deth me sese 
I wele ben heiis were I wake or wynke 
And trewe in al that herte may bethynke 

(70) 

Of al myn lyf syn that day I was bom 
So gentil pie in loue or othir thyng 
N"e herde neuere no man me be-fom 
Ho that hadde leyser & cunnyng 
For to reherse hyre cher & hire spekyng 
And from the morwe gan this speche laste 
Tyl doimward drow the sanne wondir &ste 

(71) 

The noyse of foulis for to ben delyuered 

So loude ronge haue don & lat vs wende 

That wel wende I the wode hadde al to-slyuered 

Cum of they criedyn alias 30 wele vs shynde 

Whan shal ^ure cursede plety7^ge hauyn an ende 

How shulde a luge eythir pa?*tie leue 

For ^e or nay / with outyw othir preue 

(72) 

The goos the cokkow / & the doke also 

So cryede kek kek . kokkow . quek quek hye 

That thoMrw myne erys the noyse wente tho - 

The goos seyde al this nys not worth a flye 

But I can shappe herof a remedie 

And I wele seye myn verdit fayre & swythe 

For watyr foul ho so be wroth or blythe 
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(73) 

And I for wenn foul quod the fol kokkowe 

And I wele of myn owene autorite 

For comun profit tak on /" no charg liowe 

For to delyuere vs Is gret charite 608 

3e may onbyde a while ^it perde 

Quod the turtil If it be ^oure wille 

A whit may speke / hym were as fayr ben stylle 511 

(74) 

• 

I ^ am a sed foul, on the onworthieste [} •» ertuure] 

That wot I wel / & litil of cunnywge 

But bet is that a wyhtis tunge reste 

Than entirmetyn hym of suhe doinge 515 

Of which he neythir rede can ne fynde 

And who so doth fol foule hym self ardoyith 

for o£Eys onquit ofte a-noyeth . 518 

(78) 

Nature which that alwey hadde an ere 

To murmur of the lewedenesse 

w?t^ facound voys seyde hold ^owre tungis there 

And I shal sone I hope a conseyl fynde 522 

Jow to delyuere & from this noyse vnbynde 

I luge on euery folk men shul on calle 

To seyn the verdit for yow foulys alle 525 

(76) 

Assentid was to this conclusioun iiMf48», baek^ 

The briddis alle & foulis of lauyne 

Han chosyn fyrst by playn eleccioun 

The terselet of the facoun to diffyne 529 

Al here centence as hem leste to termyne 

And to nature hym gunne to presente 

And she acceptyh hym with glad entente 532 
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(77) 

The terslet seyde In this maneie 

Ful hard were it to proue by lesoun 

Who louyth best this gentil formele heere 

For euerych hath swich replicaciouTi 536 

That non by skiLlis may been brought ardoiin 

I can not se that Aigumentis avayle 

Thanne semyth it there muste be batayle 539 

(78) 

Al redy quod this Eglia teialat tho 

!N'ay seris quod he If that I durste it seye 

3e don me wrong / myn tale is not I-do 

For seris ne takith not a gref I preye 543 

It may not gon as ^e wolde in this weye 

Oure is the yoys that^ han the chaig on honde [> t atur^d] 

And to the lugis dom / je motyn stonde 546 

(79) 

And therfore pes I seye / as to myn wit 

Me wolde thynke how that the worthiest 

Of knygthod^ & lengest hath ysed it \}tket aiured} 

Most of estat of blod the gentilleste 550 

"Were sittyngest for hire If that he leste 

And of these thre she wot hire self I trowe 

Whiche that he be / for here^ is light to knowe [* oHginaop hrt] 

(80) 

The watyr foulis han here hedis leid 

To gedere & of a short auysement 

Whan euerryche hadde his large gole seyd 

They seydyn sothly al be on assent 557 

How that the goos wet^ hire facounde so gent 

That so desyrith to pronounce oure nede 

Shal telle oure tale & preyede god hym spede 560 
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(81) 

As for these watyr foulis tlio ^ be-gan \} goos 9maeM <wo [to<^488] 

The goos to speke & in his kakelynge 

He seyde pes now tak kep euary man 

And herkenyth which a resoun I shal brynge 564 

Myn wit is sharp I loue no taryinge 

I seye I rede hyw thow he were myn brothir 

But she wele loue hym let hym take a nothir 567 

(82) 

Lo here a parfit resou9» of a goos 

Quod the sperhauk / neuc^e mot he the 

lo sich it is to haue a tunge loos 

Now perde fol now were it bet for the 571 

Han holde thyn pes tha9» shewe thyn nysete 

It lyth nat in his mygh ne in his wille 

But soth is seyd a fol can not ben stille 574 

(83) 

The laughtare aros of gentil foulis alle 

And righ a-non the sedfal chosyn hade 

The tersel trewe / and guwne hire to hem calle 

And preyede hire for to seyn the sothe sadde 578 

Of this matere & axsede what she rardde 

And she answerde / that pleynly hire entente 

She wolde it shewe & sothly what she mente 581 

(84) 

Nay god forbede a louere shulde chauwge 

The tersel seyde / & wex for shame red 

Thow that his lady euere more be straunge 

3it lat hym seme hire til that he be ded 585 

Forsothe I preyse nat the gosis red 

For thow sche deyede I wolde now othir make 

I wele ben hire til that the deth me take 588 
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(85) 

Wei bordit quod the doke by mjn, hat 

That men shul louyn alwey causeles 

Who can a resoun fynde or wit in that 

Dannsith he murye that is myrtheles 592 

What shnlde I rekke of hym that is recheles 

Kek kek ^it seith the doke ful wel & fayre 

There been mo stems god wot than a payre 595 

(86) 

Now sey cherl quod the gentil terslet [iMifAW, boeki 

out of the donghil cam that word ful ri3t 

Thow canst nat seen what thyng is wel be-set 

Thow farst by loue as oulys don by lyght 599 

The day hem blent but wel they sen be nygh 

Thyn kynde is of so low a wrechednese 

That what loue is thow canst nat seen ne gese 602 

(87) 

Tho gan the kokkow putte hym forth in pres 

For foul that etith werm & seyde blythe 

So I Q{;md he may haue my7^ make in pes 

I reche nat how longe that ^e stryue 606 

Lat eche of hem ben soleyn. al here lyue 

This is myn red syn they may nat a-corde 

This shorte lessoun nedith nat recorde 609 

(88) 

3e have^ the glotoun fild I-now his paunche [* vrigtnma^ bw] 

Thanne are we wel seyde thanne a Merlioun 

Thow mortherere of the heysoge on the brauTiche 

That broughte the forth thow reufulles glotoun 613 

Leue thow soleyn werm corupciouw 

For no fors is of lak of thy?* nature 

Go lewed be thow whil that the world may dure 616 
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(89) 

l^ow pes quod nature I comaunde heie 

For I haue herd al joure op3rnyou» 

And ^ In effect jit be we not tlie nere c^ tramt§'] 

But fjmally this is myn conclusioun 620 

That she hire self shal han the eleccioun 

Of whom hire lest & who be wroth & blythe 

Hym that she chesith / he shal hire han a swithe 623 

(90) 

For syn It may not here discussid be 

Who louyth hire best as seyth the terslet 

ThaT^ne wele I don hire this fauour that she 

Shal han^ hym on horn hire herte is set P lua lur^o] 627 

And he hire that / his herte hath on hire knyt 

Thus luge I nature / for I may not lye 

To non estat / I haue non othir eye . 630 

(91) 

But as for conseyl for to chese a make cimif 4oo] 

If .1. were resor^n certis thanne wolde I 

Conseyle jow the ryal tersel take 

As seyde the terselet ful skyKully 634 

As for the gentilleste & most worthi 

which I haue wrought so wel to myw plesaunce 

That to 30W oughte to been a suffisauTice 637 

(92) 

With dredful vois / the formel tho answerde 

Myn rightful lady goddesse of nature 

Soth ist that I am euere vndyr ^oure jerde 

As is a nothir lyuis creature 641 

And mot ben joure whil that my?i lyf may dure 

And therfore grauntyth me myn ferste bone 

And myn entent that wele I seyn wol sone 644 
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(93) 

I graimte it 30W quod she & that ariion 

This formel egle spak in this degre 

Almyghty queen vnto this ^er be gon 

I axe respit for to a-vise me 648 

And aftyr that to haue myn choys al fire 

This al & sum that I wele speke & seye 

it gete no more al thow 30 do me deye 651 

(94) 

I wele nat serue venus ne cupide 

Forsothe as ^it be no mancre weye 

Now syn it may now othirwise betyde 

Quod tho nature heere is no more to seye 655 

Thawne wolde I that these foulis were a-weye 

Eche with his make for taryinge lengere heere 

And seyde hym thus as ^e shul aftyr here 658 

(95) 

To 30W speke I 30 tersletis quod nature 

Beth of good herte & seruyth alle thre 

A ^er ne is nat so longe to endure 

And eche of 30W peignynge in his degre 662 

For to do wel for god wot what is she 

For 30W this ^er what aftyr so be-falle 

This entyrmes is dressid for 30W alle 665 

(96) 

And whan this werk al brought was to an ende C'^^/^oo, ht^jf] 

To euery foul nature 3af his make 

By euene a-cord & on here weye they wende 

But lord the blisse & loye that they make 669 

For ech gan othir in his wyngis take 

And with here nekkis eche gan othyr wynde 

Thankywge alwey the noble queen of kynde 672 
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(97) 

But fyist were chosyn / foulis for to synge 

As ^er be ^er was alwey the vsance 

To synge a rooTulele at here departynge 

To don to nature honour & plesaxmce 676 

The note I trow I-makid were in fiAunce 

The wordis were swtehe as ^e may iynde 

The nexte yers as I now haue in mynde 679 

[Roundel: in a later Ibifi-century hand: no gaps between 

the stanzas.'] 

a.) 

Nowe welcome somoi^ witb sonne softe 

Thaf hasf thes wintres wedres ovire shake 

And dreuyne arway the large nyghtes blake 682 

(n.) 

Sa3rnt* yolantyne that erf fdl hye o loffce 

Thus syngen smale foules foi^ thy sake 684 

[Now welcome somor &c.] 

(HI.) 
Wele han they cause forto gladen offce 
Sethe ecb of hem recouerede hathe hys make 
Ful blissefnl mowe they ben when they wake 687 

[Now welcome somoTy &c.] 

(98) 

And wit^ the shoutyng whan the song was do 

That the foulys madyn at here flyght a wey 

I wok & othere bokys tok me to 

To reede yp on & jit I rede alwey 691 

In hope I-wis to rede so sum day 

That I shal mete sum thyng for to fjEU*e 

The bet & thus to rede I nele nat spare 694 

Explicit parliamentum Auium In die sancti Yalentini ten- 
tam secundt^m GralMdum Chaucer. Deo gracias. 



rv. 



% Cimiplept flf SEtars. 
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(67) 

The teislet egle as that je knowe ful wel 

The foul ryal Srhoujn euery degre 

The wyse & worth! secre trewe as stel 

Whiche I haue formyd as ^e may wel se 396 

In euery part as it best likyth me 

It nedith not / his shap jow to deuyse 

He shal ferst schese / & spekyn In his gyse 399 

(68) 

And aftyr hym by oidere shul they chese 

Aftyr joure kynde eueriche as ^e lykyth 

And as joure hap is shul 30 wynne or lese 

But which of 30W that loue most entrikyth 403 

God sywde hym hire that soryest for hjm sykyth 

And therwithal the tersel gan she calle 

And seyde m.jn sone the choys is to jow fEtUe 406 

(69) 

But natheles in this condiciouTi 

Mot be the choys / of euerich that is heere 

That she a-gre to his elecciouw / 

What so he be that shulde be hire feere 410 

This is oure vsage alwey from ^qt to 3eere 

And ho so may at this tyme haue his grace 

In blisful tyme he cam into this place 413 

(60) 

"With hed enclyned & with humble cheere 

This ryal tersel / spak . & tariede noht 

Vn to myn souereyn lady & not myn fere 

I chese & shes with wil & herte & thought 417 

The formal on 3oure bond so wel I-wrou3t 

Whos I am al & euere wele hire serve 

Do what hire lest / to do me leve^ or sterve [} orismiaf ^imj 
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(61) 

Besekynge hire of merci & of grace Cfea/487] 

As she that is mjn^ lady souereyne p corrected myn] 

Or let me deye present in this place • 

For certis longe I may nat lyue In payne 424 

For In myn herte is korvyn euery veyne 

And hauynge only reward to myw trouthe 

Myn deere herte haue of rajn wo sum routhe 427 

(62) 

And If that I to hyre be founde vntrewe 

Dishobeysaunt or wilful necligent 

AuauTitour or in proces loue a newe 

I preye to 30W this be myn lugement 431 

That with these foulis be I al torent 

That ilke day that euere she me fynde 

To hire vntrere / or In myn gilt vnkynde 434 

(63) 

And syn that hire / louyth non so wel as I 

Al be It that he me neuere of loue be-heette^ pte oH^nowy ee] 

Thawne ouhte she be myn thoMr hire mercy 

For othir bond can I non on hire areete ^ p te auered to ete] 438 

Ne neuere for no wo ne shal I lette 

To seruyw hire how fer so that she wende 

Say what 30W leste myn tale is at an ende 441 

(64) 

Ryght as the frosche rede rose newe 

A-3en the somyr suwne coloured is 

Eyght so for shame al wexen gan hire hewe 

Of this formel whan she herde al this 445 

She neythir answerde wel ne seyde a mys 

So sore a-bashat was she tyl that nature 

Seyde ^dooughter drede the nought I 30W assure ^ify^ri''^' 
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(8) 

Thns be they knyt * and regnefi as in heuen 

Be lokyng moost * til hyt fil on a tyde 

That by her bothe assent * was set a steuen 

That Mars shal entre * as fast as he may glyde 53 

In-to hir next paleys * to abyde 

Walkynge hys cours * til she had him a-take 

And he preiede her / to fsuste her . for his sake 56 

(9) 

Then seyde he thus * myfi hertis lady suete 

Ye knowe wel • my myschefe in that place 

For sikirly til that I • with yow mete 

My lyfe stant ther * in auenture and grace 60 

But whefi I se * the beaute of your face 

Ther ys no dred of deth * may do me smert 

For alle your lust * is ese to myfi hert 63 

(10) 

She hath so grete compassiofi * ofi her knyghf 

That dwelleth in solitude • til she come 

For hyt stode so • that ylke tyme no wight* 

Counseyled hym • ne seyde to hym welcome [leaf i6] 67 

that nyghe her witte • for sorowe was ouer-come 

Wherfore she sped her as fast • in her wey 

Almost in oon day • as he dyd in twey 70 

(11) 

The grete loye that was • betwex hem two 

When they be mette • ther may no tunge tel 

ther is no more * but vnto bed thei go 

And thus in loy and blysse • I let hem duel 74 

this worthi Mars • that is of knyghthode wel 

the flour of feyrenesse • lappeth in his armes 

And Venus kyssefch Mars * the god of Armes 77 
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(12) 

Soioumed liath this Mars * of whicH I rede 

In cbambre ' amyd the paleys priuely 

A certeyn tyme • til him fel a drede 

throgh Phebus * that was comen hastely 81 

Within the paleys yates • ful sturdely 

With torche in honde • of which the stremes bryghf 

On Venus chambre • knokken ful lyght 84 

(13) 

The chambre ther as ley * this fresshe queue 

Depeynted was • with white boles grete 

And by the lyght she knew * ]>at shone so shene 

that Phebus cam to bren hem • with his hete 88 

this cely Venus • nygh dreynt / in teres wefce 

enbraceth Mars * and seyde alas I dye 

the torc^ is come * that al this world wol wrie 91 

(U) 

Vp stert Mars • hym lust not to slepe 

when he his lady * herde so compleyne 

but for his nature • was not for to wepe - 

In stid of teres • fro his eyen twyne 96 

the fin sparkes • brosten out for peyne 

And hent his hauberke • that ley hym besyde 

Fie wold he not • ne myght him seluen hide 98 

(16) 

He thrwe on his helme • of huge wyghf 

And girt him with his swerde / and in his honde [letfie^ b»ok^ 

his myghty spere / as he was wont to fyght 

he shaketh so / that ahnost hit to-wonde 102 

Ful hevy was he / to walken ouer londe 

he may not holde / with Venus companye 

But bad her fleen / lest phebus her espye 105 



108 
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(1«) 

O wofiil Uses sIm / wbat suEKl tim aeyfi 

thjt in the pslejB / of tliy diskmlMRiiiee 

Alt thoa left by-bjnde / m peril to be deyjl 

And yet thereto / jb double tby peumnee 109 

For she that halb ^ jn bert / in goiwfiiraDee 

Is paaaed halfe the BtamcB / of thin yen 

that thoa ner swift / ird nydat thoa wqpe and criea 112 



07) 

Now fleeth Yenos / in to dHnioe tome 

'Wicb Yoide coois / for foe of pheboa Iji^t* 

Alas and ther hath she / no socome 

For she ne foonde / ne nnigjl no maner wyg^t* 116 

And eke as ther / she had bat litQ m jght 

Wher-for her selnen / fo to hyde and aaoe 

Whithin the gate / she fel ]n4o A. caoe 119 

(18) 

Derke was this cane / and smokyng as the hel 

Not but two pales / within the yate hit stode 

A natnrel day in deik / I let her duel 

Now wol I speke of Mars / foriouse and wode 123 

For sorow he wold / haue sene his hert blode 

Sith that he myght / haue done her no companye 

He ne thoght not a myte / for to dye 126 

(19) 

So feble he wex / for hete and for his wo 

that nygh he swelt / he myght ynnethe endure 

He passeth but a sterre / in dayes two 

but ner the lease / f or al his heuy armure 130 

He foloweth her / that is his ly ves cure 

For whos departyng / he toke gretter Ire 

Then for al his brennyng / in the fire . 133 
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(20) 

After lie walketh / softely A paas Deaf i7] 

Compleynyng / that hyt pite was to heree 

He seyde O lady / bryght Venus Alas 

tliat euere so wyde / a compas ys my speree 137 

Alas when shal I mete yow / hert dere 

this .xij. dayes / of apprile I endure 

Throgh lelouse phebus / this mysaventure 140 

(21) 

Now god helpe / sely Venus allone 

but as god wolde / hyt happed for to be 

That while that Venus / weping made her mone 

Cilinius rydinge / in his cheuache 144 

Fro Venus Valaunses / myght his paleys se 

And Venus he salueth / and maketh chere 

And her receyueth / as his frende ful dere 147 

(22) 

Mars dwelleth forth / in hes * aduersyte p her auereo] 

Compleynyng euer / on her departynge 

And what his corwpleynt was / remembreth me 

And therfore / in this lusty morwnynge 161 

As I best can / I wol hit seyn and synge 

And after that / T wol my leve take 

And god yif eue/y wyghf / loy of his make 164 

(23) [The Proem.] 
The ordre of compleynt / requireth skvlfullv ^* * 

^ '^ I ^ J ^ a in a later hand) 

that yf a wight / shal pleyn petously IF The oopleynt 

Ther mot be cause / wherfore that men pleyn ®* Maxs. 

other men may deme / he pleyneth folely 168 

And causeles alas / that am not I 

Wherfor the grounde and cause / of al my peyfi 

So as my troubled witte / may hit ateyn 
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I wol lelierse not / for to haue lediesse 

But to declare my gronnde / of heuynesse 163 

(24) [First Tern of Stanzas, 1] 

The first tyme / alas that I was wroght 

And for certeyn effeotes / hider broght 

Be him that lordeth / ech intelligence 

I yaf my trwe seroise / and my thoghf 167 

For en^-mora / how dere I haue hit boght [ifl«fi7,iMMk] 

that her that is / of so gret excelence 

that what wight / that first sheweth his presence 

When she is wrothe / and taketh of hym no cure 

He may not longe in loye / of love endure 172 

(26) (12) 

This is no feyned mater / that I telle 'SSL^i^^n 

My lady is / the yerrey sours and welle 

of beaute lust / fredam and gentilnesso 

Of riche aray / how dere mefi hit selle 176 

of al disport / in which men frendly duelle 

of love and pley / and of benigne humblesse 

of sovne of Instrumentes / of al suetnesse 

And therto so wel fortuned / and thewed 

that thorow the worlde / her goodnesse is yshewed 181 

(26) (1.3) 

What wonder ys then / thogh I beset 

my seruise on such ofi / that may me knet 

to wele or wo / sith hit lythe in her myght 

therfore my hert for euer / I to her hight 186 

Ne truly for my dethe / I shal not let 

to ben her truest seruaunt / and her knyght. 

I flater noght / that may wete euery wyght 

For this day / in her seruise shal I dye 

but grace be / 1 se her oenes^ wyth ye L* aiur»dfhm neuer] 1 90 
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(27) [Second Tern of Stanzas, 1] 

To whom shal I pleyn / of my distresse 

Who may me helpe / who may my haime redresse 

shal I compleyn / vnto my lady fre 

Kay ceites / for she hath such heuynesse 194 

For fere and eke for wo / that as I gesse 

In lytil tyme / hit wol her bane be 

but were she safe / hit wer no fors of me 

Alas that euer louers / mote endure 

For loue / so many a perilouse auenture 199 

(28) (n.2) 

for tho so be / that louers be as trewe 

As eny metal / that is forged newe 

In mony a case / hem tydeth ofte sorowe 

Somme her ladies / wil not on hem rewe cieaf isj 203 

somtyme yf that lelosie / hyt knewe 

they myghten lyghtly / ley her hede to borowe 

somtyme envyous folke / with tunges horowe 

departen hem alas / whom may they plese 

but he be fals / no louer hath his ese 208 

(29) (11.3) 

But what availeth / suche a longe sermofl 

of auentures of love / vp and dovne 

I wol retume / and speken of my peyne 

the poynt is this / of my distrucciofi 212 

My right lady / my sauacyofl 

Is in affray / and not to whom to pleyfl 

hert suete / lady souereyn 

For your disese / I oght wel sowne and swelt 

thogh I none other harme / ne drede felt 217 

CHAUCER MI. 6 
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(30) [Third Tern of Stanzas, 1] 

To what fyne made the god / that sitte so hye 

be-nethen loue / other companye 

And streyneth folke / to love malgre her hede 

And then her loy / for oght I can espye 221 

Ne lasteth not / the twynkelyng of an eye 

And somme han neuer loy / til they be dede 

What meneth this / what is this mystihede 

Wherto constreyneth he / his folke so fest 

thing to desyre / but hit shuld last 226 

(31) (III. 2) 

And thogh he made a loner / loue a thing 

And maketh hit seme / stidfSEist and during 

Yet putteth he in hyt./ such mysauenture 

that rest nys ther / in his yevinge 230 

and that is wonder / that so luste a kynge 

doth such hardnesse / to his creature 

thus wether loue breke / or elles dure 

Algates he that hath / with loue to done 

hath offcer wo / then changed ys the mone 235 

(32) (III. 3) 

Hit semeth he hath / to loners enemyte 

And lyke a iissher / as men alday may se 

Bateth hys angle-hoke / with summe plesaunce [i«a^i8,back] 

til mony a iissch ys wode / to that he be 239 

Sesed ther-with ./ and then at erst hath he 

Al his desire / and ther-with al myschaunce 

And thogh the lyne breke / he hath penaunce 

For with the hoke / he wounded is so sore 

That he his wages / hathe for eu<?r-more 244 
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(33) [Fourth Tern of Stanzas, 1] 

The broche of thebes / was of suctL A kynde 

so ful of rubies / and of stones of ynde 

that euery wight / that set ofi hit an ye 

He wend anon / to worthe out of his mynde 248 

So sore the beaute / wold his hert bynde 

til he hit had / him thoght he must dye 

And whan hit was^ then shuld he drye [» had i» vritunover} 

such woo for drede / ay while that he hit had 

that welnygh for the fere / he shuld mad 253 

(34) (IV. 2) 

And whan hit was / fro his possession 

then had he double wo / and passion 

For he so feir a tresore / had forgo 

but yet this broche / as in conclusioil 257 

Was not the cause / of this confusion 

but he that wroght hit / enfortune hit so 

that euery wight that had hit / shuld have wo 

And therfore in the worcher / was the vice 

And in the couetour / that was so nyce 262 

(35) (IV. 3) 

So fareth hyt by loners / and by me 

For thogh my lady / haue so gret beaute 

that I was mad* til I had gete her grace p e adc7«o 

she was not cause / of myn aduersite 266 

but he that wroght her / as mot I the 

that put suche beaute / in her face 

that made me / coueten and purchace 

Myn ovne dethe / him wite I that I dye 

And myn ovne witte / that euer I clombe so bye 271 
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(36) [Fifth Tern of Stanzas, 1] 

But to yow hardy knyghtis / of renouil 

Syn that ye be / of my deuisioTifi Oniiv] 

Al be I not worthy / to so grete a name 

yet seyn these clerkes / I am your patroull 275 

ther-fore ye oght / haue somme compassion 

of my disese / and take hit not agame 

the pruddest of yow / may be made ful tame 

Wherfore I prey yow / of your gentilesse 

that ye compleyn / for myn heuynesse 280 

(37) (V.2) 

And ye my ladyes / that ben true and stable 

be wey of kynde / ye oghten to be able 

to haue pite of folke / that be in peyfl 

Now haue ye cause / to clothe yow in sable 284 

Bith that youre emperise / the honurable 

Is desolat / wel oght ye to pleyne 

Now shuld your holy teres / falle and reyne 

Alas your honour / and your emperise 

Negh ded for drede / ne can her not cheuise 289 

(38) (V.3) 

Compleyneth eke ye loners / al in fere 

For her that with vnfeyned / humble chere 

Was euere redy / to do yow socoure 

Complex her / that euere hath had yow der 293 

Compleyneth beaute / fredom and manere 

Compleyneth her / that endeth your labour 

Compleyneth thilke ensample / of al honour 

that neuer did / but gentilesse 

Kytheth therfor oii her / summe kyndenesse 298 
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V. 



a ^rager to tfje Uirgin iHarg, 

(with its Frencli original, from Le PiUirinage de la Vis 
Humaine, by Guillaume de Deguilevillei ab. 1330 a.d.) 



84 (6) G. DE DEGUILEVILLE's original of the ABC, 



From Guillaume De Deguileville's Pelerinage de VAme, 
Part I, Le PSlSrinage de la Vie Humaine, Edited 
from the MS 1645, Fonds Fran9ais, in the l^ational 
Library, Paris (A), and collated with the MSS 1649 
(B), 376 (C), and 377 (D), in the same collection, by 
Paul Meyer. 

(1. A.^ 

A toy du monde le refui, [foi. so, «.] 

Vierge glorieuse, m'en fui 

Tout confus, ne puis miex faire ; 3 

A toy me tien a toy m*apuy. 

Eelieve moy, abatu suy : 

Vaincu m'a mon aversaire. 6 

Puis qu'en toy ont tous repaire [<i] 

Bien me doy vers toy retraire 

Avant que j'aie plus d'annuy. 9 

N'est pas luite neccessaire 

A moy, se tu, debonnayre, 

Ne me sequeurs comme a autrui. 12 

(2. B.) 

Bien voy que par toy confort^s 

Sera mes cuers desconfortes, 

Quer tu es de salu porte. 15 

Se je me suis mal tresportez 

Par .vij. larrons, pechies mortez, 

Et erre par voie torte, 18 

Esperance me conforte 

Qui k toy hui me raporte 

A ce que soie deportez. 21 

Ma povre arme je t'aporte : 

Sauve la : ne vaut que morte ; 

En li sont tous biens avortez. 24 



3. A quar ne. — 6. A mon grant a. — 7. A Et puis qu'a. — 8. A 
doy dont. — 10. A tel lite. — 11. AC%e tu com ; -5 Se tu 'Cubi dame 
debonnaire. — 12. B Donne secour comme a autrui. — 16. A CD 
salut la. — 16. 7> transportes ; B tres mal portes. — 18. A par la. — 
19. A reconforte. — 20. A si me. — 21. B sache deporter. — 22. A te 
raporte ; CD je t'aporte. — 23. A vaut miex ; D vaut plus. — 24. A 
bien . 
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[MS F/y. 30, Cambr. Univ. Libr,, vellum^ ?ab, 1420 a, v., 

leaf 112, back,] 

Incipit carmen aocymdmn ordinem Littera?niin alphabeti, 

(1. A.) 
Al mihty and al merciable queene cap". Mi". 

To whom fat* al J)is world fleeth for socour u^ttfiii, back] 

To haue relees of sinne of sorwe and teene 
Gloriowse virgine of alle floures flour 4 

To fee j flee confo««nded in errour 
Help and releeue thou mihti debonayre. 
Haue mercy on my perilous langour 
Venquisshed me hath my cruelle aduersaire 8 

(2. B.) 
Bountee so flx hath in fin herte his tente 
That wel j wot* thou wolt* my sooour bee 
Thou canst* not* wame him fat with good entente 
Axeth fin helpe. fin herte is ay so free 12 

f ou art* largesse, of pleyn felicitee 
Hauene of refute of quiete and of reste. 
Loo how fat theeves sevene chasen mee 
Help lady briht er fat my ship to breste 16 



66 (b) O. DE DEGUILEVILLE's original of the ABC, 

(3. C.) 

Centre moy font une accion 

Ma vergoigne et confusion, 

Que devant toy ne doy venir fc} 27 

Pour ma tres grant transgression. 

Eayson et desperacion 

Contre moy veulent maintenir ; 80 

Mes pour ce que veil plait fenir, 

Devant toy les f es convenir 

En faisant replicacion. 33 

C'est que je di appartenir 

A toy du tout et convenir 

Fiti^ et miseracion. 36 

(4. D.) 

Dame es de misericorde 

Par qui Diex bien se recorde 

A sa gent estre racord^. 39 

Par toy vint pes et concorde, 

Et fu pour oster discorde 

L'arc de justice descord^ ; 42 

Et pour ce me sui acord6 Cfol ei] 

Toi mercier et concord^, 

Pour ce que ostas la corde ; 45 

Quar, ainsi com j*ay record^, 

8'encore fust Tare encord6 

Compart Teust ma vie orde. 48 

(5. K) 

En toy ay m'esperance etl 

Quant a merci m'as receii 

Autre foys en mainte guise 51 

Du bien qui ou ciel fu cretl 

As raviv6 et repeii 

M'ame qui estoit occise. 54 

Las ! m^s quant la grant assise 

Sera, se n'y es assise 

Pour moy mal y seray veil 57 

De bien n'ay nulle reprise. 

Las m'en clain quant bien m'avise, 

Souvent en doy dire heii ! 60 

27. B doie. — 29. B Raisons de. — 88. A si se racorde, ths second 
word being added between the lines ; B Dieu veult bien recorde ; B 
tr^s bien se recorde. — 43, 44. A acordes, Concordes, whi-ch reading 
more conforms to the old French grammar^ but spoils the rhyme, — 
46. B que oust6 as, — 46. A com je acorde ; B com j'ay racord6 ; 
hut recorde is kept by the other MSS, — 49. A m'esperance ay ; B 
ay mon esperanoe. — 50. B Car a. — 61. B et en. — 63. B receu. — 
67. B y seray mal yenu. 



(a) THE "ABO." 87 

(3. C.) 

Comfort* is noon but in yow ladi deere 

ffor loo my sinne and my confusiown 

Which ouhten not in pi presence appeere 

Han take on me a greevous acciot^n 20 

Of verrey riht and desperaciown 

And as bi riht* ]}ei mihten wel snsteene. 

fat* j were wurfi my dampnaciot^n 

Nere merci of you blisful heuene queene 24 

(4. D.) 
Dowte is fer noon pou queen of misericords 

p&t pou nart cause of grace and inerci heere 

God vouched saf thoruh fee with us to accorde 

ffor certes crystes blisful mooder deere 28 

"Were now fe bowe bent* in swich maneere fiw^fiis] 

As it was first* of justice and of jre . 

fe rihtful god nolde of no mercy heere 

But* thoruh fee han we grace as we desire 32 

(5. E.) 
Euere hath myn hope of refuit been in fee 

ffor heer bifom ful ofte in many a wyse 

Hast* f ou to misericorde resceyued me 

But* merci ladi at f e grete assyse 36 

Whan we shule come bifore f e hye iustyse 

So litel fruit shal f anne in me be founde. 

fat* but f ou er fat* day me chastyse 

Of verrey riht* my werk me wole confot^nde 40 



88 (b) O. D£ DEOUILEVILLE's ORIGINAL OF THE ABC, 

(6. F.) 

Fuiant m'en viens a ta tente 

Moy mucier pour la tormente 

Qui ou monde me tempeste. 63 

Pour mon pechi^ ne t'absente, 

A moy garder met t'entente, 

A mon besoing soiez preste. 66 

Se lone temps j'ay est^ beste 

A ce, Vierge, je m'arreste 

Que de ta grace me sente. 69 

Si te fais aussi requeste 

Que ta piti6 nu me veste, 

Car je n*ay nulle autre rente. 72 

(7. G.) 

Glorieuse vierge mere 

Qui a nul onques amere 

I^e fus en terre ne en mer, 75 

Ta douceur ores m'apere 

Et ne sueffres que mon pere 

De devant li me jecte puer. 78 

Se devant li tout vuit j'apper, 

Et par moy ne puis eschapper 

Que ma faute ne compere. 81 

Tu devant li pour moy te per 

En li moustrant que, s'a li per 

Ne 8ui, si est il mon frere. 84 

(8. H.) 

Homme voult par sa plaisance 

Devenir, pour aliance 

Avoir a humain lignage. 87 

Avee li crut des enfance 

Pitie dont j'ai esperance 

Avoir eu en mon usage. 90 

EUe fu mise a forage 

Quant au cuer lui vint mesage 

I)u cruel fer de la lance. 93 

Ne puet estre, se sui sage, 

Que je n'en aie avantage, 

Se tu veus et abondance. 96 

61. A m'en fui. — 62. A pour sa grant. — 66. A CD omit t\ — 69. 
ABCB je me sente.— 76. B N'es.— 78. B per.— 79. B 11 ne voit 
japer. — 81. A m'anfance ; the verse is omitted in B, — 82. A t'apper. 
— 85. B sa puissance. — 90. A A avoir en moy ; B Avoir en en 
mon ; (7 Avoir eu a mon. — 91. A misse a folage. — 92. A me vint. 
— 95. A n'aie a. 



(a) THK "ABO." 89 

(6. F.) 
Fleeinge j flee for socour to pi tente 

Me for to hide from tempeste ful of dreede 

Biseeching yow fat ye you not absente 

poxih j be wikke. help yit* at* J)is neede 4 4 

Al haue j ben a beste in wil and deede 

Yit ladi f ou me clofe with pi grace. 

J)in enemy and myn ladi tak heede 

Vn to my deth in poynf is me to chace 48 

(7. G.) 
Gloriows mayde and mooder which fat neuere 

Were bitter neiper in eerf e nor in see 

But* fill of swetnesse & of merci euere 

Help fat my fader be not wroth with me 52 

Spek f ou for j ne dar not him ysee 

So haue j doon in eerf e alias f er while 

f af certes but if f ou my socour bee 

To stink eteme he wole my gost exile 56 

(8. n.) 

He vouched saaf tel him as was his wille [/#«/ii8, lacki 

Bicomen a man to haue oure alliaunce 

And with his precious blood he wrot f e hille 

Vp on f e crois as general acquitaunce 60 

To euery Penitent* in ful criaunce 

And f erfore ladi briht* f ou for us praye. 

f awne shalt f ou bof e stinte al his greuaunce 

And make oure foo to fallen of his praye 64 



90 (b) O. DE DEQUILEVILLB's OBIGINAL of the ABC. 

(9. I.) 

Je ne tniis pax nulle voie 

Ou mon salut si "bien voie 

Com, apres Dieu, en toy le voy ; 99 

Quar quant aucun se desvoie, 

A ce que tost se ravoie, 

De ta piti^ li fais convoy. 102 

Tu li fifes lessier son desroy , 

Et li refaiz sa pais au roy, 

Et remez en droite voie. 105 

Moult est done cil en bon arroy, 

En bon atour, en bon conrroy 

Que ta grace si conroie. 108 

(10. K.) 

Kalendier sont enluniin^ 

Et autre livre entering 

Quant ton non les enlumine. Ill 

A tout mescbief ont resin^ 

Ceus qui se sont acbeniin^ 

A toy pour leur medecine. 114 

A moy done, virge, t'encline, [c] 

Car a toy je m*acbemine 

Pour estre bien medicin^ ; 117 

"Ne sueffre que de gainne 

Isse justice devine 

Par quoy je soye extermin^. 120 

(11. L.) 

La douceur de toy pourtraire 

Je ne puis, a qui retraire 

Doit ton filz de ton sane estrait ; 123 

Pour ce a toy m'ay volu traire 

Afin que contre moy traire 

Ne le sueuflfres nul cruel trait. 126 

Je recongnois bien mon mesfait 

Et qu'au colier j'ai souvent trait 

Dont Ten me devroit detraire ; 129 

Mez se tu veus tu as Tentrait 

Par quoy tantost sera retrait 

Le mebain qui m'est contraire. 132 

104. A Et li fais. — 106. C droite roye.— 106. A Moult vont cil j 
B en bon conroy.— 107. B et en bon aroy. — 108. C conroye ; the 
verse is omitted in D. — 112. A resigne ; B reine, corrected ac- 
cording to the other MSS, — 113. A omits se. — 116. B omits i\ — 
117. B Pour moy estre m. — 118. A que desgaygne; Cde sa gaine. 
— 119. -4. justice de gaine. — 121. J. pourtraite. — 123. -4. sane pour- 
traire. — 126. B que vers moy se vueillet. — 126. A sueuflfre. 



(a) THB "ABC." 91 

(9. I.) 
I wof it wel fou wolf "ben cure socour 

Jk)u arf so ful of bowntee in certeyn 

ffor whan a soule falleth in errour 

fi pitee goth & haleth him ayein 68 

pa/nne makest* pou his pees with his souereyn 

And bringest him out* of Je crooked strete. 

Who so fee loueth he shal not* lone in veyn 

))at shal he fynde as he pe lyf shal lete 72 

(10. K.) 
Eidendeeres enlumyned ben pei 

fat* in f is world ben lighted with J)i name 

And who so goth to yow pe rihte wey 

TTiTn thar not* drede in soule to be lame 76 

Now queen of comfort* sithe pon art* pat same 

To whom j seeche for my medicyne. 

Lat not* my foo no more my wownde vntame 

Myn hele in to fin hand al j resyne 80 

(11. L.) 
Ladi f i sorwe kan j not* portreye 

Vnder f e cros. ne his greevous penaunce 

But for youre bofes peynes j yow preye 

Lat not* oure alder foo make his bobaunce 84 

That* he hath in hise lystcs of mischaunce iiee^iu^ 

Conuict* fat ye bof e haue bouht* so deere. 

As j seide erst* f ou groi^nd of oure substaunce 

Continue on us f i pitous eyen cleere 88 



92 (b) Q. DE DEGUILBVILLE'S original of the ABC, 

(12. M.) 

Moyses vit en figure 

Que tu, vierge nete et pure, 

Jhesu le filz Dieu conceus : 135 

Un bysson centre nature 

Vit qui ardoit sans arsure. 

C'es tu, n*en suis point deceiis, 138 

Dex est li feus qu'en toy eiis ; 

Et tu, buisson des recreliz 

Es, pour tremper leur ardure. 141 

A ce veoir, vierge, veils 

Soie par toy et receiis, 

Oste chaussement d'ordure. 144 

(13. K) 

Noble princesse du monde 

Qui n*as ne per ne second e 

En royaume n*en enpire, 147 

De toy vient, de toy redonde 

Tout le bien qui nous abonde, 

N'avons autre tirelire. 150 

En toy tout povre homme espire [d] 

Et de toy son salu tire, 

Et en toy seule se fonde. 163 

Ne puet nul penser ne dire, 

Nul poTirtraire ne escrire 

Ta bont6 comme est parfonde. 156 

(14. 0.) 

Lumiere des non voians 

Et vrai repos des recreans 

Et de tout bien tresoriere, 159 

A toy sont toutez gens beans 

Qui en la foy sont bien creans 

Et en toy ont foy entiere ; 1G2 

A nul onques ne fus fiere, 

Ains toy de'is chamberiere 

Quant en toy vint li grans geans. 1C5 

Or es de Dieu chanceliere 

Et de graces aumosniere 

Et confort a tous recreans. 168 

141. ^Etpour. — 142. J. voir; J9 vierge euz. — 144. Cchauce- 
ment; 2> thaiicement(l).— 145. ^ duchesse. — 148. A redouble. — 
149. A tout 86. — 161. A omits tout, C omits homme. — 156. A Ta 
bonde. — 157. A O luminaire des nons.— 165. B a toy; A le grant 
geant. — 166. A chanBeliere. — 167. A grace. — 168. JBC Et du tout 
a tous agreans. 



(a) THE "ABO." 93 

(12. M.) 
Moises ])at sauh ])e bush with flawmes rede 

Brenninge. of which fer neuer a stikke brende 

Was signe of fin vnwemmed maidenhede 

J)ou arf fe bush on which fer gan descende 92 

fe holigosf fe which faf moyses wende 

Had ben a fyir and fis was in figure. 

Now ladi from fe fyir fou us deufende 

Which fat in helle etemalli shal dure 96 

(13. K) 
Noble pnncesse fat neucre haddest peere 

Certes if any comfort* in us bee 

f at* Cometh of fee f ou cristes mooder deere 

We han noon oofer melodye or glee 100 

Vs to reioyse in oure aduersitee 

Ne aduocaf noon fat wole & dar so preye. 

ffor us. and fat for litel hire as yee 

fat helpen for an Aue marie or tweye 104 

(14. O.) 
verrey light of eyen fat ben blynde 

verrey lust of labour and distresse 

tresoreere of bowntee to mankynde 

fee whom god ches to mooder for humblesse 108 

fi&om his ancille he made f e maistresse 

Of heuene & eerf e. oure bille up for to be'ede. 

f is world awaiteth euere on f i goodnesse 

ffor fou ne failest neuere wight at neede 112 



94 (h) G. DE DEGUILEVILLE*S ORIGINAL OF THE ABC. 

(15. P.) 

Pris m'est volenti d'enquerre 

Pour savoir que Diex vint querre 

Quant en toy se vint enserrer ; 171 

En toy devint vers de terre ; 

Ne cuit pas que fust pour guerre 

Ne pour moy jus aterrer. 174 

Vierge, se ne me sens errer, 

D'armes ne me faut point f errer 

Fors sans plus de li requerre. 177 

Quant pour moy se vint enterrer, 

Se il ne se veut desterrer 

Encor puis s'amour acquerre. 180 

(16. Q.) 

Quant pourpens6 aprfes me sui 

Qu*ay ofifendu et toy et lui, 

Et qu'a mal est m'ame duite, 183 

Que, fors pechie, en moi n'estui, 

Et que mal hyer et pis m*est hui, 

Tost apr^s si me ranvite, 186 

Vierge douce, se pren fiiite, 

Se je fui a la poursuite, 

Ou fuiray, qu*a mon refui? 189 

S*a nul bien je ne m*affiruite [foi. 82] 

Et mas sui avant que luite, 

Plus grief encore en est Tanuy. 192 

(17. E.) 

Reprens moy, mere, et chastie 

Quar mon pere n*ose mie 

Attendre a mon chastiement. 195 

Son chastoy si fiert a hie ; 

Eien n*ataint que tout n'esmie 

Quant il veut prendre vengement. 198 

Mere, bien doi tel batement 

Douter, quar en empirement 

A tous jours est^ ma vie. 201 

A toy dont soit le jugement, 

Car de piti6 as Toingnement, 

M^s que merci Ten te prie. 204 

172. C com ver. — 174. Sic ABCD ; the verse is one syllable too 
short. — 175. A omits ne. — 176. B fault pas. — 177. A Fore que ; 
B del r. — 178. A s'en vint en terre. — 180. A encore. — 184. A en 
est hui ; B en moy ne truy ; D en moi ne sui. — 186. A rauiue ; 
D ravite ; B Tantoust a. si me ravite. — 187. AB bq je. — 191. A 
mat. — 188-89. From C; loth are left out in A; B (188) Toust je. 
— 194. -<1 je n*ose.— 196. jB lui fiert.— 200. AC ^n enpirant— 202. 
A en soit. — 203. Omitted in A; B Oar de pie9a as I'oingnement ; 
O Car de piti^ as longuement. — 204. j&(7 on te. 



(a) THE "ABO." 95 

(16. p.) 
FmpoB I haue sum time for to enquere Li^iu, back] 

Wheifoie and whi pe holi goaf pee souhte 

Whan gabrielles vois cam vn to ]>in ere 

He not* to werre us swich a wunder wrouhte 116 

But* for to saue us p&t he sithen bouhte 

fanne needeth us no wepene us for to saue 

But oonly per we did^n not as us ouhte 

Doo penitence and merci axe and haue 120 

(16. Q.) 
Queen of comfort* yit whan j me bithinke 

jyat* j agilf haue bo]>e him and pee 

And ])at* my soule is wurthi for to sinke 

Alias j caityf whider may I flee 124 

Who shal vn to ]>i sone my mene bee 

Who but* J>i self faf art* of pitee welle. 

povL hast* more reuthe on our6 aduersitee 

])an in piB world miht* any tunge telle 128 

(17. R.) 
Redresse me mooder and me chastise 

fifbr certeynly my faderes chastisinge 

jyat* dar j nouht* abiden in no wise 

So hidous it is hys rihful rekenynge 132 

Mooder of whom oure merci gan to springe 

Beth ye my juge & eek my soules leche 

ffor euere in you is pitee haboundinge 

To eche ]>at* wole of pitee you biseeche 136 



OtIAUOER MI. 



96 (b) Q. DE DEOUILEVILLB's OBIOINAL of the ABC, 

(18. S.) 

Sans toy nul bien ne foysonne 

Et a&na toy Diex riens ne donne, 

Qiiar de tout t'a fet maistresse. 207 

Quant tu veus trestout pardonne ; 

Et par toy est mise bonne 

A justice la mairesse ; 210 

K'est royne ne princesse 

Pour qui nul ainsi se cesse 

Et de droit se dessaisonne. 213 

Du monde es gouvemeresse, 

Et du ciel ordeneresse ; 

Sans reson n'as pas couronne. 216 

(19. T.) 

Temple saint ou Dieu habite 

Dont priv^ sont 11 herite 

Et a tous jours desherit^, 219 

A toy vieng de toy me herite 

Ee9oif moy par ta merite 

Quar de toy n'ay point hesit^. 222 

Et se je me sui herite 

Des espines d'iniquit^ 

Pour quoy terre ^ maudite, 225 

Las m'en clain en verity, 

Car a ce fait m'a excite [»] 

L'ame qui n'en est pas quite. 228 

(20. V.) 

Vierge de noble et haut atour, 

Qui au chastel et a la tour 

De paradis nous atoumes, 231 

Atoume moy ens et entour 

De tel atour que au retour 

De ta grace me retoumes, 234 

Se yil sui, si me raoumes. 

A toy vieng, ne te destoumes, 

Quer au besoing es mon destour. 237 

Sequeur moy, point ne sejoumes, 

Ou tu a la court m'ajoumes, 

Ou ta piti6 fiait son sejour. 240 

207. -4. mestraiflse. — 211. ^ne royne. — 212. Jff par quoy. — 216. 
A n'a.— 221. A ton merite. — ^222. A herite.— 226. A Las me; the 
verse is too short m ABCD; read me en? — 227. A omits fait. — 
236. A ne me. — 237. A retour. 



(a) THE " ABO." 97 

(18. S.) 
Soth is fat god ne granteth no pitee 
With oute fee. for god of his goodnesse 
fforyiveth noon but* it like vn to fee 
He hath fee maked vicair & maistresso 140 

Of al f e world, and eek gouemowresse Uea/iu} 

Of heuene. and he represseth his iustisc. 
After f i wil. and f erfore in witnesse 
He hath fee corowned in so rial wise 144 

(19. T.) 
Temple deuouf per god hath his woninge 
ffro which f ese misbileeued deprmed been 
To you my sonle penitent* j bringe 

Eesceyue me. I can no ferfere fleen 143 

With thomes venymous O heuene queen 
ffor which f e eerf e acursed was ful yore. 
I am wownded as ye may wel seen 
f at* j am lost* almost* if smerf so sore 162 

(20. V.) 
Virgine f at* art* so noble of apparaile 
And ledest* us in to f e hye toure 
Of Paradys. f ou me wisse and cownsaile 
How j may haue fi grace & f i socour 156 

Al haue j ben in filthe and in errour 
Ladi vn to fat court* f ou me aioume 
fat cleped is f i bench. fresh flour 
fer as fat* merci euere shal soiourne 160 



99 (b) G. DB DEGUILEVILLB'S ORIGINAL OF THE ABC, 

(21. X = Ch.) 

Xpc ton filz, qui descendi 

En terre et en la crois pendi, 

Ot pour moy le cost^ fendu. 243 

8a grant rigour il destendi 

Quant pour moy Tesperit rendi, 

3on corps pendant et estendu ; 246 

Pour moy son sane fu espandu. 

8e ceci j'ai bien entendu 

A mon salut bien entendi, 249 

Et pour ce, se Tay offendu 

Et iL ne le m'a pas rendu, 

Merci t'en rens, graces Ten di. 252 

(22. Y.) 

Isaac le prefigura 

Qui de sa mort rien ne cuia 

En obeisant au pere. 255 

Comme .j. aignel tout endura ; 

En endurant tout espura 

Par crueuse mort amere. 258 

O laAs douce vierge mere, 

Par ce fait fai que se pere 

Par plour Tame qui cuer dur a ; 261 

Fai que grace si m'apere ; 

Et n'en soiez pas avere [<?] 

Quar largement la mesura. 264 

(23. Z.) 

Zacharie de mon somme 

Me exite, et si me somme 

D*en toy ma merci atendre ; 267 

Fontaine patent te nomme 

Pour laver pecheiir homme : 

C'est le9on bonne a aprendre. 270 

Se tu done as le cuer tendre 

Et m^offense n*est pas mendre 

De cil qui menga la pomme, 273 

Moy laver veillez entendre, 

Moy garder et moy deffendre, 

Que justice ne m'asomme. 276 

243. A CD Et pour ; B But.— 244. A rogeur y descendi.— 247. 
Frorn C ; A son sane fu despendu ; J9, one step farther^ son corps 
fut despendu.— 248. A Be ci. — 255. A obeisant o pere. — 256. A 
engnel. — 257. A Et endurant. — 260. B scay que ; A se paire ; BD 
ce pere. — 262. A mi apere.— 263. A aveire.— 267. A Sen toy. — 
268. A ce nomme. 



(a) THE "ABO." 99 

(21. X = Ch.) 
Xpc* J)i sone fat in fis world alighte 

Vp on fe cros to suflEre his pa^siown 

And eek suffi.'ed fat longius his hcrte pighte 

And made his herte blood to renne adoi^n 164 

And al was fis for my saluaciown 

And j to him am fals and eek vnkynde 

And yit he wole not my dampnaciown 

pis thanke j yow socour of al mankynde 168 

(22. Y.) 
Isaac was figure of his deth certeyn lua/iu, 6ac*] 

jjaf so fer forth his fader wolde obeye 

]?af him ne rouhte no thing to be slayn 

Eihf soo pi sone lust as a lamb to deye 172 

Now ladi ful of merci j yow preye 

Sithe he his merci mesured so large. 

Be ye not skanf . for alle we singe & seye 

paf ye ben from vengeawnce ay oure targe 176 

(23. Z.) 
Zacharie yow clepeth fe opene welle 

To wasshe sinftd soule out* of his gilt* 

J?e?f ore J?is lessown ouht j wel to telle 

faf nere pi tender herte we weren spilt* 180 

Now ladi sithe fou canst and wilf 

Ben to J?e seed of Adam merciable. 

Bring us to jjaf palais fat is bilf 

To penitentes fat ben to merci able Amen 184 

Explicit* carmen. 
* The contraction for " Christ". 



100 (b) G. DE DEGUILEYILLe's original of the ABC. 

(24. & = et) 

Ethiques s'avoie leu, 

Tout record^ et tout sceii, 

Et apres riens n*en ouvxasse 279 

Du tout seroie deceii. 

Aussi con cil qui est cheii, 

En sa rois et en sa nasse. 282 

Vierge, m'ame je claim lasse, 

Quar en toy priant se lasse 

Et si ne fait point son deii. 285 

Pou vault chose que je amasse ; 

Ma priere n'est que quasse 

S*a bien je ne sui esmeii. 288 

(25. 9 = con.) 

Contre moy doubt que ne prie 

Ou que en vain merci ne crie. 

Je te promet amandement ; 291 

Et pour ce que je ne nie 

Ma promesse, je t*en lie 

L'ame de moy en gaigement ; 294 

Puis si te pri finablement 

Que quant sera mon finement 

Tu ne me defailles mie : 297 

Pour moy soies au jugement 

Aiin que bereditablement [d] 

J'aie pardurable vie. 300 

AMEN. 



277. A tout veil.— 285. (7 pas son.— 289. ^i? que je ne.— 290. 
A raerci je, — 292. A je nay mie. — 297. I^om C ; A Vierge tu ne 
me failles mie ; B Tu ne me failles done m. — 299. A heritable- 
ment. Here, as in other verses (220^ 286, 290), the e of the i)re- 
cedhig monosyllabic word is elided. 
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pFor the Latin Prayer, O Intemerata, which is the 
source of the last 6 stanzas of Chaucer's poem, see the 
ParalleUTeoct Printl 
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PAR.-TBXT 139 
MOTHER OF GOD. PHILLIPPS MS. 103 



MOTHER OP GOD. 

[Phillipps MS, (of Hoccleve^s Minor Poems) 8151, Ohelten- 

ham, leaf 34.] 

Ad heatam virginem. 

(1) (I. I) 

Modir of god, and virgyae vndeffouled, 1 

blisful queene, of queenes Emperice, 
Preye for me fat am in synne mowled 
To god thy sone, punysslifir of vice 4 

Jjat of his mercy thogh fat I be nyce 
And negligent in keepyng of his lawe 
His hy mercy my soule / vn to hipa drawe. 7 

(2) (I. 2) 

Modir of mercy, wey of indulgence 8 

]}at of al vertu art superlatyf* 

Sauer of vs by thy beneuolence 

Humble lady / mayde / modir and wyf 1 1 

Causer of pees / stynter of wo & stryf* 

My preyei^ vn to thy sone presente 

Syn for my gilt I fully me repente 14 

(3) (I. 3) 

Benigne confort of vs wrecches aH iiMfM»bMc] 15 

Be at myn endyng' whan fat I shal deye 

"Welle of pitee / vn to thee I catt 

fful of* swetnesse / helpe me to weye 18 

Ageyn the feend, fat with his handes tweye 

And his might plukke wole / at the balance 

To weye vs doun keepe vs from his nusanoe. -21 
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(4) (n. 1 

And for thow art ensaiimple of chastitee 22 

And of virgynes worsship and honour 

Among all wommen blessid thow be 

ITow speke and preye to our Sauueour 25 

pat he me sende swich grace & fauour 

pixt al the hete of brennyng Leccherie 

He qwenche in me blessid maiden Marie 28 

(6) (IL 2) 

O blessid lady / the cleer lig&t of day 29 

Temple of our Lord / and roote of al goodnesse 

J>at by prayei* wypest oleene away 

The filthes of our synful wikkidnesse 32 

thyn hand foorth putte / & helpe my distresse 

And fro temptacioun deliure me 

Of wikkid thoglit, thuiglL thy benignitee 35 

(6) (n. 3) 

So ^at the wil fuMld be of thy sone [leaf 85] 36 

And ])at of the holy goost he menlumyne 

Preye for vs as ay hath be thy wone 

Lady / all swiche emprises been thyne 39 

Swich an aduocatrice who can dyuyne 

As thow right noon, our greeues to redresse. 

In thy refuyt is al our sikimesse. 42 

(7) (IIL 1) 

Thow shapen art by goddes ordenance 43 

Mene for vs flour of humilitee 

fiGicche fat lady in thy remembrance 

Lest our fo the feend thurgh his sotiltee 46 

pat in awayt lyth for to cacche me 

Me ouercome with his treccherie 

Vn to my soules helthe iihow me gye 49 

rHILLIPPS 
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(8) (III. 2) 

Tliow art the way of our Eedempciofi 60 

for cryst of thee hath deyned for to take 

fi^es^ and eek* blood / for this entencioa 

Vp on a crois to die for our sake 63 

His precious deeth made the feendes qwake 

And cristen folk* for to reioisen eue/*e 

£&om his mercy / helpe / he we nat disseuere 56 

(9) (m. 3) 

Tendrely rememhre on the wo & peyne Deaf ss, back) 57 

pai thow souffiidist in his passion 

Whan watir & blood out of thyn yen tweyne 

fibr sorwe of him ran by this cheekes doon 60 

And syn thow knowest fat the enchesoun 

Of his deeth was, for to saue al man kynde 

Modir of mercy fat haue in thy mynde 63 

(10) (IV. 1) 

Wei oghten we thee worsshipe & honure 64 

Paleys of Cryst, flour of virginitee 

Syn yp on thee / was leid the charge & cure 

The lord to bei* of heuene & eerthe & see 67 

And alle thynges fat ther ynne be 

Of heuenes kyng thow art predestinat 

To hele our soules of hir seek estat ' 70 

(11) (IV. 2) 

Thy maidens wombe in which our lord lay 71 

Thy tetes / whiche him yaf to sowke also 
To our sauynge / be they blessid ay 
The birthe of Cryst our thraldom putte ys &o 74 

loie and honour / be now & eueremo 
To him and thee, fat vn to libertee 
firo thraldam han vs qwit / bleseid be yee 77 

[1 Stanm 12, or IV. 3, t?ie real lines 78-84, Tost] 
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(12) (V. 1) 

By thee Lady y makid is the pees [iMf I6j 7S 

Betwixt Angels and tnen / it is Ho doute 

Blessid be god ])at swich a modiv (^ees 

Thy gracious bountee spredith al aboiite 81 

Thogli ])at our^ hert^ steeme been & stoute 

Thow to thy sone canst be swich a m'ene 

That aH oui' giltes he foryeueth cle^. 84 

(13) (V. 2) 

Paradys yates opned been by thee 85 

And bioken been the yates eek* of helle 

By thee / the world restored is pardee 

Of al vertu, thow art the spryng & weU: 88 

By thee al bountee / shortly for to teH 

In heuene & eerthe by thyn ordenance 

JPaifomed is / our soules sustenance. 91 

(U) (V. 3) 

Now syn thow art of swich auctoritee 92 

Lady pitous / viigyne wemmelees 

J>at our Lord god nat list to weme thee 

Of thy requeste / I wot wel / doutelees 95 

Than spare nat, foorth thee to putte in press 

To preye for vs Crystes modir deere 

Benygnely wole he thyn axyng< heere 98 

(15) (VL 1. Ointemerata! englisht) 

Apostle and freend familier of Cryst [leaf sn, back] 99 

And his y-chosen virgyne / seint Ion 

Shynynge apostle & euangelyst 

And best beloued am<H3g hem echon 102 

With our Lady preye I thee to been oon 

J>at vn to Cryst shal for vs aM: preye 

Do this for vs Crystes derlyi^ I seye. 105 

FHILLIPPB 
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(16) (VL 2) 

Marie and Ion heuenly gemmes twejne 106 

O lig&tes two shynyngf in the presenoe 

Of our lord god, now do your bysy peyne 

To wasshe away our cloudeful offense 109 

So ]pat we mowen make resistence 

Ageyn the feend, & make him to bewaitt 

Pat jour preyei* may so moche auaiii' 112 

(17) (VI. 3) 

Yee been tho two I knowe verraily 113 

In which the fadir god gan edifie 

By his sone oonlygeten specially 

To him an hows / wherfore I to yow crye 116 

Beeth leches of our synful maladie 

Preyeth to god / lord of misericorde 

Oui* olde giltes / fat he nat recorde. 119 

(18) (VII. 1) 

Be yee our^ help and our protecciofi [leaf S7] 120 

Syn for meryt of your virginitee 

The priuilege of his dilecciofi 

In yow confermed god vp on a tree 123 

Hangyng* / and vn to oon of yow seide he 

Eight in this wyse, as I reherce can 

Beholde heei^ lo / thy sone womwan 126 

(19) (VII. 2) 

And to fat othir / heer thy modir lo 127 

Than preye I thee / fat for the greet swetnesse 

Of the hy loue, fat god twixt yow two 

With his mowth made / and of his noblesse 130 

Conioyned hath yow / thurgh his blisfulnesso 

As modir and sone helpe ys in our neede 

And for our giltes make our* hertes bleed e 133 

X'HILLIPFe 



m PAB.-TBrr 

106 MOTHEB OF GOD. PHILLIPP8 MS. 

(20) (vn. 3) 

Vh to yow tweyne, I my soule commendo 134. 

Marie and lolSn for my flaanaciofi 

Helpith me yat I may my lyf amende 

HeJ^ith now, }»at ihe habitaciofi 137 

Of the holy goost our recocatiofi 

Be in myn herte now and eaaremore 

And of my sonle, waashe away ^ sore — Amen 140 

[Bottom of leaf 37.] 
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VII. 

%wtliH anir %tait. 

HABLEIAN MS. 7383 (FROM SHIBLET). 

{As none of Shirley's 3 copies of this poem have stanzas 
39 and 45, which are evidently both genuine, they are put 
in here from the Tanner MS. 346 in the Bodleian.] 
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ANELYDA AND ARCYTE. 

[Harl M8. 7333 {from Shirley), leaf 134, col. 1.] 

Ixxvij 
Lo my lordis and ladyes Here folowyng may ye 
see the maner of* the lovysg bytwene Arcite of> 
Thebes and Anelida the faire Quene of Hermony 
whidL witll his feynedf chere doublenesse and flateryng* 
disceiuedf her wttAoaten) cause / she beyng than oon 
of* J^e trewest gentilwomeii) that bere lyf* compleyneth 
her I beseche you. 

(1) [Proem or Invocation : 3 stanzael 

¥ow fieis god of* armes Mars the rede 1 

That in }»e frosty contrey called Trace 
Within thi grealy temple ful of* drede 
Honure<) art as patroii) of* that place 4 

With thi Bellona / Pallas ful of grace 
Be present and my song contynne and guy 
At my begynnyng/ thus to the I cry 7 

(2) 
V For hit ful depe / is sonkes) in my myn^ 8 

With pitous herte . in englissh for to endite 

This old! story in latyne which I fynde 

Of* quene Anelyda and fals Arcite 11 

That eeld which fat ati: can) frete and bite 

As hit hath froteD) many A noble story 

hath negh devoured oute of* my memory 14 

(3) 
IF Be fauourable eke thow poljrmea 15 

On pamaso that with thi sustres) glade 

By EUicoi)) nogh far frome Cirea 

Syngest with voice memorial in fe shade 18 

Vndir the laurier / which fat may not fade 

And do that I my Ship to hauen) wynne 

First folowe I stace / and aftir fat Corynne 21 

HABLEIAN 7833 (fROM BHIRLBT) 
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(4) [The Story : 27 stanzas] 

WHan Theseiu with wentes longe and grete 22 

The Aspre f olke of Cithe had oueroomme 
With laurel^ oorouned in his chare gdl<J bete 
home to his Cuntre / houses is ecomiTie 25 

For which the people blisfiiH hole and somme 
So crydoii) / }&t imto the sterres it wente 
And him to hcmures). didex]) / ail her entente 28 

(5) 

f Befome this duk in signe of* hie Yictoiye 29 

The tnimpes came / and in his baner large. 

The ymage of* mars and tokenyng of* his glohe. 

Men mighten) seen) / of tresoure mftny a Charge. 32 

Many bright helme and many spere and targe 

many a fressh knyght / and blisfiil route 

On hors and fote / In aB. the felde aboute 35 

(6) 

IT Ypolita his wyf / the hardy queiie 36 

Of Cithea that he conquer(} had 

With Emelye her yong Sustir shene 

Faire in a Chaier of* goldl he "with him ladde 39 

That all the ground aboute the chare, she sprad 

With the brightnesse of the beaute in her face 

Fulfilled! of largesse and of AUe grace 42 

(7) 

If With his Tryumphe / of lawrier c^roun^d thus 43 

In aH: the floure of Fortunes yevyng 

lete I this noble prince this Theseus 

Tbwardes Att^ties in his wey ridyng 46 

And fonde I woH in shortly for to bryng 

The sleght wey of that I gan) to write 

Of tho quene Anelida / and fals Arcyte. 49 

BAtlLfilAN 7333 (FROM SHIRLEY) 
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(8) 
IT Mars which thtugli his forioiui Gonis of* yie pMif is4»«>lv 
The olcl wratii of Juvo to fiiiaile 
Hath sette the peoplis hertis both on fyre 
Of* Thebes and grece / jche othir for to kjlle 53 

With blodj speiis / ne rested neuer stille 
But throng now here now fere amongis hem botli 
Tj& euench othir slon^ so were the! wrotll 5Q 

(9) 

f For whan Amphjorax and Tedins 5T 

ypomedon) Parthonopee also 

weren) dede and sleyn) proude Campaneus 

And whan fe wrechid Thebans bretheren) two 60 

Were slayne * and kyng Adrascus Home ego 

So desolate stode Thebes and so bare 

That no wight coude no remedy of* his &re 63 

(10) 

IT And whan) that ol(i Creon) gan) espie 64 

how that the blode riaH was brought edous) 

he heled that Cite by his Thyrannye 

And did the gentils of* that regyouT^. 67 

To beD) his &end * and wonneii) in fQ toune 

So what for loue of* him and what for awe. 

The noble folke were to the toune edrawe 70 

(11) 

V Amonges eli thies / Anelida the queue* 71 

Of* ermony was in fat toune duellyng 

That feirei^ was * J^an is fe sonne shene 

Thurgh oute the world * so gan her name spryng 74 

That her to seen) ' had euery wight likyng 

For as of trouth is fere non her liche 

Of* aH fe wymen) in f is world riche. 77 
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(12) 

IT Yong was this quene • of* xx^ yere eld. 78 

Of* myddeti: stature and of* suche f airenesse 

That nature had grete ioy / her to beholde 

And for to speken) of* her stedfastnes 81 

She passed hath penelope and lucresse 

And shortly if she shaH be comprehendid 

In her ne myght no thing be amendid 84 

(13) 

IF This theban) knyght eke fe soth to seyn) 85 

Was yong and pere with att a lusty knyght 

But he was double in loue afid nothing pleyne 

And subtiti in fat Crafte • ouer any wight 88 

jAnd with his connyng what fat lady bright 

So ferforth loo ' he gan) her trouth ensure 

That* she him trustith aboue eche creature. 91 

(14) 

IF What shuld I seyn) she lovidl Arcyte so 92 

That whan fat he was absent any throwe 

Anon her thought / hir hert brast on two 

For in her sight / to her he bare him lowe. 95 

So fat she wende * haue aM. his hert eknowe 

But he was fals / hit ncis but feyned chere 

Ali: nedith not tq men / suche Crafte to lere. 98 

(15) . r 

f Buf natheles ful mycheH besynesse. 99 

had he or fat he myght his lad/ wynn«' 

And swore he wold dey. for distresse. 

Or from his witte he wold twynne. 102 

Alas f e while • for hit was routh and synne. 

That she vpon) his sorowis wolden) rewe. 

But no thing thenkith / fe fals as doth the trewe. 105 

HABLEIAN 7333 (FROM SHIRLBT) 
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(16) 

IT Hir fredome fonde Arcyte in suche maner 106 

That aH was hia / pat 9he hath moche or lyte 

Ke to no cieatiue mada she chore. 

Forther )»an that hit liked Arcyte 109 

Ther nas no lacke with wiche he myg!it her wite/ '^gJJ^i]** 

Shoo was so ferforthe gyren him to plese 

))at aH )»at likecl him hit did her ese / 112 

(17) 

V l)ere nas to himo man^ lettie sent US 
))at towchidf lore jErom anye maner wyg&t 

]pat she ne shewid it him or it was brent 

So pleyne she was anci didi hir ftd mig!it 116 

))at she nil hyden no thing frome hir knygbt 

lest he of eny yntron^ hir vpbroyde / 

with outen bode / his heste sheo / elayde / 119 

(IB) 

IT And eke he made him lalowse ouer hir 120 

]Pat what pat any man had to hir seyde 

Anoon) he wolde preyen her to swere / 

what was that worde / or maken him yuel apayde / 123 

]panne wende sheo oute of her wyt haue brayed 

But alt this nas / bat flight & fi^terie / 

WMouten love of Feyned lalawsye 126 

(19) 

V And Al this toke sheo so debonayr^ly 127 
]pat al his wille hir thought hir skilful thing* 

And ener the lenger sheo lovid him tendrely 

An did him honot^r as he were a kynge / 130 

hir hart was to him / weddi with a Binge / 

So ferforfe vpon) trow]>e is hir entente / 

J)at where he goo])e his hert wtt^ him wente 133 
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(20) 

IT When sheo shaH: ete /on him is al hir thought 134 

p&t wele ynne]>e of mete tooke she keepe 

And whan pat sheo was to hir Reste ebrought 

On him sheo thought alwey tiU sheo slope 137 

Whan he was absent preuely sheo weepe/ 

pua lyvef e fayere Anelyda J)e qveene/ 

For Fals Arcyte fat did? hir that tene 140 

(21) 

If ])is Fals Arcite of his nuwefangulnesse / 141 

For sheo to him so lovely was andf trewe / 

Tooke lasse deyntee of hir stedfastnesse / 

Andl sawe a nojyere ladye proude andf nuwe / 144 

And Eyght a noon / he cladde him in hei^ huwe 

Woot I nowght whethir in white rede or grene 

Andl falshedl fat fayr^ Anelida pe qwene / 147 

(22) 

IT But natheles gret wondre was it noone 148 

Jyawgh he were fals for it* is kynde of mane 

Sithe lanek was / ]yat is so longe agoone 

To been in love / als fals as eu^r he cane / 151 

he was ]ye firste &dre that eu^ be-gane 

To loven too / andl liven in bygamye / 

Andf he founde tentis Firste / but yf men lye / 154 

(23) 

If ]pis fals Arcyte sumwbat moste he feyne 155 

Whane he was fals to couer his thratourye 

Right as an hors fat can boo])e byte & pleyne 

For he bare hir oid honde of Trecherye 158 

Andl swore he Coude hir dowbilnesse espie / 

Andl alt was Falsi^esse that sheo to him mente 

f>\xs swore this Jyeoff and forjye his weye he wente / 161 
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(24) 

V Ellas what hart myght endure it 162 
For Bou]^ and woo hir sorow for to teH: 

Or what man hat& fe connyng or fe witte / 

Or what man myght vrith in the Chambra dwelle 165 

Yf I to him Eehersin shonlde }»e helle 

Whicb sufferitb &ire Anelyda fe Quene / 

For Fals Arcyte fat did her afi fk teene 168 

(26) 

V Sheo weopej^e wayle^ swoone^ pytously 169 
To groimde sheo fallejye dede as any stoone [iMf iHbMk,ooi.s] 
Al cranmpisshecl hir lymmes crookedly 

Sheo spekithe as hir witte were afi agoone / 172 

0])er colonre ]»anne Asshen hath sheo noone 

Noon) othir worde spekithe sheo muche or luytle 

But mercy cmdl harte myn) arcyte / 175 

(26) 

IT Andl J^us endorith til sheo was soo mate 1 76 

j>Q,t sheo nathe on) whiche sheo may sustene 

Bnt ioTpe langwissing* in J^is estate 

On) which arcyte haje Rowfe noon ne teene / 179 

His herte was ellis where nuwe and grene 

])at od) hir woo nought dejmidi him to thinke 

Him Reccheth nought* whefer sheo fleete / or swynke / 182 

(27) 

f His nuwe Ladye holdithe him so narowe / 183 

Vp by fe brydefi at fe staves ende 

Jjat euery worde he drad? as an Arowe 

hir daungei' made him booje bowe and beende / 186 

And as hir lyste made him toume and wende / 

For sheo ne grauntecJ him in hir lyvynge 

No grace whi he hathe noo luste to sjmge / 189 
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(28) 
If But drofe him forthe / vnnethe lisf hir knowe / 190 
Jjat he was sarvant vn to hir ladishippe 
But leste that he were proude sheo heldl hiw* lowe / 
J)us seruepe he witAouten mete or shepe 193 

Sheo sent him nowe to lande and nowe to shipe 
And for sheo gave him daungere al his fille 
j3ere-fore sheo had him at hir owne wille. 196 

(29) 
If Ensaumple of this yee thrifty women) idl 197 

Takejje of Anelida • and Arcyte / 
And for hir list him dere herte Calle 
And was soo meke perefore he louid hir luyte 200 

\>Q kynde of mannes herte is to delight 
In thing fat straunge is / aJs soo god me save 
For what ho may not gete ])at wolde he have /. 203 

(30) 
IT Nowe tounie we to Anelyda A-geyne 204 

Which peynithe day by day in languisshing* 
But whane sheo sawe / }pai hir gate no gayne 
Vppoh) A day fuH soroufuH w^pynge 207 

Sheo caste hir for to make a compleyning 
And of hir Owne honde sheo gane hit wreyte / 
And sent hit to hir Theban knyghf dann Arcyte 210 

The compleynte of* anelida fe Quene of* Hermonye 

vpon arcyte borne of ])e blode BiaH of Thebes for his 

Doublenesse. 

(31) (Compleini 1. Froem) 

SO thirllefe with fe poynt of Bememberaunce 211 
The swerde of sorowe whette with fals pleasaiinoe / 
Myn hart bare of blisse and blak of hues 
That tumid is in qoakynge aH my daunce 
My suretee in a whaapecl opuntenaunce 215 

HABLBUN 7aa8 (FBOM BHIBLSr) 
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Sithe it A-vaylithe nowght for to be trewe 

For who 800 tiewest is it shaH hir rewe 

]Pat seruithe love And doj^e hir obseiyauncQ / 

Alday tiH ood) / GhaungeJ^e for no newe 219 

(32) {Compl 2 ; Mav. I. 1) 

IT I wot my selfe als welle als any wig&t 220 

For I lonid oon) 'with aH myn) herte and! migbt 

More than my selfe an hunderi]?e thoosancl sithe / 

Andl callidi him myn herte^ lyff my knight 

And was al his / als f er as it was Eigbt 224 

When he was gladf Jyane was I euere kly}»e 

For his desire was to me de^ als swythe 

And he A geyne his tronght hathe me plight [iMifitB.eoLi3 

For euermord / his ladye me to kythe 228 

(33) (Campl 3 ; Mov. I. 2) 

if Nowe is he Fals / eUas and Causelesse 229 

And of my woo he is so rewthelesse 

pat -with oon) worde / him Hste not oonys deyne 

To brjmge ageyne my sorowfuti hert in pese 

For he is kaute vp in a ne])er lese 233 

Eight as him liste he laughethe / at/ my peyne / 

And I ne can myne herte nought Bestreyne 

For to love him Alweye neuer the lesse 

And of Att this I note / to whome me pleyne / 237 

(34) (Compl 4 ; Mov. I. 3) 

IF And shaH I pleyne / ellas \>at harde stounde 238 

Vn to my f oo that gave myn herte A wounde / 

And yette desirit^e that myne harome be more 

Nay for certes / fer shaH: I neuer be founde 

Kodn othir helpe])e my soores for to sounde 242 

My destenye hathe shapen) it futt yore/ 

I wolle noon oJ>er medecyne ne lore/ 

I wolle ben ay fere I was oones bounde/ 

)>at I have seyde / beo syde for euermore/ - 246 
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(35) (Compl 5 j Mov, 14) 

IT Ellas wher is be comen) yowr gentilnesse/ 247 

Youre wordes full of plesaunce and humblesse 

Youre observaunce / andf so lowe manere / 

Youre Awaytinges andf youre besynesse 

Vppon) me fat ye callid? yowr mastresse / 251 

Youre soverayne ladye / of this worlde here 

And! is fere nowe neyf er worde ne cheere/ 

Yee wouchensaff vppown myn) hevinesse 

Ellas youre / love I bie it att to dere / 255 

(36) (Compl 6; Mov. I. 5) 

IT Nowe Certes swete faughe fat yee 256 

J)us Causelesse f e Cause be 

Of my dedely Aduersitee 

Yowr manly Rayson) aught it for to Respite/ 259 

To slee yowr frende and namlie me / 

l)at nener yitte in noo degree 

Olfendi.} yowe / als wissely he 

fat al wot oute of woo my sowle quite 263 

But for I was so pleyne / Arcyte 

In att my werkes much and! lyte 

An(J so besye yowe to delyte 

Myn honour sauf» / make and kynde and Free 267 

f er fore ye putte on) me this wyte 

An(J als ye Recche not A myght 

f aughe f rtt f e swerde of sorowe byte 

^fy woofuH harte f orowe yo?^r creweltee 271 

(37) (Compl 7 ; Mov. l. 6) 

f My swete for whye doo yee soo for shame 273 

An(J thenken yee fat ferf eridi be yowr uame^ 

To love a newe / An(J be vntrewe nay 

An(J putte yowe in sclaundr6 nowe and blame 

For to do me / Aduersite / and grama 27S 

HA&LBIAN 7333 (FROM SHIRLEy): 
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))at loue yowe moste / god wett povL woste / Alwaye/ 
Yitt Gome A gayne / And? yit be playne some daye/ 
Andl )>a]3) shati this / fat nowe is mis / be game/ 
And? Al forgyven / while pat here live I maye 280 

(38) {Compl 8 ; Mov. 11. 1) 
% loo herte myne / Al J^is is for to seyne 281 

And whethir shafi I pray / or elle^ pleyne 
Whidl is pe wey to do yowe to be trewe 
For ou]7er mote I have yow in my cheyne 284 

Or withe ]>e dethe yee mutte departe vs twene DMf U6» ool q 
)>er lithe noon othir / meene weyes nuwe/ 
For goci 80 wissly^ of my sonle ruwe 
Aa yerraylye yee slee me wit^ }e peyne 
))at may yee see ynfeynidl on) myn) huwe 289 

(39) {Compl 9 ; Mav, II. 2) [From Tanner MS. 346] 
[For thus ferforth haue .1* my det& soghte 290 

My selfe .1. morder with my pryue thoghte 
For Borou and routh of youre vnkyndenes 
I. wepe / I. wele / I. faste att helpeth noghte 
I. voyde ioy / that is to speke of oghte 294 

I. voyde companye .1. flee gladdenes 
who may avaufice her bet of heuynes 
Then .1* and to this plite haue ye me broghte 
with oute gilte me nedyth no witnes] 298 

(40) (Compl. 10 ; Mov. II. 3 : nine rymes in -ede) 
If Andl shulde I preye and! venyme womanhode 299 

Nay TiBLpere dye J^at do soo CreueH dede 
And! Axse mercy causeles what nede 
And yf I pleyne what life pat 1 lede 
)?ane wol yee laughe I knowe it oute of drede 303 

And yf pat I / to yowe myne othes beede / 
For myn excuse / a scome ahaXt be my mede/ 
Youre chere fioure])e / but it it wolle not sede 
Fu& longe a-gon) / I ought to have taken hede 307 

BARLBUAN 7833 (fBOM SHUUiBT) 



PAR.-TBXT 168-169 
▲NSLIDiL AND AR0ITE. HARLEIAN MS. 7338. 121 

(41) (Oompl 11 ; Mov. 11. 4) 

IT For Jjaugfie / 1 hade yowe / nuwe agayno to morowe/ 308 

I myght als weele kepe / AueryH from) Kayne 

As holde yow trewe / andf make yowe lioole stedfaste / 

Almyghti godi of trow the soverayne 

Where is \>e trowthe of man whoo hathe it slayne 312 

8heo that hem trustithe shaH hem fynde als faste 

As in a tempeste is f e Eoton maste 

Is fat a tame beste fat is ay fayne 

To fleen) aweye when he is lefte agaste 316 

(42) (Gompl. 12 ; Mov. 11. 6) 

But mercj swete yf I mys saye 317 

Have I ought saide oughte of fe ways 

I not my wytte is halffe a waye 

I fare as dofe fe songe of Chaunte pleure 320 

For nowe I pleyne / and now I playe 

I am so masedl fat I deye 

Arcyte hathe borne aweye f e keye 

Of ati my worlde/ and! my goode Aventure/ 324 

For in this worlde nys Creature 

Wakynge in moore discomfiture 

})ane I ne more sorowe endure 

And! yf I Slepe A furlonge wey or tweye / 328 

IF })an thinkithe me fat youre figure 

Be-fore me stante Cloof ed in Asure/ 

To profren efte andf nuwe ensure/ 

For to be trewe / and love me til I dye 332 

(43) (Compl 13; Mov. 11. 6) 

IF J)e longe Nyglit / f is wonder sight I drye 333 

Andl on the day for f ilke a fraye I dye 

And of Al this right nought ewysse yee rechche 

Ne never mo / myne eyen two beo drye 

Andl to youre rougllt / and to yowr trouthe I crye 337 

HARLBIiLN 7338 (FROM SHIRLBt) 
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But welawaje to fer hen thei to Fecche 

J)as holdithe me my destenye a wrechche 

But me to Eede oute of this drede /or crye 

Ne may my witte / so weyke is it nought strecche 341 

(44) (Comjpl. 14. Concluaian.) 

IT ))aime eondid I thus sithe I may do namore 342 

Andl yeve it vp for now and evir more 

For shaH I neuer efte put in balaunse 

My sikumesse / or leome of love fe lore 

But as ]>e swane / 1 have harde sey fuH yore 346 

Ageynisf his dethe / shafi synge his penavnse / 

So sey I here / my destenye or chaunce/ 

How }»at Arcyte / Anelyda so sore 

Ha]>e thrilled with fe poynte of Bememberaunce/ 350 

(46) [ConHnuation] [From Tanner MS. 346] 

[when that Annelida this wofufi queno 351 

EEath of her hande writen in this wise 

with face dede betwix pale and grene 

She felle a swow and sith she gan to rise 354 

And vnto Mars avoyth sacrifice 

with-Inne the temple with a sorof uH chere 

That shapyn was as ye shaH aftyr here] 357 

[Invperfed : 1 never finiaht. See the description of the 
Temple of Mars in The Knight's Tale.] 
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€\t J'ormer %^t. 



[From the 5th Metre of the 2nd Book of Boethius de 
Coiiaolatiom Philoaophdae. line 56 is wantuig.] 
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THE FORMER AGE. 

[Oamb. Univ. MS. It. 3. 21, leaf 52, hack.] 
Chawcer vp-on this fyfte metur of the second book 

(1) 

ABlysfnl lyf a paysyble and a swete 1 

Ledden the poeples in the former age 
They helde hem paied of the fructes pat pej ete 
Whiche pat the feldes yaue hem by ysage 4 

They ne weere nat forpampred wtt/i owtrage 
Onknow3m was p* qnyeme and ek the melle 
They eten mast hawes and swych pownage 
And dronken water of the oolde welle 8 

(2) 

H Yit nas the grownd nat wownded w/t^ p* plowh 9 

But com Tp-sprong vnsowe of mannes bond 

j)e which they gnodded and eete nat half .I.-nowh 

Ko man yit knewe the forwes of his lond 12 

Ko man the fyr owt of the flynt yit fonde 

Vn-koruen and vn-grobbed lay the vyne 

Ko man yit in the morter spices grond 

To clarre ne to sawse of galentyne 16 

(3) 

H "No Madyr welde or wod no litesterd 17 

Ke knewh / the fles was of is former hewe 

Ko flessh ne wyste offence of egge or sper« 

Ko coyn ne knewh man which is fals or trewe 20 

Ko ship yit karf the wawes grene and blewe 

No Marchauwt yit ne fette owt-landissh ware 

No batails trompes for the werres folk ne knewe 

Ne towres heye and walles rownde or square 24 

B. 8. 21, OAMBR. 
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II What sholde it han avayled to werreye 25 

Ther lay no profyt ther was no rychesse 

But coined was the tyme .1. dar^ wel seye p«afw] 

\)at men fyrst dede hir* swety bysynesso 28 

To grobbe vp metal lurkynge in dirkenesse 

And iafe Ryuerys fyrst geiimiys sowhte 

Alias than sprong* vp al the cursydnesse 

Of coueytyse pat fyrst owr sorwe browhte 32 

(5) 

U Thyse tyTanwt3 put hem gladly nat in pres 33 

No places wyldnesse ne no busshes for to wynne 

Ther pouerte is as seith diogenes 

Ther as vitayle is ek so skars and thinne 36 

})nt nat but mast or apples is ther lune 

But fe?* as bagges ben and fat vitaile tt ^,^'2""(?T*' 

Ther wol they gon aiul spare for no synne f 39 

Wit/i al hir ost the Cyte forto a-saylo f 40 

(6) 

U Yit was no paleis chaumbres ne non halles 41 

In kaues and wodes sof re and swete 

Sleptin this blyssed folk* wM-owte walles 

Or gras or leues in parfyt loye reste and quiete 44 

No down of fetheres ne no bleched shete 

Was kyd to hem but in surte they slepte 

Hir hertes weere al on wit/i-owte galles [for -ett ryme] 

Euerych of hem his feith to oother kepte 48 

(7) 
H Vnforged was the hawberke and the plate 49 

J)* lambyssh poeple voyded of alle vyse 

Had den no fantesye to debate 

But eche of hem wolde oother wel cheryce 52 

Ko pyide non enuye non Auaryce 

No lord no taylage by no tyranye 

Ymblesse and pes good feith the emperice 

[ no gap in the M8.] 56 

li. 8. 21, OAMBR. 
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(8) 
IT Yit was nat luppiter the lykerous 67 

\>ai fyrst was f adyr of delicasie 
Come in this world ne nembrot desyrous 
To legne had nat maad his towres hye 60 

Alias alias now may [men] wepe And crye 
For in owre dayes nis but couetyse 
Dowblenesse and tresoon and ennye 
Toyson and mancHawhtre and mordre in sondry wyse 64 
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ADAM SCRIVENER. 

[mS. E. 3. 20 (Shirley's), Ti-in. Coll. Library, ith leaf 

from the end,'\ 

% Chauciers wordes -a. Gefirey vn to Adame his 

owen scryveyne / 

H Adam * scry veyne / if euei^ if J>ee byfalle 1 

Boece or Troylus / for to wryten nuwe / 

Vnder fy long* lokkes / fowe most* haue fc scalle 

But affler my makyng* jjowe wryte more truwe 4 

So oflft a daye • I mot fy werk* renuwe / 

It to. corect* and eke to rubbe and scrape / 

And al is thorugfi . fy necglygence and ra^e / 7 



8HIRLET 
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X. 



®Jt ^0ttst of Jfain 



6 



[In 3 Books, the 3rd unfinisht] 
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[Fairfax MS. 16, vdlum {Bodl Libr.), leaf 154, back,] 

IT The house of ffitme 

iJU fke propsr l^amM, and mtma futktr hoimm, haw a light red U$u under them. The 
nota • are in a later JUmd, tf etande fir t with a eurl tumd over it, eonutimee 
prhUed'te'A 

[BOOK /.] 

[Proem,] 

Od tume vs / euery dreme to goode 
fEbr hyt is wondei' / be the Roode 
To my wytte / what causetb swevenes 
Eythei' on) morwes / or oii) evenea 4 

And why the£Pecte / f olweth of somme 

And of somTne / hit shal neuer come 

Why that is / an avisioun 

And why this / a reuelacioun 8 

Why this a dreme / why that A swevene 

And noght* to euery man) / lyche evene 

Why this affaintome / why these oracles 

I not but who-80 / of these meracles 1 2 

The causes knoweth / bet then) T 

Devyne he / for I certenly 

Ne kan) hem noght / ne neuer thinke 

To besely my Wytte / to swinke 16 

To knowe / of hir signifiaunce 

The gendres / neyther the dista^mce 

Of tymes of hem / ne the causis 

ffbr-M'hy this is more / then that cause is 20 

As yf folkys / complexions 

Make hem dreme / of reflexions 

Or ellis thus/ as other sayne 

ffor to grete feblenesse / of her brayne 24 

By abstinence / or by sekenesse 

Prison) stewe / or grete distresse 

FAIRFAX 
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Or ellis by / dysordynaunce 

Of naturell / acustumaunce 28 

That somine man) / is to curiouse 

In studye / or melancolyouse 

Or thus / so inly ful of drede 

That no man) may / hym bote bede 32 

Or ellis / that deuocion) 

Of somme / and contemplacion) 

CausetR / suche dremes ofte 

Or that the cruelle lyfe / Vn-softe 36 

Whiche these ilke loners / leden) 

That hopen ouer meche / or dreden) 

That purely / hei' impressions 

Causetfi hem / Avisions Deaf 155] 40 

Or yf that spiritis / haue the myghf 

To make folke / to dreme a-nyghf 

Or yf the soule / of propre kynde 

Be so pa?*fit / as men) fynde 44 

That yt forwote / that ys to come 

And that hyt wameth / al and some 

Of euerycbe / of her auentures 

Be avisions / or be figures 48 

But that oure fless!i / ne hath no myghi^ 

To vnderstonde / hyt aryghf 

ffor hyt is warned / to derkly 

But why the cause is / noght* wot I 52 

We[l] worth of this thynge / grete clerkys 

That trete of* this / and other werkes 

For I of noon) / oppinion) 

Nyl as now / make mensyon) 56 

But oonly that / the holy Eoode 

Tume vs / euery dreme to goode 

ffor neuer sith / that I was borne 

"Nq no man) elles / me beforne 60 

Mette I trowe / stedfastly 

So wonderful / a dreme as I 

FAIRFAX 
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* 

The tenthe day / now of Decembre 

The which as I kan / yow remembre 64 

I wol yow tel /'euerydele 

[Invocation.] 

Bnt at my gjmnynge / trosteth wele 

I wol make / Inuocacion) 

With special / deuocioii) 68 

Vnto the god / of slepe anooid 

That duelleth / in a Cave of stooid 
VOnUiM'.tamen Ypon) a streme / that cometh fro lete 
•qoB itthw. fto. That is a floode / of helle vnswete 72 

Besyde a folke / mew clepeth Cymeiie 
TTn^Oaidiai. There slepeth ay / this god vnmerie 

Uhro^: Est 

prope obnereo* With his slepy / thousande sones 

SJJiJj^*** That alwey for to slepe / hir wone is 76 

lM0t.xLm.2 That to this god / that I of rede 

Prey I that he / wolde me spede 

My sweuene / for to telle aryght^ CiMf u5,bMk] 

Yf* euery dreme / stonde in his myght^ 80 

And he that mouer / ys of alle 

That is and was / and euer shalle 

So yive hem ioy / that hyt here 

Of alle that they / dreme to yere 84 

And for to stonde / al in grace 

Of her loues or in what place 

That hem were leuest for to stonde 

And shelde hem fro pouerte / and shonde 88 

And fro vnhappe / and eche disese 

And send hem alle / that may hem plese 

That take hit wele / and skome hyt noghte 

Ke hyt mysdeme / in her thoght* 92 

Thorgh maliciouse / entendon) 

And who-so thorgh / prcsumpcioii) 

Or hate or skome / or thorgh envye 

Dispite or lape / or vilanye 96 

VAIBFAX 
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Mysdeme hyt / pray I. Ihesus god 

That dreme he barefote / dreme he shod 

That euery harme / that any man) 

Hath had syth / the worlde began) 100 

Befalle hym therof / or he sterve 

And graunt he mote / hit ful deserve 

Loo with suche / a conclusion) 

As had / of his avision) 104 

Cresus that was / kynge of lyde 

That high vpon / a gebet dide 

This prayer shal he / haue of me 

I am no bet / in charyte 108 

Now herkeneth / as I haue yow seyde 

What that I met / or I abreyde 

[Story,] 

Of Decembre / the tenthe day nota 

Whan) hit was nyghf / to slope I lay 112 

Ryghf ther as I was / wonte to done 

And fille on) slope / wonder sons 

As he that wery was / for-goo 

On) pilgrymage / myles two [ieafi56] 116 

To the Corseynt / leonarde 

To make lythe / of that was harde 

But as I slept/ me mette I was 

Withyn) a temple / y-made of glas 120 

In whiche ther were / moo ymages 

Of golde stondynge / in sondry stages 

And moo ryche / tabernacles 

And with perre / moo pynacles 124 

And moo curiouse / portreytures 

And queynt manor / of figures 

Of olde werke / then) I sawgh euer 

ffor certeynly / I nyste neuer 128 

Wher that I was / but wel wyste I 

Hyt was of Venus / redely 

FAIRFAX 
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The femple / for in portrey tome 

I sawgti anooii) / lyghf hir figuie 132 

leaked fletynge / in A see 
And also oii) hir hede / partee 
Sir Eose garlonde / white and rede 
And hir combe / to kembe hyr hede 136 

Hir dowveg / and daun Cupido 
Hir blynde sone / and Yolcano 
Tliat in his face / was fal broune 

But as I romed / vp and dovne 140 

I f onde / that oil) a walle tber was 
Thus writeii) / on) a table of bras 
VAnttaninuM I wol now saj / yif I kan) 

MM OSBO trcfo Qui » 

pHittfM lb hocia. The Arznes / and also the msad 144 

SSt2l!5f'' That first c^^ 

^mdt Utefi. flfegityfe / of Troy Contree 

In Itayle / witli fnl moche pyne 
ffluas^ Ynto the strondes / of Labyne 148 

And tho begaii) / the story anooii) 

As I shal telle / yow echon) 

First sawgh I / the destructioii) 151 

Of troy / throgh the greke Synon) [if iso, ik] 

With his fals / forswerynge 

And his chere / and his lesyngo 

Made the hors broghf / in-to troye 

Thorgh which troyens / lost al her loye 156 

And aftir this / was grave alias 

How Ilyon) / assayled was 

And wonne / and kynge Priam y-slayne 

And Polite / his sone certayne ICO 

f Vnde virgiKus Dispitously / and dann Pirrus 

D Ecoe an elapsos , , «. -r i -x-r 

Pirri de cede And next that / sawgn I how Venus 
S^pi^^!!^ Whan) that she sawgh / fe castel brende 

JS^SbJilS!^ ^^^^^ ^^ *^^ ^^^^^^ / S^^ descende 164 

^* *?; And bad hir sone / Eneas flee 

[Aen. a, 628-8.] ' 

And how he fled / and how that he 

FAIRFAX 
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135 



Escaped was / frowi al the pres 
And tooke his fader / Anchises 
And bare hym / on) hys bakke avay 
Cryinge alias and welaway 
The whiche Anchises / in hys honde 
Bare the goddesse / of the londe 
Thilke / that vnbrende were 
And I saugfi next / in al hys fere 
How Creusa / daun Eneas wife 
Which that he louede / as hys lyfe 
And hir yonge / sone lulo 
And eke askanius / also 
flfleden) eke / with drery chere 
That hyt was pitee / for to here 
And in a fforest / as they went 
At a turnynge / of a went 
How Creusa was / y-loste alias 
That dede not I / how she was 
How he hir soughte / and how hir goste 
Bad hym to flee / the grekes oste 
And seyde he most / vnto Itayle 
As was hys destanye / sauns faille 
That hyt was pitee / for to here 
When) hir spirite / gan) appere 
The wordes that she / to hym seyde 
And for to kepe hir sone / hym) preyde 
Ther sawgh I grave / eke how he 
Hys fader eke / and his meynee 
With hys shippes / gan to saylle 
Towardes the Contree / of Itaylle 
As streight* / as that they myght* goo 
Ther saugh I the crwel / lunoo 
That art / daun) lupiters wife 
That hast y-hated / al thy lyfe 
Alle the Troianysshe / bloode 
Henne and crye / as thou were woode 
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f Verba OreuM. 
uanque vale et 
192 nati leniacienia 
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Qd) eolus / the god of wyndes 

To blowe oute / of al kyndes 204 

So lowde / that he sholde dienche 

Loide and lady / grome and wenche 

Of al the Troian) / nacion) 

Wittloute any / savacion) 208 

Ther sangb I suche / tempeste aryse 

That eueiy hert / myght* agiyse 

To see hyt peynted / on) the walle 

Ther sanglL I grayen) / eke with-alle 212 

Venns how ye / my lady dere 

Wepynge / with fill woful cheie 

Prayen) lupiter / an hye 

To save and kepe / that navye 216 

Of the Troian) / Eneas woa 

SytH that he hir sone was 

Ther saugh I lones / Yemia kysse 

And grounted / of the tempest [. • . 220 

• . . . no gap in the M8,'\ stent 

And how with al / pyne he went 

And prevely / toke arry vage 

In the contree / of Cartage 224 

And on) the morwe / how that he 

And a knyghte / highte Achate 
YVMsqiMhuine- Mette with venus / that day 

lem nupenderat Goynge / in A queynt array [leaf 157, back] 228 

dederatqiM oo- As she had beo) / an hunteresse 
nmm genu o ^-^^ wynde blowynge / vpon) hir tresse 
P diftandere How Eneas / gan) hym to pleyne 

▼entii, Nuda ' ^ *' jt .^ 

genu, nodoque When) that he knewe hir / of his peyne 232 

■inus collecta ' 

fluentes. Aen. <. And how his shippes / dreynte were 

818-820<] 

Or elles lost / he nyste where 

How she gan) hym / comfort thoo 

And bad hym / to Cartage goo 236 

And ther he shulde / his folke fynde 

That in the see / were lef te behynde 

FAIRFAX 
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And shortly of this thyng / to pace 

She made Eneas / so in grace 240 

Of Dido quene / of that Contree 
That shortly for to tel / she 
Be-came hys loue / and lete hym doo 
That / that weddynge longeth too 244 

What shulde I speke / more queynte 
Or peyne me / my wordes peynte 
To speke of loue / hyt wol not be 

I kan) not of that / faculte 243 

And eke to telle / the manera 
How they aqueynteden) / in fere 
Hyt were a Jonge / processe to telle 

And ouer longe / for yow to dwelle 252 

Ther sawgh I grave / how Eneas .c. 

Tolde Dido / euery caas ■". 

' That hym was tyd / vpon) the see 
And after grave was / how shee 256 

Made of hym shortly / at oo worde >; 

Hyr lyfe hir loue / hir luste hir lorde 
And did hym / al the reuerence i 

And leyde on hym / al dispence -. i 260 

That any woman) / myght do 
Wenynge hyt had / al be so 
As he hir swore / and her by demed 
That he was good / for he suche semed 264 

Alias what harme / dothe Apparence [leaf ibs] 

Whan) hit is fals / in existence 
For he to hir / a traytour was 

Wherfore she slowe hir / selfe alias 268 

Loo / how a woman) dothe amys 
To loue hym / that vnknowe ys 
For be cryste / lo thus yt faret^ 

Hyt is not al golde / that glaret^ 272 

For al-so browke I / wel myn) hede 
Ther may be vnder / godelyhede 

FAIRFAX 



188 PAR.-TEZT 

138 HOUSB OF FAME. FAIRFAX MS, 16. 

Keueied many / a shrewde vice 

Ther-fore be no wyght* / so nyce 276 

To take a love / oonly for chere 
Of for speche / or for frendly manere 
For this shal / en^y woman) fynde 
[That some man of his pnre kynde 280 

Wol shewen outwaide the fayrest 
Tyl he haue caught that what him lest 
And than wol he causes fynde] [Thynne uss] 

And sweren) / how that she ys vnkynde 284 

Or fals / or pr^vy double was 
Alle this sey I / be Eneas 
And Dido / and hir nyce lest 
- That loued / alto sone a gest 288 

Therfore I wol seye / a proverbe 
That he that fully / knoweth therbe 
May savely ley hyt / to his ye 

Withoute drede / this ys no lye 292 

But let vs speke / of Eneas 
How he betrayed / hir alias 
And lefte hir fed / vnkyndely 

So when) she saw / al vtterly 296 

That he wolde hir / of trouthe fayle 
And wende fro hir / to Itayle 
She gan) to wringe / hir hondes two 
Alias quod she / what me ys woo 300 

Alias / is euery man) thus trewe 
That euery yere / wolde haue a newe 
Yf hit so longe / tyme dure 

Or eUes three / perauenture 304 

% oanete vos ^ Aff thus of louc / he woldc hauc fame 

Innooentes _ . i o ^ 

mniieres. In magnyfyiuge / of nys name P leot iss, back] 

A-nother for fcendshippe / sey th he 
And yetf ther shal / the thrid be 308 

That shal be take / for delyte 
Loo / or for synguler profite 
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In suche wordes / gan) to pleyne 

Dydo / of Mr grete peyne 312 

As me mette / redely 

Non) other auttour / a-legge .1. 

Alias quod he / my swete hert 

Haue pitee / on) my sorwes smert 316 

And slee mee not / goo noghf awey 

woful Dido / wele-away 

Quod she / to hir-selfe thoo 

Eneas / what wol ye doo 320 

that your loue / ne your bonde 

That ye ha swome / wilfi your ryghf hondo 

Ne my crewel deth / quod she 

May holde yow stille / here with me 324 

haueth of my deth / pitee 

I-wys my dere hert / ye 

Knowen) ful wel / that neuer yit 

As ferforth / as I had wytte 328 

Agylte yowe / in thoghf ne dede 

haue ye men) / suche godelyhede 

In speche / and neuer a dele of trouthe 

Alias that euer / had routhe 332 

Any woman) / on) any man) 

Now see I wel / and tel kan) 

We wrechched wymmen) / konne noon) Arte 

For certeyne / for the more parte 336 

Thus we be served / euerychon) 

IIow sore that ye / men) konne groon) 

Anoon) as we / haue yow receyved 

[Certenly we befl deceyuyd] CProm Bodiey 688] 

For though your loue / laste A sesoo) 

Wayte vpon) / the conclusyon) 

And eke how that / ye determynen 

And for the more / part diffynen 344 

weleawey / that I was borne piaf im1 

For thorgh yow is / my name lome 
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And al youre Actes / red and songe 
Oner al thys londe / oii) euery tonge 348 

f^viigaiui O -wikke Fame / for ther nys 



TdedKff No thinge so swifte / lo as she is 
toMttaiiiqiMd sothe ys / euery thinge ys wyste 351 



l2m^io^4i Pwngh hit [be] keuered / with the myste 
Mat^ 9. se.] .ja^3 though I myghf / dure euer 

That I haue do / rekeuer I neuer 
That I ne shal / be seyde alias 

Ynshamed be / thoui^^ Eneas 356 

And that I shal / thus luged be 
f Onuipatmmt Loo ryghf as she / hal^ now. she 
"Wol doo effcensones / hardely 



Thus seyHL the peple / prevely 360 

But that is do / is not to done 

But al hir compleynt / ne al hir moone 

Certeynly avayleth hii^ / not a stre 

And whei) she wiste / sothely he 364 

Was f orthe / ynto his shippes agoon) 

She in-to hir chambre / wente anoon) 
5 Auut ta And called / on) hir suster Anne 

temhitg^muitim And gan) hir / to compleyne thanne 3G8 

[Taprimft And seyde that she / cause was 
SSS;St That she first loued / Alias 
^J^ g^g^ ^ As thus / counseylled hir thertoo 371 

But what / when) this was seyde and doo 

She rofe hir selfe / to the herte nota 

And dyed thorgh / the wounde smerte 

And al the maner / how she dyede 

And b1 the wordes / that she / seyde 376 

Who-so to knowe / hit hath purpos 

Eede Virgile / in Eneydos 

Oi* the epistile / of Ouyde 

What that she wrote / er that she dyde 380 

And nor hyt were / to longe tendyte 

Be god I wolde / hyt here write 
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141 



^ But weleaway / the harme the routhe 
That hath betyd / for suche vntrouthe 
As men) may ofte / in bokes rede 
And al day se hyt / yet in dede 
That for to thynke hyt / a tene is 
Loo / Demophori) duke of Athenys 
How he forswore hym) / ful falsly 
And trayied Phillis / wikkidly 
That kynges doghtre / of T[r]ace 
And falsly / gan) hys terme pace 
And when) she wiste / that he was fals 
She henge hir selfe / ryght* be the hals 
For he had doo hir / suche vntrouthe 
Loo / was not this / a woo and routhe 
Eke lo how fals / And reccheles 
Was to Breseyda / Achilles 
And Paris / to Enone 
And lason) / to Isiphile 
And efte / lason) to Medea 
Ercules / to Dyanira 
For he left hir yole 
That made hym cache Ms dethe parde 
How fals eke was / he Theseus 
That as the story / telleth vs 
How he betrayed / Adriane 
The deuel / be hys soules bane 
For had he lawghed / had he loured 
He moste haue be / devoured 
Yf Adriane / ne had y-be 
And for she had / of hym pite 
She made hym / fro the dethe escape 
And he made hir / a ful fals lape 
For aftir this / withyn) a while 

* 

He lefte hir slepynge / in an) He 
Deserte allone / lyght* in the se 
And stale a-way / and lete hii^ be 
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[1 leaf 159, back] 



388 f No^of many 
vntrewe louers. 



% Hospita Demo- 
phon tua te Rodo- 
peia Phillis Vltra 

OuZ posabessequeror. 



396 



^ Ooidins qteom 
legis Ara Breside 
litere venit 
[Ara = a rapta.] 

400 

t Vbi tibi Ooloo- 
rummemini 
Begina Vaoaui. 

1 Gratulor* 

4U4 [Oratulor JEoha- 
liam titalia 
aooedere nostria.] 



408 



% Ouidins HitiaA 
inveni quam te 
genua omne 
ferarMm. 



412 
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And tooke hir soster / Phedia thoo cimt uo} 

With him and gan) / to shippe goo 420 

And yet he had / y-swoie to hire 

Oil) alle thi^t euer / he myghf swere 

That so she saved / hym hys lyfe 

He wolde haue take hir / to hys wife 424 

ffor she desiied / no-thinge ellis 

In certeyne / the booke tellis 

But to excnsei]) / Eneas 

ffallyche / of al his trespas 428 

The booke seyllL / Merciu^ saun; f&yle 

Bad hym goo / in-to Itayle 

And leue / Anf&ikes Begioii) 

And Dido / and hii Mr toun 432 

Thoo sawgb I giave how / that to Itayle 

Daim) Eneas is goo / for to assayle 

And how the tempest / al b^gaid 

And how he lost / hys steris-num) 436 

Whicb that the stere / or he toke kepe 

Smote ouei' horde / loo as he slepe 

And also sawgh I / how Cybile 

And Eneas / besyde an yle 440 

To helle went / for to see 

His ffader / Anchyses the free 

How he ther fonde / Palinums 

And Dido and eke / Deiphebns 444 

And euery turment / eke in helle 

Sangh he / which is longe to telle 

Which who-so willeth / for to knowe 

He most rede / many a Eowe 448 

On) Virgile / or on) Claudian 

Or Dannte / that hit tel kan) 

Tho saugh I grave / al the Aryvayle 

That Eneas had / in Itayle 452 

And with kynge latyne / hys tretee [if i6o, bk] 

And alle the batayles / that hee 
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Was at hym self e / and eke hys knygbtis 

Or he had al ywonne / hys ryghtis 456 

And how he Turnus / reft his lyfe 

And wanne labina / to his wife 

And alle the mervelouse / signals 

Of the goddys / celestials 460 

How Mawgree luno / Eneas 

For al hir sleighf / and hir compaa 

Acheved alle / his aventure 

For lupiter tooke / of hym cure 464 

At the prayer / of Venus 

The whiche I prey / alwey save vs 

And? vs ay / of oure sorwes lyghte 

When) I had seen) / al this syghte 468 

In this noble / temple thus 

A lorde thought* I / that madest vs 

Yet sawgh I neuer / suche noblesse 

Of ymages / ne suche Eichesse 472 

As I saugh grave / in this chirche 

But not wote I / whoo did hem wirche 

Ne where I am / ne what contree 

But now wol I goo / oute and see 476 

Eyght* at the wiket / yf y kan) 

See owghwhere any / stiryng man) 

That may me telle / where I am 

When) I oute / at the dores came 480 

I faste aboute / me behelde 

Then) sawgh I but / a large felde 

As fer as that / I myghte see 

Withouten) tovne / or house or tree 484 

Or bush or grass / or eryd londe 

For al the felde / nas but sonde 

As smale as man) / may se yet lye 

In the desert / of lybye 488 

Ne I no maner / creature 

That ys yformed / be nature liMfiei] 
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Ne sawgK me to / to rede or wisse 

criste thought* I / that art in blysse 492 

Ero Fantome / and Illusion) 

Me save / and witb deuocion) 

Myn) eyen) / to the heuene I caste 

Thoo was I war / at the laste 496 

That faste be the Bomie / as hye 

As kenne myght I / wil^ myn) ye 

Me thought I sawgb / An Egle sore 

But that hit semed / moche more 500 

Then I had any Egle / seyi])e 

But this as soothe / as deth certeyne 

Hyt was of golde / and shone so bryghte 

[That neuer sawe men suche a syght 504 

But if the heuen had y wonne 

Al newe of god another sonne 

So shone the Egles f ethers bright] [Thynne] 

And son))what dounwarde / gan) hyt lyghte 

[BOOK IL] 
[Proem,] 

N'Ow herkeneth / euery maner man) 
That englissK / vnderstonde kan) 
' And listeneth / of my dreme to lere 
For now at erste / shul ye here 512 

So sely / an) a Visyon) 
That Isaye / ne Cipion) 
Ne kynge / Nabugodonosor 

Pharoo Tumus / ne Eleanor 516 

Ne mette suche / a dreme as this 
Now faire blisfull / 0. Cipris 
So be my fauor / at this tyme 

And ye me / to endite and ryme 520 

Helpeth that on) / Pamaso duelle 
Be Elicon / the clere welle 
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[Invocation,] 

thoughf / that wrote al that I mette 

And in the tresoiye / hyt shette . 524 

Of my brayn) / now shal men) se 

Yf any vertu / in the be 

To tel al my dreme / aryghf 

JS'ow / kythe thyn) engyne / and m^'ghf 528 

[Story.] 

This Egle of whiche / I haue yow tolde 

That shone with Fethres / as of golde 

Which that so high / gan to sore 531 

1 gan beholde / more and more [leanei.back] 
To se the beaute / and the wonder 

But neuer was / ther dynt of thonder 

"Ne that kynge / that men) calle founder 535 

That smote somme tyme / a toure of powder 

And in his swift comynge / beende 

That so swithe / gan) descends 

As this foule / when) hyt behelde 

That I a Eovme / was in the Felde 540 

And with hys grym / pawes stronge 

Withyn) hys sharpe / nayles longs 

Me fleynge / in a swappe he hente 

And with hys sours / a-yene vp went 544 

Me cryinge / in his clawes starke 

As lyghtly / as I were a larke 

How high / I can not telle yow 

For I came vp / y nyste how 548 

For so astonyed / and a-sweued 

Was euery vertu / in my heued 

What wilfi his sours / and with my drede 

And al my felynge / gan) to dede 552 

For whi hit was / to grete affray 

Thus I longe / in hys clawes lay 
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Til at the last / he to me sp^e 

In mannes vols / and seyde awake 556 

And be not agaste / for shame 

And called me / by my name 

And for I shnlde / the bet abreyde 

Me mette awake / to me he seyde 560 

Byghf in the same Yois / and stevene noto 

That Yseth oon) / I konde nevene 

And wil^ that vois / sot& for to seyne 

My mynde came / to me £^eyne 564 

For hyt was goodely / seyde to me 

So was hyt neuer / wcmte to be 

And here with alle / I gan to stere 

And heme / in his fete to bere o»tim 568 

TH that he felt / that I had hete 

And f elte eke / that my hert bete 

^d thoo gan) he / ma to diBporte 

And witb wordes /to comforte - 572 

And sayede twyes / seynt Mary 

Thou arte noyouse / for to cary 

And nothynge nedeth / pardee 

For also wis / god helpe me 576 

As thou noou) harme / shalt haue of this 

And this caas / that betydde the is 

Is for thy lore / and for thy prowe 

let see darst thou / yet loke nowe 580 

Be fed assured / boldely 

I am thy frende / and therwith I 

Gan for to wondren / in my mynde 

god thought* I / that madeste kynde 584 
Shal I noon) other / weyes dye 

Wher loues wol me / steUefye 
Or what thinge / may this sygnifye 

1 neyther am Ennok / ne Elye 588 
Ne Romulus / ne Ganymede 

That was y-bore vp / as men) rede 
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To heuene / witfi daiui) lupiter 

And made the goJdys / botiller 592 

Loo / this was thoo / my fantasye 

But he that bare me / gan) espye 

That I so thoughts / and seyde this 

Thow demest / of thy selfe amys 596 

For loues ys not / ther aboute 

I dar wel put the / out of doute 

To make of the / as yet a sterre 

But ei* I here the / moche ferre 600 

I wol the telle / what I am 

And whider thou shalt / and why I cam 

To do thys / so that thou take 603 

Goode herte / and not for fere quake [if lez, bk] 

Gladly quod I / now wel quod he 

First I that in my fete / haue the 

Of which thou haste / a fere and wonder 

Am dwellynge / with the god of* thonder 608 

Whiche that men callen) / lupiter 

That doolfi me flee / ful ofte fer 

To do al hys / comaundement 

And for this cause / he hath me sent 612 

To the / now herke be thy trouthe 

Certeyn) he hath / of the routhe 

That thou so longe / trewly 

Hast served so / ententyfly 616 

Hys blynde neviwe / Cupido 

And f aire Yenus / also 

Withoute guerdon) / euer yitte 

And neuer the lesse / hast set thy witte 620 

Al-though that in thy hede / ful lytel is 

To make songes / dytees bookys 

In Eyme or elles / in cadence 

As thou best canst / in reuerence 624 

Of loue / and of hys servantes eke 

That haue hys seruyse soghf / and seke 
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And peynest the / to preyse hys arte 

Al-thougb thou haddest / neuer parte 628 

Wheifore / also god me blesse 

loues halt hyt / grete humblesse 

And vertu eke / that thou wolt make 

A nyghte M ofte / thyn) hede to ake 632 

In thy studye / so thou writest 

And euer mo / of lone enditest 

In honour of hym / and in preysynges 

And in his folkes / furtherynges 636 

And in hir matere / al devisest 
^ And noghf hym / nor his f olke dispisest 
f Al-thougb thou maiste / goo in the daunce 

Of* hem / that hym lyst not avaunce Deaf i<ni 

Wherfoie / as I seyde y-wys 641 

lupitei' / consideretb this 

And also beau sir/ other thynges 

That is that thou hast/ no tydyngeis 644 

Of loues folke / yf they be glade 

"Ne of noghf elles / that god made 

And noghf oonly / fro frerre contree 

That ther no tydynge / cometh to thee 648 

But of" thy werray / neyghbors 

That duelle almoste / at thy dors 

Thou herist neyther / that ner this 

For when) thy labour / doon) al ys 652 

And hast ymade / rekenynges 

In stid of reste / and newe thynges 

Thou goost home / to thy house anoon) 

And Also dombe / as any stoon) 656 

Thou sittest / at another booke 

Tyl fully dasewyd / ys thy looke 

And lyvest thus / as an) heremyte 

Al-though thyn / Abstynence ys lyte 660 

And therfore loues / thorgh hys grace 

Wol that I here the / to a place 
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Whicfi that hight* / the house of Fame no«a 

To do the somme / disport and game 664 

In somme / recompensacion). 

Of labour / and deuocion) 

That thou hast had /. loo causeles 

To Cupido / the rechcheles 668 

And thus this god / thorgh his merite 

Wol with somme maner thinge /the queyte 

So that thou wolt be / of goode chere 

For trust wel / that thou shalt here 672 

When we be come / there I seye 

Mo wonder thynges / dar I leye 

Of loues folke / moo tydynges 

Both sothe sawes / and leysinges 676 

And moo loues / newe begonne 

And longe y-served / loues wonne peaf ie)8,back] 

And moo loues / casuelly 

That betyde / no man) wote why 680 

But as a blende man) / stert an hare 

And more lolytee / and fare 

While that they fynde / loue of stele nota, 

As thinketh hem / and ouer al wele 684 

Mo discordes / moo lelousies 

Mo murmures / and moo nouelries 

And moo / dissymulacions 

And feyned / reparacions 688 

And moo berdys / in two oures 

Wilfioute Rasoui* / or Sisoures 

Y-made / then greyndes be of sondes 

And eke moo hpldynge / in hondes 692 

And also moo / renoveilaunces 

Of olde for-leten / aqueyntaunces 

Mo loue dayes / and acordes 

Then on) Instrumentes / be acordes 696 

And eke of< loues / moo eschaunges 

Then) euer comes / were in graunges 

FAIRFAX 
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VnHethe maistow / trowen tins 

Quod he / noo helpe me god so wys 700 

Quod I / noo why / quod he / for hytte 

Were impossible / to my witte 

Though that Fame / had al the pies 

la al a Eealme / and al the spies 704 

How that yet he shulde / here al this 

Or they espie hyt / O yis yis 

Quod he to me / that kaii) T preve 

Be resoB) worthy / for to leve 708 

So that thou yeve / thyn) aduertence 

To yndeistonde / my sentence 

"First shalt thou here / where she duelletb note 

And so thyn oyne boke / hyt teilitll 712 

Hii' paleys stant / as I shal say 

Eyghf eyen in myddes / of the wey [iMf im] 

Be-twexen) heuene / and erthe and see 

That what so euer / in al these three 716 

Is spoken) either prevy / or aperte 

The aire therto / ys so overte 

And stant eke / in so luste a place 

That euery sovne / mot to hyt pace 720 

Or what so cometh / fro any tonge 

Be hyt rovned / red or songe 

Or* spoke in suerte / or in drede 

Certeyn) hyt most / thider nede 724 

Now herkene wel / for why I wille 

Tellen the / a propre skille 

And worthe / a demonstracion) 

In myn) / ymagynacion) 728 

Geffipey thou wost / ryght* wel this note 

That eueiy kyndely / thynge that is 

Hath a kyndely stede / ther he 

May best in hyt / conserued be 732 

Ynto whiche place / euery thynge 

Thorgh his kyndely / enclynynge 
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Movetfe / for to come to 

Whan) that hyt is / awey therfro 73i6 

As thus loo / thou maist alday se 

That any thinge / that hevy be 

As stoon) or lede / or thynge of wight 

And here hyt neuer / so hye on) hight* 740 

lat goo thyn) hande / hit falleth dou;t 

Ryght* so sey I / be fire or sovne 

Or smoke / or other thynges lyghf 

Alwey they soke / vpwarde on) highf 744 

While eche of hem / is at his large 

lyght* thinge vpwarde/and douwwarde chai'ge 

And for this cause / mayste thou see 

That euery Ryuei* / to the see fieaf im, back] 

Enclyned ys / to goo by kynde 749 

And by these skilles / as I fynde 

Hath fyssh duellynge / in floode and see 

And trees eke / in erthe bee 752 

Thus euery thinge / by thys reason) 

Hath his propre / mansyon) 

To which seketh / to repaire \ but be kept 

As there hit shuld / not apaire ) 7i>6 

Loo this sentence / ys knowen) koutho 

Of euery Philosophres / moutho 

As Aristotile / and daun) platon) 

And other / clerkys many oon) 760 

And to confirme / my reasown 

Thou west wel this / that spech is sown 

Or eUes no man) / myghf hyt here 

Now herke what / y wol the lere 764 

Sovne ys noghf / but eyre ybroken) 

And eueiy spech / that ys yspoken) 

lowde or pryuee / foule or faire 

In his substaunce / ys but aire 768 

For as flaumbe ys / but lyghted smoke 

Ryght* soo sovne ys / aire y-broke 
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Bat this may be / in many wyse 

Of -wliicS I wil / the twoo deuyse 772 

Of Borae that coraettt / of pipe or harjie 

For whan) a. pipe / is blowerD sharpe 

Tlie aire ys twyst / wiffi yiolencc 

And rent loo / Uiya ya my senteaco 776 

Eko wliaril men) / harpe atrynges smyta 

Whether hyt be / moche or lyte 

Loo wiifi the stroke / tho ayre to-breketll 779 

[And right so breketh it whan men Bpeketli| promThjiiwl 

Thus woat thou wdI / what things is speche 

Now honnee-forthe / y wol the techs 

How enery speche / or noyse or sovne 

Thurgh hya / multiplicaciovne 784 

Thogti hyt were / piped of a Mouse 

Mote nede come / to Fames house 

I preye hyt thus / take hede now D"tfi«0 

Be experience / for yf that thow ?88 

Thorwe on) water / now a stoon) 

"Wei wost thou / hyt wol make anooiD 

A litel rounds / as a sercla 

Parauenture brode / as a eouercle 792 

And lyghf anooii) / thow shalt see wel 

That whele aercle / wol cause another whele 

And that the thridde / and bo fortfi brother 

EuCTy Bemle / causynge other / 796. 

Wydder / than hym self was 

And this bo lonndel / compos 

Eche aboute other / goynge 

Caused of othres / eterynge 800 

And multiplyinge / euer moo 

Til that hyt ha / so fer y-goo 

Til hyt at bothe / brynkea bee 

Al thou mowe hyt / not y-see '804 

Above / hyt gooth yet vnder 

Al-though thou thenke / hyt a grete wounder 
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And who so seytfi / of troutlie I varye 

Bid hym proven) / the contrarye 808 

And ryghf thus / euery worde j-wjQ 

That lowde or pryvee / y-spoken ys 

Moveth first / an ayre a-boute 

And of thys movynge / out of doute 812 

Another ayre / anoon) ys meved 

As I haue / of the watir preved 

That euery cercle / causeth other 

Ryghf so of ayre / my leue brother 816 

Euerych ayre / other stereth 

More and more / and speche vpberetR 

Or voys or noyse / or worde or soun) 

Ay through / multiplicacion) 820 

Til hyt be / atte house of Fame 

Take yt in emest / or in game 

Now haue I tolde / yf ye haue in mynde 

How speche or soun) / of pure kynde 824 

Enclyned ys / vpwarde to meve peafies, backi 

This mayst thou fele / wel I-preve 

And that sum place / stide y-wys 

That euery thynge / enclyned to ys 828 

Hath his kyndelych / stede 

That shewetfi hyt / wil^outen drede 

That kyndely / the mansion) 

Of euery speche / of euery soun) 832 

Be hyt eythei^ / foule or f aire 

Hath hys kynde place / in ayre 

And syn) that euery thynge / that is 

Out of hys kynde / place y-wys 836 

Moueth thidder / for to goo 

Yif hyt a-wey / be ther firoo 

As I have be-fore / preved the 

Hyt seweth euery soun) / pa^-de 840 

Moueth kyndely / to pace 

Al vp / in-to his kyndely place 
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And Qaa place / of whic& I tdia 
Ther as Fame / lyst to duelle 
Ys set / arayddys of these three 
Heveu) / erthe / and eke the see 
As most conseruatyf / the boud) 
Thau) ys this / the concluByOD) 
That euery apeche / of ensrj auo) 
As y the telle / first hegaii 
Movetti Tp / oiD higB to pace 
kjadelj / to iamea place 
Telle me thus / feythfdUy 
Hane j not pieved / tlms symply 
"WitH-ooteii) Buy / aabtilita 
Of ipeohe / oi giete prolixita 
Ot termes / of philosoithia 
Of 6gana j ot poetiie 
Oi oolonis / or lel^Loiike 
Faidee hit onghtf / the to 1^ 
For haide langage / and haid nuten 
ye encombionse / fot to here 
Attones / west thou not wel this 
And y ansveied / and aeyde yis 
A . ha . quod he / lo bo I cui) 
levdely / trealwed man) 
Speke and ahewe hym / Bwytb skiles 
That he may shate hem / be tiie biles 
So palpable / they shulden) be 
But telle me this / nov pray y the 
Eov thenketb the / my oonolusyon) 
A goode / persuasion) 
Quod he hyt ia / and lyke to me 
Byghf so as thou / haat preued me 
Be god quod he / and as I leve 
Thoa shalt haue yet / or hit be ere 
Of eue/y word / of thys sentence 
A, preref / by experience 
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And with thyn) eres / heren wel 

Toppe and taylle / and euerydel 880 

That euery word / that spoken) ys 

Cometh in to Fames house / y-wys 

As I haue seyde / what wilt thou more 

And with this word / vpper to sore 884 

He garD / and seyde be seynt lame 

"Now wil we speke / al of game 

How fairest thou / quod he to me 

"Wel quod I / now see quod he 888 

By thy trouthe / yonde adovne 

Wher that thou knowest / any tovne 

Or hous or any / other thinge 891 

And whan) thou hast / of ought* knowynge 

Looke that thou / wame me 

And y anoon) / shal telle the 

How fer that thou / art now therfro 

And y adon) / to loken) thoo 896 

And behelde feldes / and playnes 

And now hilles / and now mouwtaynes Dfiw.bk] 

Now valeys / now forestes 

And now vnnethes / grete bestes 900 

Kow ryvers / now Citees 

ITow tovnes / and now grete trees 

Now shippes seyllynge / in the see 

But thus sone / in A while hee 904 

Was flowen) fro the grouwde / so hye 

That al the worlde / as to myn) ye 

"No more semed than) / a prikke 

Or elles was the aire / so thikke 908 

That y ne myghf / not disceme 

With that he spake / to me as yerne 

[And sayd : Seest thou any token [Thynne] 

Or aught / that in this worlde is of spoken] 

Nay / no wonder* nys 

Quod he / for half so high as this 
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Naa Alixnadre / macedo 

Ne the kynge / Dauu) Gipio 916 

That saw in dreme / at poyiit lievya 

HelJe and erthe / and paradys 

Ife eke tlie wieehcB / Didalua 

JTe Ms child / nyae ykarua 920 

That Pleegb so high / that the hete 

Hya wyngeB malte / and he fiil wete 

In myd the see / and thei he dreynt 

for whom) WBB maked ^ mucli compleynt 

Kow tnme vpwaid / qaod he thy face 929 

And beholde / this large place 

Hub eyie / bat loke thou ue be 

Adiad of hem / that thon Bhalt Be 928 

For in this Kegion) / certeyril 

Daelleffi many J a Citezoyn) 

Of whicB that seketh / Daun) Plito 

These heal eyryash / beetes lo 95? 

And HO saw y / all that meynee 

BootK gooiA / and also flee 

Now quod he thoo / cast vp thyn) ye 

Se yonder loo / the Gabxie 936 

Whiche men) clepeffi / the melky weye [kwT] 

For hit ys white / and Bomme parfeye 

Eolleii) hyt / watlynge strete 

That ones was / y-brent wytfi hete 940 

Whan) the sonnes Bonne / the rede 

That highf PhefonJ / wolde lede 

Algate hys Fodet' carte / and gye 

The carte here / gonne wel espye 944 

That he konude / no gouemaunce 

And gan) / for to lepe and launce 

And beren) hym / now vp now doim 

Til that he sey / the Scoipioun 948 

Whiche that in henen / a Bygae is yit 

And he for ferde / lost hys wjt 
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Of that / and lat the reynes gon) 

Of his hors / and they anoon) 952 

Gonne vp to mounten / and doun descende 

Til both the eyre / and erthe brende 

Til lubiter^ / loo atte laste 

Hym slowe / and fer fro the cart cast 956 

Loo ys it not / a mochil myschaunce notn 

To lat a fool / han gouernaunce 

Of thing that he / can not demeyne 

And wilfi this word / sothe for to seyne 960 

He gan) vpper alway / for to sore 

And gladded me / ay more and more 

So feythfully / to me spake he 

Tho gan y to loken) / vnder me 964 

And behelde the / ayerissh bestes 

Cloudes mystes / and tempestes 

Snowes hayles / reynes wyndes 

And thengendrynge / in hir kyndes 968 

AH the wey thrugh / whiche I came 

god quod y / that made adame 
Moche ys thy myghf / and thy noblesse 

And thoo thought y / vpon) Boesse 972 

That writ of thought* / may flee so hye 

Wyth fetheres / of Philosophye Reaf 167. backj 

To passen) eueryche / element 

And whan) he haifi / so fer y-went 976 

Than) may be seen) / be hynde hys bake 

Cloude and erthe / and alle that y of spake 

Thoo gan) y wexen) / in a were 

And seyde y wote wel / y am here : 980 

But wher in body / oi^ in gost 

1 not y-wys / but god thou) west 
For more clere / entendement 

Nas neuer yit / y-sent 984 

And than) thought* y / on) Marcian) 
And eke on) / Anteclaudian) 
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Tb&i aoot^ was / hei dosmpeioiD 

Of alle the heuQna / regioo) 

Aatef as that y / sey the pieve 

Therforo y kan) / hem now beleve 

With diat this Egle / began) to oiy« 

Lat be quod he / thy fantasye 

Wilt thou lere / of steire* anght' 

Nay eertenly quod y / ryghl? nanghf^ 

And why / for y am) now to olde 

EUes I wold the / haue tolde 

Quod he / the Btorres names lo 

And al the henena / sygnea therto 

And which they ben) / and no fors (nod 7 

Yia pardee quod ha / wostow why 

For when! thou' redest / poetiio 

How goddes gonne / stellifye 

Bridttes fisahe best / or him or here 

As the Eavpne / or eyther here 

Or Aiionis / harp fyne 

Castor pollex / 01 delphyne 

Or Athalantea / Doughtrea eevene 

How al these Ame / set in henene 

For though thou haae / hem ofte on) honde 

Yet noBtow not / wher that they etonda 

Ko fore quod 7 / hyt is no nede [birioc] 

I lave as wel / so god me apede 

Hem that write / of this mat«re 

Alia though I knew / her places here 

And eke thy eelueiil / here bo bryght^ 

Hyt Bhulde shendeu) / al my syghf 

To loke on) hem / that may vel be 

Quod he / and bo forthe bare he me 

A while / and than he gau to ctys 

That nener herd I / thing so hye 

Now vp the hede / &r alle ys wele 

Seynt lolyane /loo bon) hostele 
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Se her* the house / of Fame lo 

Maistow not heren / that I do 1024 

What quod I / the grete soun) 

Quod he / that rumbleth vp and doun) 

In fames house / f ul of tydynges 

Bothe of feire speche / and chidynges 1028 

And of fals / and that soth compovned 

Herke wel / hyt is not rovned 

Herestow not / the grete swogh 

Yis parde quod y / wel y-nogh 1032 

And what sovne is it / lyke quod hee 

Peti^ betynge / of the see 

Quod y ayen) / the roches holowe 

Whan) tempest doth / the shippes swalowe 1036 

And lat a man) / stond out of doute 

A myle thens / and here hyt route 

Or elles lyke / the last humblynge 

After a clappe / of oo thundiinge 1040 

Whan) loues hath / the aire ybete 

But yt doth me / for fere swete 

ITay drede the not / therof quod he 

Hyt is no thinge / will beten) the 1044 

Thow shalt non) harme / haue truly 

And wii£ this worde / boi^ he and j. 

As nygh the place / arryyed were [iMifi68,biidc] 

As men) may casten) / wii^ a spere 1048 

Y nyst how / but in a strete 

He sette me f aif / on) my fete 

And seyde walke / forl£ a pace 

And take thyn) auenture / or case 1052 

That thou shalt fynde / in fames place 

ITow quod I / while we han space 

To speke or that / I goo ho the 

Foi' the loue of god / telle me 1056 

In sooth that wil I / of the lere 

3rf thys noyse / that I here 
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Be as I haue beid / tlie telleii) 

of folke that douii) / in erthe duellei)) 1060 

And comet£L hei' / in the same wyse 

As I the herde / or this deayse 

That there / lives body nys 

In al that hous / that yonder ys 1064 

That maketii al this / lovde fare 

If 00 qnod he / by seynt dare 

And also wis / god rede me 

But o tbinge / y will wame the 1068^ 

Of the wbiche / thou^ wolt bane wondei^ 

loo / to the hous / of Fame yonder 

Thou west now how / cometll euery speche 

Hyt nedeA nogbi^ / ef t the to teche 1073 

But Tnderstond now / iyg!lt wel this 

Whan) eny specll / y-comen) ys 

Vp to the paleys / anon) rygbf 

Hyt wexetb lyke / the same wigU^ lOTd 

Wic!! that the worde / in erthe spaka 

Be byt dotbed / rede or blake 

And so were / bys lyknesse 

And spake the word / that thou' wilt gesse 

That it the same / body be 1081 

Man) or woman) / be or she 

And ys not this / A wonder tbynge 

Yis quod I tho / by beuen) kynge peaf leg] 

And witb this worde / farewel quod he 

And here I wol / abyden the 

And god of beuen) / sende the grace 

Some goode to leme / in this place 1088 

And I of him / toke leve anon) 

And gan forthe / to the paleys gon) 
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[BOOK III] 

[Invocation.'] 

OGod of science / and of lyghf 
Appollo / thurgli thy grete myglif 
This lytel last boke / thou^ gye 
Nat that I wilne / for maistrye 1094 

Here Art poetical / be shewed 
But for the lyme / ys lyghf and lewed 
Yit make hyt sumwhat / agreable 

Though somwe vers fayle / in A Billable 1098 

And that I do / no diligence 
To shew crafte / but o sentence 
And yif devyne / vertu nowe 

Wilt helpe / to shewe yowe 1102 

That in myn) hede / y-marked ys 
loo / that is for to menen this 
The hous of Fame / for to descryve 
Thou shalt se men) / go as blyve 1106 

Vn to the next / laure y see 
And kysse yt / for hyt is thy tree 
Now entretfi in / my brest anoon) 

[Story.] 

Whari) I was / fro thys Egle goon) 1110 

I gau) beholde / vpon) this place 

And certein / or I f erther pace 

I wol yow / al thys shap deuyse 

Of hous and citee / and al the wyse 1114 

How I gan) / to hys place aproche 

That stood vpon) / so hygh a roche [iMfia^iMek] 

Hier* stant ther non) / in spayne 

But vp I clombe / witfi alle payne 1118 

And thougfi to clymbe / greued me 

1 it I ententyf / was to see 
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And for to powten / wondur low 
Yf I konde / eny weyea know 
Wliat maner stoon) / this roche was 
For hyt waa lyke / a thynge of glaa 
Buf that hjt ehoon) / fol more clere 
But of what congeled / matere 
Hyt waa / nyste I neuer redely 
But at the laste / aspied I 
And founde that hit/ waa euerydele 
A roche of yB6 / and not «f stela 
Ihoojlllt I / by seynt Tbomaa of kent 
Hiib were a fiable / flmdament 
To bilden / on) a place hye 
He onghf him / lytel glorifjre 
That hei' on) bilt / god so me sane 
Tho sawgb I / the half e y-grane 
Witb fitnuniee foUras / names f ele 
That had I-beii) / in mochel wele 
And hat fitmes / wid« y-blowe 
Bnt wel Tnnethes / konde I knowe 
Any letttes / for to lede 
Hir names bo foto / out of drede 
They were almost / of thowed so' 
That of the lettres / ooid or two 
Was molte away / of euerf name 
So Tn&monse / was wox hir fame 
But men) eeyn) / what may euei last 
Thoo gaii) I / in myn) hert cast 
That they were molte / awey with hite 
And not awey / witb stotmee bete 
For on) that other syde / I say 
Of this hille / that Korthewarde lay 
How hit was writen) / fal of names 
Of folkee / that hadden) grete fames 
Of olde tymes / and yet there were 
As fiessb as men) / had writen hem here 
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The selfe day / ryghf or that oure 

That I vpon) hem / gan) to poure 1158 

But wel I wiste / what yt made 

Hyt was con^served / with the shade 

Alle this writynge / that I sigh P oon.p ms. cai] 

Of a castel / stoode on) high 1162 

And stoode eke / on) so colde a place 

That hete myghf hit / not deface 

Thoo gan) I vp / the hiUe to goofie 

And fonde vpon) the cop / a woone 1166 

That al the men) that ben) on) lyve 

"Nq han the kunnynge / to desciiye 

The beaute / of that ylke place 

Ke coude casten) / no compace 1170 

Swich a nother / for to make 

That myghf of beaute / ben) hys make 

Ne so wonderlych / y-wroughf 

That hit a astonyei^ yit my thought* 1174 

And maketh alle my wyt / to swynke 

On) this castel / to be-thynke 

So that / the grete beaute 

To caste / the curiosite 1178 

Ne kan) I not / to yow deuyse 

My wit ne may / me not suffise 

But natheles / alle the substance 

I haue yit / in my remembrance 1182 

For whi me thoughte / be seynt Gyle not% 

Alle was of ston) / of Beryle 

Both castel / and the toure 

And eke the halle / and euery boDie 1186 

Wythouten) peces / or ioynynges p«»fi''o.back] 

But many subtile / compassinges 

Eabewyures / and pynacles 

Ymageries / and tabernacles 1190 

I say and ful / eke of wyndowes 

As flakes falle / in grete snowes 
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And eke in ec& / of the pynacles 

Weien) sondry / liabitacles 1194 

In wliicll / alle witll oute 

Fnl the castel / alle a bonte 

Of al maner / mynstralles 

And gestionis / that tellen) tales 1198 

BotK of wepinge / and of game 

Of alle that longetli / vnto fame 

Thei* herd I pleyen) / vpon) an harpe 

That sowneth hothe / wel and sharpe 1202 

Orphens / f ul craftely 

And on) the syde / fast by 

Sat the harper / Orion) 

And Eaycedis / chiron) 1206 

And other harpers / many oon) 

And the gret / glascurion) 

And smale harpers / with her glees 

Sateti) Tnder hym / in sees 1210 

And gonne on) hym / vpwarde to iape 

And countrefet hym / as an Ape 

Or as crafte / countrefeteth kynde 

Tho saugfi I stonden) / hym behynde 1214 

A .fer fro hem / alle be hem selue 

Many thousand / tymes twelue 

That maden) lowde / menstralcies 

In comemnse / and shalmyes 1218 

And many other / maner pipe 

That craftely / beguwne to pipe 

Bothe in doucet / and in riede 

That ben at festes / with the bride 1222 

And many flowte / and liltyng home 

And pipes made / of grene come cieafni] 

As han thise lytel / herde gromes 

That kepen) bestis / in the bromes 1226 

And of Athenes / daun) Pseustis 

Ther saugh I than) / Atiteris 
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And Marcia / that lost her skyn) 

Bothe in face / body and chyn) 1230 

For that she wolde / envien) loo 

To pipen) bet / than) Appolloo 

Ther saugh I fames / olde and yonge 

Pipers / of alle Duche tonge 1234 

To lerne loue / Daunces / sprynges 

Eeus and these / straunge thynges 

Tho saug& I / in an) other place 

Stonden) / in A large space 1238 

Of hem that maken) / blody souu 

In trumpe heme / and claryoun 

For in seight* / and blodeshedynge* 

Ys vsed gladly / clarionynge* 1242 

Ther herd I tmmpen) / Messenius 

Of whom) that speketh / virgilius 

There herd I trumpe / loab also 

Theodomas / and other mo 1246 

And al that vsed / clarion) 

In Cataloigne / and Aragon) 

That in her tyme / famous were 

To lerne saugh I / trumpe there 1250 

There saugh I sit / in other sees 

Pleyinge vpon) / sondry glees 

Which that I kan) not / nevene 

Moo than) sterres / ben) in heuene 1254 

Of whiche I nyl not / now ryme 

For ese of yow / and losse of tyme 

For tyme y-lost / this knowen) ye 

Be no way / may recouerd be 1258 

Ther* saugh I pley / lugelours - 

Magiciens / and tregetours . .- ......... . 

And Phitonesse^ / charmeresses .. .. neitfm.back] 

Olde wrecches / Sorceresses . 'j. . .1262 

That vse / exorsisadons / 
And eke thes / fumiygacions / 
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And Clerkes eke / wliic& konno wel 

!AIle this magikea / naturel 1266 

That craftely doon) / her ententes 

To maken / in certeyn) ascendentes 

Ymages / lo / thrugfi which magike 

To make a man) / ben) hool or syke 1270 

Ther Slough I / the quene Medea 

And Artes eke / and calipsa 

Ther saugh [I] hermes / ballenus 

limete and eke / Symon) Magus 1274' 

[Thei^ sangh I and knew by name 

That be such arte dofi men han Fame] [Fram Bodiigr ssq 

Ther saugh I / Colle tregetour 

Vpoio) a table / of Sygamour 1278 

Pley an vncouthe / thynge to telle 

Y saugh him carien) / a wyndmeUe 

Ynder a walsh note / shale 

What shuld I make / longer tale 1282 

Of alle the pepil / y ther say 

Fro hennes / in to domes day 

Whan) I had al / this folkys beholde 

And fonde me louse / and nought* y-colde 1286 

And oft I mused / longe while 

Vpon) these waUes / of* berile 

That shoone ful lyghter / than) a glas 

And made welmore / than) hit was 1290 

To semen / euery thinge y-wis 

As kynde thynge / of Fames is 

I gan) to romen / til I fonde 

The castel yate / on) my ryghf honde 1294 

Which that so wel / corven) was 

That neuer suche / another nas 

and yit it was / be auenture 

I-wroughf / as often) as be cure 1298 

Hyt nedeth noghf / yow more to tellen) or mi 

To make yow / to longe duellai^ 
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Of these yates / florissliinges 

M"e of compasses / ne of* kervynges 1302 

Ne how they hat / in masoneries 

As corhetz 

But lord so fare / yt was to shews 

For hit was alle / with gold behewe 1306 

But in I went / and that anoon) 

Ther mette I cryinge / many ooii) 

A larges larges / hald vp wel 

God saue the lady / of thys pel 1310 

Our ovne gentil lady / fame 

And hem that wilnen / to haue name 

Of vs / thus herd y crien) alle 

And fast comen) / out of halle 1314 

And shooD) nobles / and sterlynges 

As somme corovned / wer as kynges 

With corovnes wroghf / ful of losynges 

And many rybau) / and many frenges 1313 

Were on) her clothes / trewly 

Thoo atte last / aspyed y 

That pursevantes / and heraulde« 

That crien) ryche folkes / laudes 1322 

Hyt weren) alle / and enerj man) 

Of hem / as y yow tellen) can) 

Had on him throwen) / a vesture 

Whiche that men) crepen) / a cote armure 1326 

Enbrowded / wonderly ryche 

As though they nere / nought* y-lyche 

But noghf nyl I / so mote y thryve 

Ben) aboute / to dyscryve 1330 

Al these armes / that ther weren) 

That they thus / on) her cote bereh) 

For hyt to me / were impossibille 

Men) myghf make / of hem a bible ' 1334 

XX**. foote thykke / y trowe twfcfnt. tack) 

For certeyn) / who so koude I-knowe 
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Myglif ther alle / the amies seen) 

Of famouse folke / that hai)) y-been) 1338^ 

In aufiiike Europe / and asye 

Syth first began) / the cheualrie 

Loo how shulde I / now tel al thys noea 

Kb oi the halle eke / what nede is 1342 

To tellen) yow / that euerj walle 

Of hit / and flore and roof and alle 

Was plated / half a foote thikke 

Of gold / and that nas no thynge wikke 134&' 

But for to prove / in alle wyse ' 

As fyne as ducat / in Tenyse 

Of whiche to litel / al in my povche is 

Ahd'they wer set / as thik of novchis 1550 

Fyne / of the fynest/ stones faire 

That men) reden) / in the lapidaire 

Of greses growen) / in A mede 

But hit were alle to longe / to rede 1351 

The names / and therfore I pace 

But in this lusty / and ryche place 

That fames halle / called was 

Ful moche prees / of folke ther nas 1358 

Ne crowdyng / for to mochil prees 

But al on) hye / above a dees 

Sit in a see / imperiall 

That made was / of a rubee aH 1362 

Which that a carbuncle / ys y-called 

Y satigh perpetually / y-stalled 

A f emynyne / creature no<a 

That neuer formed / by nature 1366 

Nas suche another / thing y-seye 

For alther first / soth for to seye 

Me thought she was / so lyte 

That the lengthe / of a cubite 1370 

Was lengere / thai^ she 

This was / gret marvaylle to me ' - Df m] 
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Hir tho / so wonderly streight* 

That witn hir fete / she erthe reight» 1374 

And with hir hed / she touched heuene 

Ther as shynen) / sterres sevene 

And ther to eke / as my witte 

I saugh a gretter / wonder yitte 1 378 

Vpon) her eyen) / to he-holde 

But certeyn) / y hem neuer tolde 

For as feele yen) / had she 

As fetheres / vpon) foules be 1 382 

Or weren) / on) the bestes foure 

That goddis trone / gunne honoure 

As lohn) writ / in thapocalips 

Hir heere / that ovndye was / and crips 1 386 

As burned gold / hyt shoon) to see 

And sothe to tellen) / also she 

Had also fele / vpstondyng eres 

And tonges / as on) bestes heres 1390 

And on) hir fete wexen) / saugh y 

Partriches wynges / redely 

But lorde the perry / and the richesse 

I saugh sittyng / on) this godesse 1394 

And lord the heuenyssh / melodye 

Of songes ful / of Armonye 

I herd aboute / her trone y-songe 

That al the paleys / walles ronge 1398 

So songe the myghty Muse / she 

That cleped ys / caliope 

And hir eighte / sustren eke 

That in her face / semen meke 1402 

And euer mo / eternally 

They synge of Fame / as thoo herd y 

Heryed be thou' / and thy name 

Goddesse of renoun) / or of Fame 1406 

Tho was I war / loo / atte laste 

As I myn) eyen) / gan) vp caste 
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That thys ylke / noble quene [leuf its* back] 

Od) her shuldres / gan sustene 1410 

Bothe armes / and the name 

Of thoo that hadde / large fame 

Alexander / and hercules 

That wit& a ahert / hys lyfe les 1414 

And thus fonde y syttynge / this goddes 

In nohle honour / and ryches 

Of whicfi I stynte / a while nowe 

Other thinge / to tellen) yowe 1418 

Tho saug& I stonde / on) eyther syde 

Streight^ doufi / to the dores wide 

Ero the dees / many a peler 

Of metal that shoon) / not ful chere 1422 

But thougfi they ner / of no rychesse 

Yet they were made / for gret noblesst 

And in hem / gret sentence 

And folkes / of digne reuerenoe 1426 

Of whiche / I wil yow tel fonde iuxu, ^aij} 

Vpon) the piler / saugfi I stonde 

Alderfirste / loo / ther I sighe 

Vpou) a pilar / stonde on) highe 1430 

That was of lede / and yren) fyne 

Hym of Secte / saturnyne 

The Ebrayke / losephus the olde 

That of* lewes / gestes tolde 1 434 

And he bare / on) hys shuldres hye 

The fame / of the lurye 

And by hym stonden) / other seuene 

Wise and worthy / for to neuene 1438 

To helpen) hem / here vp the charge 

Hyt was so hevy / and so large 

And for they writen) / of batayles 

As wel as other / olde mervayles 1442 

Therfor was / loo / thys pilere 

Of whiche that T yow / telle here 
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Of lede and yren) / bothe y-wys n«af ni] 

For yren) / Martes metal ys 1446 

Whicfi that god / is of bataylle 

And the lede / withouten) faille 

Ys loo the metal / of Saturne 

That hath a ful large whele / to tume 1450 

Thoo stoden) forthe / on) euery rowe 

Of hem which that / I koude knowe 

Though I hem noghf / be ordre telle 

To make yow / to longe to duelle 1454 

These of whiche / I gynne rede 

There saugh I stonde / out of drede 

Vpon) an yren) / piler stronge 

That peynted was / al endlonge 1458 

With tigres blode / in euery place 

The tholausan / that highte stace 

That bare of Thebes / vp the fame 

Vpon) his shuldres / and the name 1 462 

Also of cruelle / Achilles 

And by him stood / withouten) les 

Ful wonder hye / on) a pilere 

Of yren) / he the gret Omere 1466 

And with him Dares / and Tytus 

Before and eke / he loUius 

And Guydo eke / de Columpnis 

And englyssh Gaunfride / eke y-wis 1470 

And eche of these / as haue I loye 

"Was besye / for to here vp Troye 

So hevy therof / was the Fame 

That for to here / hyt was no game 1474 

But yet I gan / ful wel espie 

Betwex hem was / a litil envye 

Oon) seyde / Omere was lyes 

Feynynge in hys / Poetries 1478 

And was to Grekes / fauorable 

Ther for held he hyt / but fable 
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Tho 8a]ag& I stonde / od) a pilere [lebf t74,b8ckj 

That, was of tynned / yren) clere 1 482 

That latyn) Poete / Viigile 

That bore hath yp longe / while 

The fame / of Pius Eneas 

And next hym / on) a piler was 1 486 

Of Coper / Venus clerk / ovide 

That hatih y-sowen) / wonder wide 

The grete god / of Ipues name 

And thei' he bare / yp wel hys fame 149(> 

Vpon) this pilei* / also hye 

And I hyt myght* / see {with] myn) ye 

For why this halle / of whiche I rede 

WaS'WOxen) on) high / the length and brede 1494 

Wei more / be a thousande dele 

Than) hyt was erst / that saugh I wel 

Thoo saugh I / on) a piler by 

Of yren) wroght* / fal sturmely 1498 

The grete poete / Daun) Lucan) 

And on) hys shuldres / bare vp than) 

As high as that / y myghte see 

The iame of* lulius / and Pompe 1502 

And by him stoden / alle these clerkes 

That writen) / of Eomes myghty werkes 

That yf y wolde / her names telle 

Alle. to longe / most I dwelle 1506 

And next him / on) piler stoode [on a, Bodi.-\ 

Of soulfre lyke / as he were woode 

Dauii) Claudian / the sothe to telle 

That bare vp / the fame of helle 1510 

Of Pluto / and of Proserpyne 

That queue ys / of the derke pyne 

What shulde y more / telle of this 

Thelialle was al / f ul y-wys 1514 

Of hem that writen) al / of the olde gestes 

As ben) on) trees / rokes nestes 
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But hit a fill / confuse matere 

Were al tlie gestes / for to here D«tf ns] 1518 

That they of write / or how they highte 

But while that y / beheld thys syghte 

I herd a noyse / aprochen blyve 

That ferd as been) don) / in an) hive 1522 

Ayen her tyme / of oute fleynge 

Eyghte suche a maner / murmuryng 

For al the world / hjt seilied me 

Tho gan) I loke / aboute and see 1526 

That ther come entryng / in to the halle 

A ryghte grete companye / wilfi alle 

And that of sondry / regiouTW 

Of alle skynnes / condiciouTis 1530 

That duelle in erthe / vnder the mono 

Pore and ryche / and also sone 

As they were come / in to the halle 

They gonne doun / on) knees falle 1634 

Before this ilke / noble queue 

And seyde graunte vs / lady shene 

Eche of vs / of thy grace a bone 

And somme of hem / she g7*aunted sone 1538 

And somme she wemed / wel and faire 

And some she graunted / the contraire 

Of her axyng / outterly 

But thus I sey / yow trewly 1542 

What her cause / was y nyste 

For this f olke / ful wel y wiste 

They had good fame / eche deserued 1545 

[ Al thoughe they were dyuersly serued] [Prom Thyiin«'» ed. iswj 

Ryghte as her suster / Daun) fortune nou 

Ys wonte to serven / in comune 

Now herke how / she gan to paye 

That gonfie her / of her grace praye 1650 

And ryght lo / al this companye 

Seyden sootfi / and noght a lye 
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Ma dame quod they / we be 

Folke that here / besechen the peafm^iwok] 1554 

That thou graunte vs / now good fame 

And let our werkes / han that name 

In f ul / recompensacion) 

Of good werkes / yive vs good renoun) 1558 

I werne yow hit / quod she anon) 

Ye gete of me / good fame non) 

Be god / and ther fore goo your wey 

Alias quod they / and welaway 1562 

Telle vs what may / your cause be 

For me lyst hy t noghfr / quod she 

"No wyghfr shal speke / of* yow y-wi» 

Good ne hanne / ne that ne this 1566 

And with that worde / she gan to calle 

Her messangere that was in halle 

And that he shuld / fast gooo^ 1569 

[Blank line in MS, For L 1572, see Caxton or Tliynne.] 

Vpon) the peyn) / to be blynde 1670 

For Eolus / the god of wynde 1571 

And bid him bring / his clarioun) 1573 

That is ful dyuers / of his soun) 1574 

And hyt cleped / clere laude 

With which he wonde is / to hiraiido 

Hem that me list / preised be 

And also bid him / how that he 1578 

Brynge his other / clarioun) 

That hight* sklaundre / in euery tou7i 

With whiche he wonte is / to diffame 

hem that me liste / and do him shame 1582 

This messanger / gan fast goon) 

And founde where / in a cave of ston) 

In a contree / highte trace 

This Eolus / with harde grace 1586 

helde the wyndes / in distresse 

And gan) hem vnder him / to presse 
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That they gonne / as heres rore Deaf i76j 

He bonde and pressed hem / so sore 1590 

This messanger / gan) fast crie 

Eyse vp quod he / and fast hye 

Til thou at / my lady be 

And! take thy Clarioun) / eke with* the 1594 

And spede the forth / and hye anon) 

Toke to a man) / that hight Triton) 

Hys clarions / to here thoo 

And lete a certeyn) / wynde to goo 1598 

And blewe so hydously / and hye 

That hyt ne left / not a skye 

In alle the welkene / longe and brode 

This Eolus / nowhere abode 1602 

Til he was come / to Fames fete 

And eke the man) / that Triton) hete 

And ther he stode /as stille as stooii) 

And her withal / ther come anoon) 1606 

Another^ huge / companye no** 

Of good folke / and gu7me crie 

Lady graunte vs / good fame 

And lat oure werkes / han that name 1610 

Now in honour / of gentilesse 

And also god / your soule blesse 

For we han wel / deserued hyt 

Therfore is ryght* / that we ben) wel quyt 1614 

As thryve I quod she / ye shal faylle 

Good werkes shal yow / noghf availle 

To haue of me / good fame as now 

But wete ye what / y graunte yow 1618 

That ye shal haue / a shrewde fame 

And wikky(J loos / and wors name 

Though ye good loos / haue deserued 

Now goo your wey / for ye be serued 1622 

haue doon) Eolus / let see 

Take forth thy trumpe / anon) quod she 
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That is deped / sklaundre lyghte 

And blow her loos / that eueiy wighte 1626 

Speke of hem harme / and shrewdenesse [iMn78,baoki 

In stede of good / and worthynesse 

For thou shalt trumpe / alle the contiarie 

Of that they han)/ don)«wel opfayre 1630 

Alias thought I / what auenturea 

Han these soiy / creatures 

"For they amonges / al the pies 

Shnl thus be shamed / giltles 1634 

But what / hyt most nodes be 

What did this Eolus / but he 

Toke out hys blake / trumpe of bras 

That fouler than / the deuel was 1638 

And gan this trumpe / for to blow 

As al the worlde / shuld ouerthrowe 

That thru^ out / euery Eegioun 

Went this foule / trumpes soun 1642 

As: swifte / as pelet out of gonne 

WTian) fire is in / the poudre ronne 

And suche a smoke / gaii) out wende 

Out of« his foule / trumpes ende 1646 

Blak bloo grenyssh / swart rede 

As dothe where that / meii) melt lede 

Loo alle oii) high / fro the tuelle 

And therto oo thing / saugh I welle 1650 

That the ferther / that hit ran) 

The gretter wexen) / hit be-gan) 

As dooth the ryver / from a welle 

And hyt stank / as the pitte of helle 1654 

Alias thus was her / shame y-ronge 

And giltles / on) euery tonge 

Tho come the thirdde / companye 

And guwne vp to the dees / to hye 1658 

And douw on) knes / they fille anon) 

And seyde we ben) / everychon) 
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Folke that ben) / ful cruelly no^ 

Deserued fame / ryghte fully 1662 

And pray yow / hit mot be knowe 

Ryghte as hit is / and forth y-blowe 

I graunte quod she / for me leste Deaf i77] 

That now your good werkes / be wiste 1666 

And yet ye shul han / better loos 

In dispite / of alle your foos 

Than) worthy is / and that anoon) 

Late now quod she / thy trumpe goon) 1670 

Thou Eolus / that is so blake 

And out ihjn other / trumpe take 

That highte Laude / and blowe yt soo 

That thrugh the worlde / her fame goo 1674 

Esely / and not to faste 

That hyt be knowen) / atte laste 

Ful gladly lady / myn) he seyde 

And oute hys trumpe / of golde he brayde 1678 

Anon) and set hyt / to his mouthe 

And blew it est / and west and southe 

And northe / as lowde as any thunder 

That euery wight* / hath of hit wonder 1682 

So brode hyt ran) / or than) hit stynt 

And certes / al the breth that went 

Out of his trumpes mouthe / smelde 

As men) a potful / of bawme helde 1686 

Amonge a basket / ful of roses 

This fauour did he / til her loses 

And ryght* witfi this / y gan) aspye no** 

Ther come the ferthe / companye 1690 

But certeyn) they were / wonder fewe 

And gunne stonde / in a rewe 

And seyden) certes / lady bryghf 

We han) don) wel / with al our myghf 1694 

But we ne kepen) / haue no fame 

Hide our werkes / and our name 
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For goddys loue / for certes we 

Han) certeyn) doon) hyt/ for bounto 1698 

And for no maner / other thinge 

I grannte yow alle / your askynge 

Quod she / let your werkes be dede 

Wilfi that about / y clywe myn) hede 1702 

And saugh anoon) / the fifte route note DMCi77,baek] 

That to this lady / gunne loute 

And doun on) knes / anoon) to falle 

And to hir thoo / besoughten) alle 1706 

And hidden / her goode werkes eke 

And seyden) they yeven) / noghf a leke 

For no Fame / for suche renouTi 

For they / for contemplacioun 1710 

And goddes loue / hadde y-wroughf 

I^e of Fame / wolde they nought* 

What quod she / and be ye woods 

And wene ye / for to doo goode 1714 

And for to haue / of that no Fame 

Haue ye dispite / to haue my name 

ITay ye shul lyen) / euerychon) 

Blowe thy trumpes / and that anon) 1718 

Quod she / Eolus y bote 

And rynge this folkes werkes / be note 

That alle the worlde / may of hyt here 

And he gan) blowe her loos / so clere 1722 

In his golden) / clarioun) 

That thrugh the worlde / went the soun) 

Also kenely / and eke so softe 

But atte last / hyt was on) lofte 1726 

Thoo come the sext / companye no<a 

And guwne fast / on) Fame crie 

Eyghte verraly / in this manere 

They seyden) mercy / lady dere 1730 

To tellen) certeyn) / as hyt is 

We han don) neither / that ne this 
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But ydel / al oure lyfe y-be 

That natheles / yet prey we 1734 

That we mowe han / as good fame 

And gret renoun) / and knowen name . 

As they that han / doon) noble gestes 

And acheued / alle her lestes 1738 

As wel of loue / as other thynge peaf i78] 

Alle was vs neiier / broche ne rynge 

Ne elles noghf / from) wym^^ien sent 

Ne ones / in hem yment 1742 

To make vs oonly / frendly chere 

But myghten) temen) vs / opon) here 

Yet lat vs / to peple seme 

Suche as the worlde / may of vs deme 1746 

That wommen) louen vs / for wode 

Hyt shal doon) vs / a moche goode 

And to oure herte / a[s] moche avyalle 

The countrepese / ese and trauaylle 1760 

As we had wonne hyt / with labour 

For that is dere / boght« honour 

At regard / of oure gret ese 

And yet thou most vs / more plese 1754 

Let vs beholden) / eke therto 

Worthy wise / and goode also 

And riche and happy / vnto love 

For goddes loue / that sit a bove 1758 

Thogh we may not / the body haue 

Of wymmen) yet / so god yow saue 

Leet men) gliwe / on) vs the name 

Sufficeth that we / han the fame 1762 

I graunte quod she / be my trouthe 

Now Eolus / with outen) slouthe 

Take out thy trumpe of golde / now let se 

And blowe as they / han axed me 1 766 

That exiery man) / wene hem at ese 

Though they goon) / in f ul bad leso 
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This Eolus gai]) hit / so blowe 

That thrugti the worlde / hyt was y-knowe 1770 

Thoo come the seventh / route anooii> note 

And fel od) knees / euerychoon) 

And seyde lady / grannte vs sone 

The same thing / the same hone 1774 

That this next folke / han) doon) DeafiTs^baoki 

Fy on) yow quod she / euerychon) 

Te maisty Swyne / ye ydel wiecBfies 

Ful of rotes) / slowe techches 177& 

What fals theves / or ye wolde 

Be famous good / and no thing nolde 

Deserue why / ne neuer ye roughtd 

MenI rather yow / hangen) ought 1782? 

For ye be lyke / the swynt catte 

That wolde haue fissh / but wostow whatt» 

He wold no thinge / wete his clowes 

Ywel thrifte come / to your lowes 1786 

And eke to myn) / yif I hit graunte 

Or do yow fauour / yow to avaunte 

Thou Eolus / thou kynge of Trace 

Goo blowe this folke / a sory grace 1790 

Quod she anoii) / and wostow how 

As I shal telle / ryghte now 

Sey these ben) / that wolden) honour 

Haue / and do no skynnes labour 1794 

Ne doo no good / and yet han lawde 

And that men) wend / that bele Isawde 

!N'e coude hem noghf / of loue werne 

And yet she that / grynt at a queme 1798 

Ys alle to good / to ese her hert 

This Eolus / anon) vp stert 

And with his blake / Clariouw 

He gan to blasen) / out a ^oin 1802 

As lowde as beloweth / wyiide in helle 

And eke ther with / sotbe to telle 
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Tliis sovne was / so ful of lapes 

As euer mowes / were in apes 1806 

And that went / al the worlde about 

That euery wigfit / gan) on) hem shout 

And for to lawgh / as they were wode 

Suche game fonde they / in her hode 1810 

Tho come a nother / companye 

That had y-doon) / the tray terye Oaf 179] 

The harme / the gret wikkednesse 

That any hert / kouthe gesse 1814 

And prayed her / to han good fame 

And that she nolde / doon) hem no shame 

But yeve hem loos / and good renoun) 

And do hyt blowe / in a clarioun) 1818 

Nay wis quod she / hjrt were a vice 

Al be ther in me / no Justice 

Me lyst not doo / hyt nowe 

!N"e this nyl I / graunte yowe 1822 

Tho come ther lepynge / in a route 

And gunne choppen) / al aboute 

Euery man) / vpon) the crowne 

That alle the halle / gan to sowne 1826 

And seyden) lady / leefe and dere 

"We ben) suche folkes / as ye mowe here 

To telle al the tale / a ryghfr 

We ben) shrewes / euery wyght» 1830 

And han delyte / in wikkednes 

As good folke han / in godenes 

And loy to be / knowen) shrewes [hanioy. bom.^ 

And ful of vices / and wikked thewes 1834 

Where fore / we pray yow a rowe 

That oure fame / suche be knowe 

In alle thing / ryght* as hit ys 

Y graunte hyt yow / quod she y-wis 1838 

But what art thow / that seyst this tale 

That werest on) thy hose / a pale 

FAIRFAX 
CHAUCER MI. 13 



233 PiJL-^nzT 

182 HOUBB OF FAME. FAIBFAX MS. 10. 

And on) tliy tipet / suche a belle 

Ma dame quod he / sot& to telle 1842 

I am that ylke / shrewe y-wie 

That brende the temple / of ysidis 

In Athenes Loo / that Gitee 

And wheifor didest thou / so quod she 1846 

By my thrift / quod he ma Dame 

I wolde fays) / has) hadde a &me 

As other folke hadde / in idie toyne ftf m» bk] 

Alia though they were / of grete renovne 1860 

For her vertue / and for her thewes 

Thought y as gret a isane / han shrewes 

Thougb hit be noghf / for shrewdenesse 

As good folke han / for godenesse 1854 

And sitli y may not / haue that oon) 

That other nyl y / noghf f or-goon). 

And for to gette / of Fames hire 

The temple set y / alle a fire 1858 

Now doou) our loos / be blowen) swithe 

As wisly be thou / euer blythe 

Gladly quod she / thow Eolus 

Herestow not what / this folke prayen vs 1862 

Ma dame yis / f ul wel quod he 

And I wil trumpen / parde 

And toke his blake / trumpe faste 

And gan) to puffeii) / and to blaste 1866 

Til hyt was / at the wordes ende 

Witfi that y gan) / aboute wende 

For oon) that stoode / ryght* at my bake 

Me thoughts goodely / to me spake 1870 

And seyde frende / what is thy name 

Artow come hider / to han fame 

I^ay for sothe / frende quod y 

I cam) noghf hyder / graunt mercy 1874 

For no suche cause / by my hede 

Sufficetfi me / as I were dede ^ -- 
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That no wighf / haue my name in honde 

I wote my self best / how y stonde 1878 

For what I drye / or what I thynke no<a 

I wil my selfe / alle hyt drynke 

Certeyn) / for the more parte 

As fer forthe / as I kan) my arte 1882 

But what doost thou / here quod he 

Quod y / that wyl y tellen) the 

The cause why / y stonde here [leaf iso] 

Somme newe tydyngis / for to lere 1886 

Somme newe thinge / y not what 

Tydynges other / this or that 

Of love or suche / thynges glade 

For certeynly / he that me made 1890 

To come hyder / seyde me 

Y shuld both / here and se 

In this place / wonder thynges 

But these be / no suche tydynges 1894 

As I mene of* / noo quod he 

And answered / noo parde 

For wel y wote / euer yit 

Sith that first / y had wit 1 898 

That somme folke / han desired fame 

Diuersly / and loos and name 

But certeynly / y nyst howe 

Ne where that fame / duelled er no we 1902 

And eke of her / descripciot^n 

Ne also / her condiciot^n 

Ne the ordre / of her dome 

Vn to tyme / y thidder come 1906 

Why than) be / Loo these tydynges 

That thou now / hider br3mges 

That thou hast herde / quod ho to me 

But now no fors / for wel y se 1910 

What thou desirest / for to here 

Come forth and stonde / no lenger here 
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And y wil the / witlL outen) drede 

In sache another / place lede 1914 

Ther thou shalt here / many ooii) 

Tho gaii) I forthe / with hym to goon) 

Oute of the castel / sothe to sey 

Tho Baugh y stond / in a yaley 1918 

Vnder the castel / fast by 

An house / that domus dedaly 

That laboryncus / cleped ys peaf iso, ba<&] 

I^as made so wonderlych / y-wis 1922 

Ne half so queyntlycfi / y-wroughf 

And euer mo / so swyfb as thoughf 

This queynt hous / a bout went 

That neuer mo stil / hyt stent 1926 

And ther out come / so grete a noyse 

That had hyt stonde / vpon) oyse 

Men myght* hyt / han herd esely 

To Rome y trowe / sikerly 1930 

And the noyse / whiche I haue herde 

For alle the world / ryghf so hyt ferde 

As dooth the rowtynge / of the ston) 

That from thengyne / ys leten gon) 1934 

And al thys hous / of whiche y rede 

"Was made of twigges / falwe rede 

And grene eke / and somTwe weren) white 

Whiche as men) / to these cages thwite 1938 

Or maken) of / these panyers 

Or elles hattes / or dossers 

That for the swough / and for the twynges 

This house was also / ful of gyges 1942 

And also ful eke / of chirkynges 

As ful this lo 

And eke this hous / hath of entrees 

As fele of leues / as ben) in trees 1946 

In somer / whan) they grene been 

And on) the rove / men) may yet seen) 
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A thousand holes / and wel moo 

To leten) wel / the sovne out goo 1950 

And be day / in euery tyde 

Been) al the dores / opened wide 

And be nyghf / echon) vnshet 

Ne porter ther is / noon) to let 1954 

No maner tydynges / in to pace 

Ne neuer rest is / in that place 

That hit nys silde / ful of tydynges 

Other lovde / or of wisprynges 1958 

And ouer alle the houses / Angles Deaf isi] 

Ys ful of rovnynge^ / and of Tangles 

Of werres of pes / of manages 

Of restes and of labour / of viages 1962 

Of A-bood of deeth / of lyfe 

Of love of hate / acorde of stryfe 

Of loos of lore / and of wynnynges 

Of hele of sekenesse / of bildynges 1966 

Of faire wyndes / and eke of* tempestes 

Of qwalme of folke / and eke of bestes 

Of dyvers / transmutacions 

Of estates / and eke of Eegions 1970 

Of trust of drede / of lelousye 

Of wit of wynnynge / of folye 

Of plente / and of grete famyne 

Of chepe of derthe / and of ruyne 1974 

Of good / or mysgouemement 

Of fire / and of dyvers accident 

And loo thys hous / of whicfi I write 

Syker be ye / hit nas not lyte 1978 

For hyt was sixty / myle of lengthe 

Alle was the tymber / of no strengthe 

Yet hit is founded / to endure 

While that hit lyst / to auenture 1982 

That is the moder / of tydynges 

As the see of welles / and of sprynges 
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And hyt was shapei]) / lyke a cage 

Certys quod y / in al myii) age 1986 

Ne sanglL y sache / an) hous as this 

And as y wondied / me y-wya 

Vpon) this hous / tho war was y 

How that myn) Egle / fast by 1990 

Was perched hye / vpon) a stoon) 

And I gan streght^ / to hym gon) 

And seyde thus / y prey the 

That thou a while / a-bide me cie«f in, bMk] 1994 

For goddis loue / and lete me seen) 

What wondres / in this place beeii) 

For yit parauenture / y may kre 

Somme good theron) / or sumwhat here 1998 

That leef* me were / or that y went 

Petre that is / myn) entent 

Quod he to me / therfore y duelle 

But certeyn) ood) thy^g / I the telle 2002 

That but I bringe the / therinne 

Ne shalt thou neuer / kunne gynne 

To come in to hyt / out of doute 

So faste hit whirleth / lo aboute 2006 

But* sithe that louys / of his grace 

As I haue seyde / wol the solace 

Fynally / with these thinges 

Vnkouthe syght* / and tydynges 2010 

To passe / with thyn heuynesse 

Suche routhe hath he / of thy distresse 

That thou suflfrest / debonairly 

And west thy selfen / outtirly 2014 

Disesperat / of alle blys 

Syth that fortune / hath made amys 

The frot of al / thy hertys reste 

Laugh and eke / in poynt to breste 2018 

That he thrugh hys / myghty merite 

Wol do than) ese / al be hyt lyte 
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And yaf in expres / commaundement [Ms.p] 

To whiche I am / obedient 2022 

To further the / witR al my myghf 

And wisse and teche the / a ryghf 

Where thou maist most / tidynges here 

Shaltow here anoon) / many oon) lere 2026 

With this worde / he ryght anoon) {\docaxetveraiu2 

[Hent me vp by twene his tone] [From xhynne's ed. 1532.] 

At a wyndowe / yn me broghte [leaf i82] 

That in this hous / was as me thoght^ 2030 

And ther with alle / me thonghte hit stent 

And no thinge / hyt aboute went 

And me set / in the flore adoan 

But which / a congregacioun 2034 

Of folke as I saugh / rome a-bout 

[Some within and some without] [From Thynne's ed. 1682.] 

Nas neuer seen / ne shal ben) eft 

That certys / in the worlde nys left 2038 

So many formed / be nature 

Ne dede / so many a creature 

ITiat wel vnnethe / in that place 

Hadde y A fote / brede of space 2042 

And euery wighf / that I saugfi there 

Rovned / in others ere 

A newe / tydynge preuely 

Or elles tolde / alle oppenly 2046 

Ryght* thus and seyde / nost not thou 

That ys betydde 

No quod he / telle me what 

And than) he tolde hym / this and that 2050 

And swore therto / that hit was sothe 

Thus hath he sayde / and thus he dothe 

And thus shal hit be / and thus herde y seye 

That shal be fouwde / that dare I leye 2054 

That alle the folke / that ys a lyve 

No han the kunnynge / to discryve 
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The thinges / that I heide there 

What a loyde / and what in ere 

But al the wonder / most was this 

Whan) oon) had herde / a thinge y-wis 

He come f ort& ryghf / to another wighf 

And gan him tellen / anon) ryghf 

The same / that him was tolde 

Or hyt a f orlonge way / wais olde 

Bat gan) somme what / for to eche 

Tho this tydynge / in this ^echo 

More / thaxi) hit euer was 

And nat so sone / departed nas 

That he fro him / thoo he ne mette 

With the thrid / and or he lette 

Any stonnde / he told him als 

Were the tydynge / sothe or fals 

Tit wolde he telle hyt / natheles 

And euermo / witli more encres 

Than) yt wase erst / thus north and southe 

Went euery mot^the / fro moutHe to mouthe 

And that encresing / euer moo 

As fire ys wont / to quyk and goo 

From a sparke / spronge amys 

Tille alle a Citee / brent vp ys 

And whan) that was / ful y-sprong 

And woxen) more / on) euery tong 

Than) euer hit was / and went anoon) 

Vp to a wyndowe / out to goon) 

Or but hit myght* / oute there pace 

Hyt gan) out crepe / at somme crevace 

And flygh forth fast / for the nones 

And som tyme / saugh thoo at ones 

A lesyng / and a sad sothe sawe 

That gonne of auentur / thrawe 

Out to a wyndowe / for to pace 

And when) they metten) / in that place 
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They wer a-cheked / bothe two 

And neyther of hem / most out goo 2094 

For other so they / gonne crowde 

Til eche of hem / gan crien lowde 

Lat me go first / nay but let me 

And here I wol / ensuren) the 2098 

Wyth the nones / that thou wolt do so [if iRs] 

That I shal neuer / fro the go 

But be thyn) ovne / sworen) brothei* 

We wil medle vs / eche witfi other 2102 

That no man) / be they neuer so wrothe 

Shal han) on two / but bothe 

At ones al / besyde his leve 

Come we morwe / or on) eve 2106 

Be we cried / or stille y-rovned 

Thus saugh I fals / and sothe compoyned 

To-geder fle / for oo tydynge 

Thus oute at holes / gunne wringe 2110 

Euery tydynge / streghf to Fame 

And she gan yeye / eche hys name 

After / hir disposicio?m 

And yaf hem / eke duracioem 2114 

Somme to wexe / and wynne sone 

As dothe the faire / white mone 

And lete hem gooii) / ther myghf j a&end 

Wenyed wondres / fast fleeu) 2118 

XX** thousand / in a route 

As Eolus / hem blew aboute 

And lord this hous / in al tymes 

Was ful of Shipmen) /and pilgrimes 2122 

Wiifi shrippes bret / ful of lesenges 

Entremedled / with tydynges 

And eke allone / be hem selue 

many a thousand / tymes twelue 2126 

Saugh I eke / of these Pardoners 

CurrouTS and eke / messangers 
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"Wiifi boystes Ciammed / fdl of lyes 

As oner vessel / was witb lyes 2130 

And as I alther / £EU9test went 

JLbout and did / al myn) entent 

Me for to pleyen / and for to le?o 

And eke a lydynge / for to here 2134 

That I had herd / of somTne centre 

That shal not now / be tolde for me pf iss, bk] 

For hit no nede is / redely 

Folke kan) synge hit/ bet than) I 2138 

For aUe mote oute / other late or lathe 

Alle the sheves / in the lathe 

I herde a grete / noyse with aUe 

In a comer / of the halle 2142 

Ther men) of lone / tydyng^ tolde 

And I gan / thiderwarde be-holde 

For I saugh rennynge / euary wights 

As &st as that / they hadden myghl^ i 2146 

And eueiyche cried / what tbipg is that 

And somme sayde / I not neuer what 

And whan) they were / alle on) an hope 

Tho behynde / beguwne vp lepe 2150 

And clamben vp / on) other fast 

And vp the noyse / an highen) kast 

And troden fast / on) other helos 

And stampen) as men) / doon) aftir eles 2154 

Atte last / y saugh a man) 

Whiche that y / nat ne kan 

But he semed / for to be 

A man) of grete / auctorite 2158 

\M8. ends, like Bodl. 368, incomplete.] 
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[Of the first oast of tlie Prologue to this Poem, only one copy 
is known, that in MS. Qg, 4. 27, Camhridge University Library. To 
show the differences between the two casts of the Prologue, the two 
are here printed opposite to one another — as they were in my Odd 
Texts, Part I — with double line-numbers, so as to show which lines 
in one cast correspond to the same, or the like lines, in the other 
cast. Those lines which differ slightly * from their mates in the 
other cast ai*e markt f ; those which differ more are markt § ; those 
which are only in one cast, *. The differences between the two casts 
are spoken of in my Trial-Forewords, at the end.] 

1 A few dUTerenoea Tv* fhongbft too iVt^ to need a marie* 
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THE LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN. 

[Oamhi: Univ. MS. Og. 4. 27, leaf Uo. No <jiip» ui MS.] 
[THE PKOLOGITE. Ftrat Cu*/.] 

A+Thoiisent sythis haue I herd men telle It 
tThat there ia loye in Leueno & peyne in hclle f 
+And I B-cordo wel that it bo ao 3t 3 

tBut nathelea this wit I* wel also 4t ^^^„n 

tThat there ne ia non that dwellyth 'In thia cmitre 5t pi fufr-j 
That eythir hath in helle or heuene I-be G 

Ne may of it non others weyis wytyn 7 

But afi he hatli herd eeyd / or foimde it w r yty n 8 8 

ffor by asay / there may no man it preue 9 

tBat goddis forbode / but men schulde leue lOt 
Wel more thyng / than men han eeyn witA eye 1 1 
Men schal nat wenyn / euery thyng alye 12 12 

§fror that he say it nat of jore a-go 13$ 

JGod wot a thyng is nenere the lease eo HJ 

Thow euery wyght ne may it nat I-se 15 

Bertiard the monk ne' say nat al parde 16 ^ S'aT'o^i"'"' 
Thanne motyn we to bokya / that we fynde 17 
Thowrwwhiche that olde thyngia ben *In mynde [tiwrr.] 
And to the doctryne of these olde wyse 1 9 

3euyn credence "In euery 'akylful wyse pi, 'stj.oirro 20 

§And trowyn on these olde aprouede etoryis 21§ 
Of holyneaae / of regnya of rictoryis 22 

Of lone / of hate / of othere sundery thyngis 23 
Of whiche I may nat make rehersyngys 24 24 

And If that olde bokis weryn aweye 25 

I-loryn were of remembrance the keye 26 
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THE LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN. 

[Fairfax MS, 16, leaf 83.] 

[n is printed f 07' d). f /or t with a curl = te generally. 
Utere are no gaps in the MS.^ 

IT The prologe of .ix. goode Wymwen./ \2nd Cast.] 

6g. linet. Fx. linei. 

It A thousande tymes / I haue herd telle t 

2t \ ther ys Icy in heuene / and peyne in helle t 
3t-i--^ and I acord wel / that it ys so t 

4tBut netheles yet / wot I wel also t 4 

5tthat ther is noon duellyng / in this contree t 

6 That eythir hath in heuene / or in helle y-be 

7 Ne may of hit / noon other weyes witen 

8 but as he hath herd seyde / or founde it writefl 8 

9 for by assay / ther may no man it preve 

lOtBut god forbede / but men shulde leve t 

11 "Wel more thing / then men han seen with eye 

12 Men shal not wenen / euery thing a lye 12 
13§But yf him-selfe yt seeth / or elles dooth § 
14§ror god wot / thing is neuer the lasse sooth § 

15 Thogh euery wight / ne may it nat y-see 

16 Bemarde the monke / ne saugh nat all pardee IJ^JSg"* 

17 Than mote we / to bokes that we fynde J^^* 

18 Thurgh which / that olde thinges ben in mynde 

19 And to the doctrine / of these olde wyse 

20 Yeve credence / in euery skylful wise 20 
21§That tellen of these olde appreued / stories § 

22 of holynesse / of Eegnes of victories 

23 of love of hate / of other sondry thynges 

24 of whiche I may not maken / rehersynges 24 

25 And yf that olde bokes / were a-wey 

26 Y-lome were / of Eemembraunce the key 
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JRv. H. Gto'. If. 

§Wel otijte YB thanne on olde bokys leue 27§ 

§There as there is non othyr a-say be preue 28§ 28 

§ And ai for me thow that myn wit be lite 29§ 

On bokys^ for to rede I me delyte py«orr.] 30 

And in myn hert^ haue hem in reuerence 32 

§And to hem 3eTie swich lust & swich credence 31 § 32 

§That there is wel onethe game non S3§ 

That from myne bokys make me to gon 34 

§But it be ofer vp-on the haly day 35§ 

§0r ellis in the loly tyme of may 36§ 36 

§Whan that I h^ the smale foulys synge 37§ 
And that the flonris* gynne for to sprynge* ^^^SrwSS^"*^ 
§ffiarwel myn. stodye as lastynge pat sesouM 39$ [(TMSkafc] 

}Now haue I therto this condycyotm 40$ 40 

That^ of alle the flottHs in the mede c^ateorr.} 41 

Thanne lotie I most these flourya white & rede 42 

Swyche as meia calle dayesyis in oure toun 43 

To hem haue I so gtet affeccioun 44 44 

As I seyde erst whan comyn is the may 45 

That in myn bed there dawith me no day 46 

That I ne am vp & walkynge in the mede 47 

tTo sen these flot^ris argen the sunne to sprede 48t 48 

§Whan it vp ryseth be the morwe schene 49§ 

*The longe day thus walkynge in the grene * 50 



§And whan the sunne be-gynnys for to waste 61§ 
§Thanne closeth it & drawith it to reste 62§ 52 

og. 4. 27 
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Off. Hnet, Fx. line*, 

27 § Wei OTigfit vs thanne / honouren and beleve § 

28 § These bokes / there we han. noon other preve § 28 
29§and as for me / though that I konne but lyte § 

30 on bokes for to rede / I me delyte 

32§and to hem yive I feyth / and ful credence § 

31 and in myn herte / haue hem in reuerence 32 
33§ So hertly / that ther is game noofl § 

34 that fro my bokes / maketh me to goofi 

35§but yt be seldom / on the holyday § 
36§8ave certeynly / whan that the monethe of May § 36 

37§rs comen / and that I here the foules synge § 

38 And that the floures / gynnen for to sprynge [if88,bk] 

39§raire-wel my boke / and my deuociofi § 

40§Xow have I thanne / suche a condiciofl § 40 

41 That of al the floures / in the mede 

42 Thanne love I most / thise floures white and rede 

43 Suche as men callen / daysyes in her tovne 

44 To hem have I / so grete afleccion 44 

45 As I seyde erst / whanne comen is the May 

46 That in my bed / ther daweth me no day 

47 That I nam vppe / and walkyng in the mede 

48tTo seen this floure / ayein the sonne sprede t 48 

49§Whan it vprysitfi / erly by the morwe § 

*That blisful sight / softneth al my sorwe * 

*So glad am I / whafi that I haue presence * 

*0f it / to doofi it al / reuerence * 52 

55§As she that is / of al floures flour § 

66tFul-filled of al vertue / and honour t 
57 and euere ilyke faire / and fressli of hewe 

58§and I love it / and euer ylike newe § 56 

*And euere shal / til that myfi hert dye * 

*al swere I nat / of this I wol nat lye * 

*Ther loved no wighf / hotter in his lyve * 

*And whan that hit ys eve / I renne blyve * 60 

51§As sone as evere the sonne / gynneth weste § 

52§To seen this flour / how it wol go to reste § 
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lore it is a-ferid of tlie nyjl, 
ill on the morwe that it ia dayia Jjjt 
ie dayeseye of alle flouris flour 
T fyld of verta & of alle honour 

And ouere I-liie fayr & froath 'of hewe 
§Aa wel In wyntyr aa in somyr newe' \>-^coi 
§ffayii wolde I preyayn If I coude a-ryht 
"Bat wo is me it Ijth oat in myn myght 



tffor wel I wot that folk han here be-forn 73t 

Of makynge ropyn & lad a-woy the com 7i 

I come nftyr gleayngc hero & ther 75 

And am ful glad if I may fynde an er 78 

+0f nny goodly word that they han laft 77+ 

+And If it happe mo rehcrso eft i_' i comciriij 78+ 
tThat they han ^In here frosche eongis said 791 . 

§1 hope that they wele uat ben euele a-payod 80§ 
§Sithe it ifl aeyd in fortheryng & honour 81 § 

§0f hem that *eytlur seruyn lef or flour pe«irr.] 82§ 
§ffor trustyth wel I ne haue nat vndyr-take i 
§As of the lef a-gayn the flour to make j 

fNe of the flour to make a^yn the lef 189§ 

No more than of the com a-gen the ehef 190 

fl'or B3 to me is lefere nou ne lothere 191 

I am witholde ;it wi'tA neuer nothire 192 

I not ho serayth lef ne who the flour 193 [*>« 

§That nys nothyi^ the entent of myn labour 194§ 

tfibr this weik is al of a--nDthyi tunue 195+ 

+0f old Btoij er swich strif was be^^na 196+ 
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€tff. linet. JPx. Une$, 

53§Foi fere of nyg&t / so hatetH she derknesse § 



*Hire chere is pleynly sprad / in the brightnesse * 64 
*0f the Sonne / for ther yt wol vnclose * 

* Alias that I ne had / englyssh ryme / or prose * [M«66Gg.] 

69§Suffisant this flour / to preyse a-ryght § 

*But helpeth ye / that han konnyng and myght* * 6S 
*Ye lovers / that kan make of Sentment * 

*In this case / oght ye be diligent * 

*To forthren me / somwhat in my labour * 

*Whethir ye befl with the leef / or with the flour * 72 

6 Iff or wel I wot / that ye han her-bifome t 

62 of makynge ropen / and lad awey the come 

63 and I come after / glenyng here and there 

64 and am ful glad / yf I may fynde an ere 76 
65tOf any goodly word / that ye han left* t p«*f 84] 
66tAnd thogh it happen / me rehercen eft t 
67tThat ye han / in your fressli songes sayede t 
68§ror-bereth me / and beifi nat euele apayede § 80 
69§Syn that ye see / I do yt in the honour § 
70§of love / and eke in seruice of the flour § 

*Whom that I serve / as I have witte or myght * 
*She is the clerenesse / and the verray lyght* * 84 

*That in this derke worlde / me wynt and ledyth * 
*The hert in wiifi / my sorwfull brest yow dredith * 
*And loueth so sore / that ye ben verrayly * 

*The maistresse of my witte / an[d not] ^ thing I p jmt eaterd] 
*My worde my werkes / ys knyt so in youre bond * 89 
*That as an harpe / obeietfi to the bond ♦ 

*And maketh it sovne / after his fynger3mge *• 

*Eyght so mowe ye / oute of myfi hert bringe * 92 
*Swich vois / ryght as yow lyst to laughe or pleyfl * 
*Be ye my gide / and lady souereyfl ♦ 

*As to myil erthely god / to yowe I calle * 

*Bothe in this werke / Mid my sorwes alls * 96 

FAIRFAX 
CHAUCER ML 14 
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193 LBQBND OF OOOD WOMBK. MS, Ctg. 4. 27, Oim. 

FX.U, 0§.iL 

But wlieifare that I sp^ to jeue eredenee 97 

tXo bokys olde & don hem reaerence 98t -82 

§Is for men schulde autoriteis be-leue 99§ 
§There as theie lyth noB oth]fi a-say be pieue 100§ 84 

*fEbr myn entent ia or X firo 30W fare * 

*Tbe nakede tixt in esiglis to declare * 

*0f manye a story or eU^ of manye^ a geste * prnMyecorr.) 

*As auboorys seyn leuytb hem If ^ow leste * 88 



§Wkan peiBsed was almost the monyth of may 108§ 89 
j§And I hadde romed al the scmidrys day 180§ 

*The grene medewe of which that I 30W tolde * 
§Yp-on the ftosche dayseie to be-holde 182§ 92 

tAnd that the sonne out of the souht gan weste 197t 
§And olothede was the fiot^r & gon to iieste I98§ 
tfiEbr derknese of the nyht of which sche dradde 199t 
Horn to myn hons ful swiftly I n^e spadde 200 961 
And in a lytyl erber that I haue 203 

tl-benchede newewit^ turwis fi'orsehe ^I-grawe 204t pi eorr.3 
I bad^ men schulde me myn couche make 205 pdcorr.] 
ffor deynte of the newe some?ys sake 206 100 

I bad hem strowe flowris on myn bed 207 

Whan I was layd & hadde my» eyen hid 208 
tl fel a-slepe with-Inne an our or two 209t 

tMe mette how I was in the medewe tho 21 Of 104 

*And that I romede in that same gyse ♦ .i. daieseye * 
§To sen that flour/* as ^e han herd deuyse 202, 212§ 
*ffayr was this medewe as thou^te me oueral * 
tWith flow7is sote ^enbroudit was it al* 119t p-»«>rr.] 
tAs for to speke of gomme or erbe or tre 121t 109 

Comparisoutt may non I-makede be 122 

ffor it surmouwtede pleynly alle odours 123 

tAnd of ryche beute alle flourys 124t 112 

fforgetyn hadde the erthe his pore esiat 125 

og. 4. 27 



PAR. -TEXT 250 

LEGEND OP GOOD WOMEN. FAIRFAX MS, 16. 199 

Off. Unti. Fx. line*, 

97 But wherfore / tliat I spake to yive credence 

98tTo olde stories / and doon hem reuerence t 

83§And that men mosten / more thyng heleve § 

84§Then may seen at eighe / or elles preve § 100 
*That shal I seyn / whanne that I see my tyme * 

*I may not attones / speke in ryme * 

*My besy gost / that trustelfi alwey newe * 
*To seen this flour / so yong / so fresdfe of hewe * 104 

*Constreyned me / with so gledy desire * 

*That in myw herte / I feele yet the fire * 

*That made me to ryse / er yt wer day * 

89§And was now / the firste morwe of May § 108 

*With dredful hert / and glad deuociofi * 

*for to ben / at the resureccion * 

*0f this flour / whafi yt shulde vnclose * 

*A-gayne the sonne / that roos as rede as rose * 112 

*That in the brest was / of the beste that day * 

*That a-genores doghtre / ladde away * 



*And dovne ofl knes / anoofi ryght I me sette * 
^And as I koude / this fressh flour I grette * peaf84kbaok] 

*knelyng alwey / til it vnclosed was * 117 

*Vpon the smal softs / swote gras * 

108tThat was with floures swote / enbrovded al t 

*0f swich suetnesse / and swich odour ouer al * 120 

109tThat for to speke / of* gomme or herbe or tree t 

110 Comparisoil may nooil / y-maked bee 

111 For y t surmou7?teth / pleynly alle odoures 
112tAnd of riche beaute / of floures t 124 
113 For-geten had the erthe / his pore estate 

FAIRFAX- 



if^. og. i. e7, CAMB. 

Of wyntjT that hym nakcJe made & mat 126 

tAnd with hia awerd of cold so sore hadde grcuyd t iftte. w] 
tlfowhadde the tempre sowne al that ^ releuyd ^ 128t [i-Ja.rr.] 
§ADd clothede hym in grene al newe a-geyn 129§ 117 

The sniale foulis of the Beson fayn 130 

+That from the panter & the net bon akapid* 131+ I'^corr.i 
Vp-on the foulere that hem made a-wapid 132 120 
In wyntyr & dietroyed hadde hire brod 133 

In his diflpit hem thoujte it dede hem good 13i 
To synge of hym & in here song despise 135 

The foule cherl that for hia coueytyse 1 36 124 

Hadde hem be-trayed with Ms sophistryo 137 

This was here eong the foiilorc we defye 138 

§Some GODgyn on the brauiichis clcre 139§ 

§0f lone & that loye It waa to here 
+In worschepe & in preyayng of hire make 
-hAnd of the newe blysfal someiys sake 



+That BUJigyn biysaede be seynt volentyn 

hAt his day I chea jow to "be myn 
With oute repeutynge myn herte awete 
And thetwithal here bekya gu/ine mote 

§The honour & the humble obeysaunce 
And after' dedyn othere 

§Eyht on to loue & to natures 

*So eehe of hem to cryaturya 

'This eong to herkenyn I dede al mya enta.^t 

*£for why I mette I wiste what they mont 



140§ 


128 
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145+ 




146+ 


132 


147 




148 




149§ 
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PAR. -TEXT 252 

LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN. FAIRFAX MS. 16. 201 

Off. lines. Fx. Unes. 

114 Of wyntir / that hem naked made and mate 

list And with his swerd of colde / so sore greued t 

llGtNow hath thatempre sonne / aH that releued t 128 

117§That naked was / and clad yt new agayfi § 

118 The smale foules / of the seson fayn 

119tThat of the pantcr / and the nette ben scaped f 

120 Vpoil the fowelei* / that hem made a-whaped 132 

121 In wynter / and distroyed hadde hire broode 

122 In his dispite / hem thoghte yt did hem goode 

123 To synge of hym / and in hir songe dispise 

124 The foule cherle / that for his coveytise 136 

125 Had hem betrayed / with his sophistry e 

126 This was hire songe / the fowelei* we define 
127§And al his crafte / and somme songen clere § 
198§Layes of love / that loye it was to here § 140 
129tln worshipynge / and in preysinge of hir make t 
ISOtAnd for the newe / blisful somers sake t 

* Vpon the braunches / ful of blosmes softe * 

*In hire delyt / they turned hem ful ofte * 144 

131tAnd songen / blessed be seynt valentyne t 

132tFor ofi his day / I chees yow to be myne t 

1 33 With-outeii repentyng / myfi hert swete 

134 and therwith-alle / hire bekes gonnen meete 148 
134§Yeldyng honour / and humble obeysaunces § 
136§To love and diden / hire othere obseruaunces § 
137§That longeth ofi-to love / and to nature § 

*Construeth that as yow lyst / I do no cure * 152 

*And thoo that hadde doofi / vnkyndnesse * 
*As dooth the tydif / for new fangelnesse * [leaf 86] 

*Besoghte mercy / of hir trespassynge * 

♦And humblely / songe hire repentynge * 156 

*And sworen ofi the blosmes / to be trewe * 

*So that hire makes / wolde vpofi hem rewe * 

*And at the laste / maden hire acord * 

*A1 founde they daunger / for a tyme a lord * 160 

*Yet pitee / thurgh his stronge gentil myght* * 

FAIRFAX 
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PAa-TEXT 254 

LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN. FAIRFAX MS, 16. 203 

Gff. line$. Fx. line$. 

*For-gaf / and mad mercy passen ryghf * 

*Tliurgfe Innocence / and ruled curtesye * 

*But I ne clepe yt nat / Innocence folye * 164 

*Ne fals pitee / for vertue is the mene * 

*As etike seitfi in swicfe maner I mene * 

*And thus thise foweles / voide of al malice * 

*Acordeden to love / and laften vice * 168 

*0f hate / and songe alle of oon acorde * 

^Welcome somer / oure gouemour and lorde * 

*And Zepherus / and flora gentilly * 

*Yaf to the floures / softe and tenderly * 172 
*Hire swoote breth / and made hem for to sprede * 

*As god and goddesse / of the floury mede * 

*In whiche me thoght / I myghf day by day * 

*Duellen alwey / the loly monylfi of May * 176 

*With-outefl slepe / with-outen mete or drynke * 

*A-dovne ful softely / I gafi to synke * 

*And lenynge ofi myfi elbowe / and my syde * 

90§The longe day / I shoope me for tabide § 180 

*For nothing ellis / and I shal nat lye * 

92 § but for to loke / vpofi the daysie § 

*That men by reson / wel it calle may * 

*The daiaie or elles the ye / of day * 184 

*The emperice and floure / of floures alle * 

*I pray to god / that faire mote she falle * 

*And alle that loven floures / for hire sake * 

7 1-2 § But natheles ne wene nat / that I make § 188 

73§In prey sing of the flour / agayfl the leef § 

74 No more than of the come / agayn the sheef 

75 For as to me / njB lever noon ne lother 191 

76 I nam with-holdefi yit / witfi never mother Deaf 86, back] 

77 Ne I not who serueifi leef" / ne who the flour 193 
78§Wel browken they / her sendee or labour § 
79tFor this thing is / al of* another tonne t 
80tOf olde storye / er swiche thinge was be-gonne t 196 
93tWhan that the sonne / out of the soutll gafi west t 

FAIRFAX 
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"Tyl at the lasto a luke aong a-lwas * 141 

*I Be quod slie tfhe inj^t; god of lone * 

*Lo jond lie comyth I ae hiee ■wynffs epiede * 

}Tho gan I loke endelong the mode 211§ 

{And saw hjm come & in hie bond a qnene 213§ 146 

tClotHd in ryal abyte al of grene 214+ 

A &ette of goold> ache badde next hyre her SlS[>M<mr.] 

And Tp-ou tliat a whit corone sche ber 216 148 
§With mane' flouiys & I schal nat lye 2175 ^acan-.t 

ffor al the world »yglit as the dayaeye 218 

I-coroimede is with white leujrs lite 219 
tSwiche were the flourys of hire corene white 220t 152 
fffor of o perle fyu & oryental 221+ [ixtftiT] 

Hyie white coroa« was I-makyd al 222 
ffor whiche the white coroun a-toue the grene 223 

Made hire lyk a dayseye for to sene 224 156 

tCoBBiderede ek the fret of gold a-boue 225+ 

I-clothede was thia myhty god of loae 226 

+0f silk I-hrondede ful of grene greaya 227+ 

§A garload on hie hed of rose leuya 228§ 160 

*Stekid al with lylye flourys newe * 

•But of his face I can not eeyn the hewe * 

ffToT eekyrly his face schon so bryhte 232 

*'rhat with the glem a-atonede was the syhte * 164 

5A furlongwey I myhte hym not be-holde 233§ 
Og. *. S7 



PAB.-TEXT 256 

LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN. FAIRFAX MS. 16. 205 

Off. linti. Fx. lines. 

94§ And that this floure gan close / and goon to rest § 
95tFor derknesse of the nyght* / the which she dred t 

96 Home to myn house / ful swiftly I me sped 200 
*To goon to reste / and erly for to ryse * 

106§To seen this flour / sprede as I deuyse § 

97 And in a litel herber / that I have 

98tthat benched was / on turves fressh y-grave t 204 
99 I bad men sholde me / my covche make 

100 For deyntee / of the newe someres sake 

101 I bad hem strawefi floures / on my bed 

102 Whan I was leyde / and had myn eyefl bed 208 
103tl fel on slepe / in with an houre or twoo t 
104tMe mette how I lay / in the medewe thoo t 
144§And from a fer / come walkyng in the mede § 
106§To seen this flour / that I love so and drede § 212 
145§The god of love / and in his hande a queue § 
146tAnd she was clad / in real habite grene t 

147 A fret of gold she had / next her heer 

148 And vpofi that / a white corwne she beer 516 
1 49 § With flourouns smale / and I shal nat lye § 

150 for al the worlde / ryghf as a daysye 

151 Y-corovned ys / with white leves lyte 

152tSo were the flowrouns / of hire corovne wMte t 220 
153tFor of perle / fyne oriental t 

154 Hire white corovne / was I-maked al 

155 For which the white corovne / above the grene 

156 Made hire lyke / a daysie for to sene 224 
157tConsidered eke / hir fret of golde above t 
158 Y-clothed was / this myghty god of love 

159tln silke enbrouded / fill of grene greves + 

160§In with a fret /of* rede rose leves § 228 

*The fresshest syfl the worlde / was first bygonne * pf sfl 
*His gilte here / was corowned with a sonne * 
*I-8tede of golde / for heuynesse and wyght * 
163§Therwitll me thoght* / his face shoon so bryght § 232 
165§That wel vnnethes / myght I him beholde § 

FAIRFAX 
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Fx. U. Off.U. 

§But at thfi laste in hande I saw hjm holde 234f 

Tho fery dartis as the ^gleedjs xede 235 i^iedorr.} 

tAnd aangdlych hjse wengis gan he sprede 236t 168 

And al be that men seyn that blynd is he 237 

tAlgate me thoi^^te he my^te wel I^se 238t 

fEbr stemely on me he gan beholde 239 

So that his lokynge both mjn herte colde 240 172 

tAnd be the bond he held the noble quene 241t 

Gorouned wi1& whit Ss clothede al in grene 242 

So womanly so benygne & so meke 243 
That in iiiis world thow that men wolde seke 244 17G 

Half hire bente / sehulde men nat fynde 245 

tin on ^ ciyatoie Uiat fonnede is .be kynde 246 1 [* on eorr.j 



§Hiie name was ' Alceste the thebonoyre 276$ ? a «»rrj 

tl pieye to god that eu^re falle ache fayre 277t 180 

ffor ne hadde confort been / of hiie presense 278 

I hadde be ded / with outyn ony defence 279 

ffor dred of louys / wordya & his chore 280 

' As whan tyme is / here aftyr je schal here 281 184 

tIF By-hynde this god / of lone vp on this grene *282t 

I saw comywge of ladyis nynetene 283 

In ryal abyte a ful esy pas 284 

And aftyr hem come of wemen swich a tras 285 188 

+That syn that god adam made of erthe 286t 

§The thredde part of wemen ne the ferthe 287§ 

Ne wende I not by possibilite 288 [«r447,6*j 

tHaddyn euere in this world I-be 289t 192 

And trewe of loue these wemen were echon 290 

Now whether was that a wondyr thyng or non 221 

That ryht anon as that they guwne espye 292 

This flour whiche that I clepe the dayseye 293 196 

ffiil sodeynly they stywtyn alle atonys 294 

And knelede a-donn as it were for the nonys 295 

* And aftyr that they wentyn in cumpas * 

*Daur^ynge aboute this flour an esy pas * 200 

*And songyn as it were in carolewyse * 

Gg. 4. 27 



FAB.-TEXT 258 

L£OEND OF GOOD WOMEN. FAIRFAX MS, 10. 207 

&ff. line*' Fx. linet. 

166 And in his hande me thog&t / I saugh him holde 

167 Twoo firy daxtes / as the gledes rede 

168tAnd aungelyke / hys wynges saugh I sprede t 23G 
169 And al he that men seyn / that hlynd ys he 
170tAl-gate me thoght / that he my^f se t 

171 For stemely on me / he gan byholde 

172 So that his loking // dooth myfi hert colde 240 
173tAnd by the hande he helde / this noble quene t 

174 Corowned with white / and clothed al in grene 

175 So womanly so benig72e / and so meke 

176 That in this world / thogh that men [wolde seke] 244 

177 [Half of hire beaute / shulde men] nat fynde 
178tln creature / that formed ys by kynde t 
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2 (if) PAR. -TEXT 

208 LuaBNo OF oooD WOMEN. MS. ag. *. 87, camb. 
*TliiB balade whiclie that I Bchal jow deayse * 



[Balade. 1) 

Hyd abaalon tliy«ne gUte ttessia cleie 259 203 

Ester ley tiiow thjn inekneaae al a-donn 280 

Hyde lonatbas al thyn feendely manere 251 205 

Penolope & Marcia catoun 252 

Mak of joure wyf liod no eomparisoim 253 

Hyde )e ^oure beuteis Ysotide & Eleue 254 

§Alceste is here that al that may deatene 255$ 209 

(2) 

Thyn &yie IxNly lat it nat arpeere^ [>iiid<<wrrj 266 210 

Laueyne / & tltow Lucresae of lome toim 257 

And Follexene that boujte lone bo deie 258 

Ek Cleopatra with al thyn passionn 259 213 

Hide je jonie tioath in lone & joure lonann 260 
And thov^tyaba/ that hast for loue avich peyna [■t«»t.] 

§Alceate is here that al that may desteyne 262§ 215 

(3) 

Herro. Dido. Laodomya alle in feie 263 217 

£k Fhillis hangynge for thyn demoplionn 264 

And Canace espied be thyn chere 265 

Ysiphile bytrayed with lasoun 266 220 
tMak of }oiire tiouthe in loue no bost ne aoiin 267't 

§Nor ypermyHtre or Adriane ne pleyue 268§ 

§Alceste ia here that al that may disteyne 269§ 223 

§Whan that this balade al I-eongyn was 270§ cnTMs] 



PAR.-T£XT 260 

LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN. FAIRFAX MS. 16. 209 

Off. Unn, Fx. linst, 

*And therfore may I seyfl / as thynketh me * 
*This songe in preysyng / of this lady fre * 248 

(So7ige, or Balade, 1) 

203 [Hyde / Absolon / thy gilte tresses clere (see I, 539)] 

204 IF Ester / ley thou thy mekenesse / al a-downe 

205 Hyde lonathas / al thy frendly manere 

206 Penalopee / and Marcia / Catoun 252 

207 Make of youre wif hode / no comparysoufl 

208 Hyde ye youre heautes / Ysoude and Elyene 
209§My lady comith / that al this may disteyne § 255 

(2) 

210 IF Thy faire body / lat yt nat appere 

211 Layyne / and thou lucresse of Eome tovne 

212 And polixene / that boghten loue so dere 

213 And cleopatre / with al thy passyofi 259 

214 Hyde ye your trouthe of love and jour renoun 

215 And thou Tesbe / that hast of love suche peyne 
216§My lady comith that al this may disteyne § 262 

(3) [In the MS, leaf 86, back, this Stanza follows I. 277] 

217 IF Herro / Dido / laudomia alle y-fere 263 

218 And Phillis hangyng for thy Demophofi 

219 And Canace / espied by thy chore 

220 Ysiphile / betraysed with lason 266 
221tMaketh of your trouthe / neythir boost ne sovne t 
222§Nor ypermystre / or Adriane ye tweyne § 
223§My lady cometh / that al this may dysteyne § 269 

224§This balade may ful wel y-songen be 
♦As I have seyde / erst by my lady free 
♦For certeynly al thise mo we nat suffise 272 

♦To apperefl wyth my lady / in no wyse [leaf 86, back] 
♦For as the sonne / wole the fire disteyne 
♦So passel^ al / my lady souereyne 

FAIRFAX 
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Wx. ft. Qo. li. 

*Vp-on the softe & sote grene gras * 225 

They settyn hem ful softely adoun 301 

§By ordere alle in campas / alle in veroun 300§ 
tffyrst sat the god of loue & thawne this queene^ t p necorr.] 

With the white corone clad in grene 303 229 

And sithyn al the remenant hy & by 304 

tAs they were of degre ful curteysly 305t 

tNe nat a word was spokyn in that place 306t 232; 

tThe mouwtenauwce of a furlongwey of ^ space 307t P of «orr.] 

§1 IjBnynge faste by vndyr a bente 308§ 

Abod to knowe what this peple mente 309 

As stille as ony ston til at the laste 310 236 

tThe god of loue on me his eye caste 31 It 

Gg. 4. 27 



PAR. -TEXT 262 

LEGEND OP GOOD WOMEN. FAIRFAX MS, 16. 211 

Gff. UfM9. Fx. linei. 

179§Tliat ys so good / so faire / so debonayre § 276 

180tl prey to god / tliat euer falle hire faire t 

181 For nadde comfort/ ben of hire presence 

182 I hadde ben dede / withouten any defence 

183 For drede of* loves wordes / and his chere 280 

184 As when tyme ys / her-after ye shal here 
185tBe-hynde this god of love / vpon the grene t 

186 I saugh comyng / of ladyes Nientene 

187 In real habite / a f ul esy paas 284 

188 And after hem coome of wymefi / swich a traas 
189tThat syfi that god / Adam hadde made of erthe t 
190§The thiidde part of mankynde / or the ferthe § 

191 Ne wende I not / by possibiUtee 288 

192tHad euer in this wide / worlde y-bee t 

193 And trewe of love / thise womefi were echofi nota 

194 Now wheither was that / a. wonder thing or noii 

195 That ryg&t anooiL / as that they gonne espye 292 

196 thys flour / whic^ that I clepe the daysie 

197 Ful sodeynly / they styten al attones 

198 And knelede dovne / as it were for the nones 

♦And songen with vois / heel and honour * 296 

♦The trouthe of womanhede / and to this flour * 

♦that bereth our alder pris / in figurynge * 

♦Hire white corowne / beryth the witnessynge ♦ 

227§And with that word / a-compas enviroufi § 300 

228 They setten hem / ful softly a-doufi 

228tFir8t saf the god of love / and syth his queue t [ie»f 873 

229 With the white corowne / clad in grene 

230 And sithen al the remenaunt / by and by 304 

231 tAs they were of estaat / ful curteysly t 
232tNe nat a worde was spokefi / in the place t 
233tThe mountaunce / of a furlong wey of space t 
234§I knelyng by this floure / in good entente § 308 

235 A-boode to knowen / what this peple mente 

236 As stille as any stofi / til at the last 
237tThis god of love on me / hyse eighefl caste t 
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+Afld aeyde ho reatith there & I anawerde 312+ 

+7a to his axsynge whan that I hjm herde 313t 
tAud seyde sere It am I & cam hym ner 314t 210 

Ajid Eulewede hym. quod he what doet thow her 
§Itt myii presence & that ao boldely S16§ 

tffor it were bettece worthi trewely 317+ 

§A werm to como in my» syht than thow 318§ 221 

And why sere t[f*od I and it lyke jow 319 

ffur thow c[uod he art tberto no thyug able 320 
"Myne BsnianntiB ben alle wysa & honourable * 
§Thow ait myB mortal fo & me waireyest 322§ 218 
And of mynUB olde aemauntiB thow myeseyst 323 
And hynderyst hem with thyn tranalacyonn 321 
+And lettist folk to han denocyonn 325+ 

To aeruyn me & haldiat it folya 326 252 

§To troste on me thow mayat it nat denye 327$ 
+ff"(w LD pleyn tixt it nedyth nat to gloee 328+ 

Thow hast tianslatid the romauna of the toss 329 
That ie an ereeye a-geyna myn lawa 330 2j>6 

And makyat wise folk &o me withdrawe 331 

•And thyntist in thyn wit that is ful cole^ ■ [.'etorr.i 

•That he nys hut a verray propi'e fole • 

•That louyth paramouris to harde & hote * 260 

•Wei wot I ther by / thow begynnyet dot« • 
•As olde folia whan here apiyt faylyth • cv"a,ft*J 

•Thanne blame they folk & wete nat what hem ealyth * 
•Hast thow nat mad in englys ek the bok • 261 

§How that Criaseyde Troylia forsok 332§ 

§In achewynge how that "wemen han don mis' 333§ 
•Bit nathelea answere me now to thia * 

•Why noldiat thow aa wel a seyd goodnes • 268 

•Of wemen as thow hast seyd weksdenes * 

•Was there no good matyr in thy« mynde • 

•Ne in alle thyne bokya ne condist thow nat fynde • 
•Sumatory of wemen that were goode&trewe' • i^irtweeorr.-j 
•Jia god wot .Ix. boJtys olde & newe Ikisscfx.] • 273 
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238tAnd seyde / who kneletfe there / and I answerde t 312. 
239tynto his askynge / whan that I it herde t 

2 40 1 And seyde it am I / and come him nere t 

241 And sal wed him / quod he what dostow here 
242§So nygh myn ovne floure / so boldely § 316 

243tYt were better worthy / trewly t 

244§A worme / to neghen ner my flour / than thow § 

245 And why sire / quod I / and yt lyke yow 

246 For thow quod he / art ther-to no-thing able 320 
*Yt is my relyke / digne and delytable * 

248§And thow my foo / and al my folke werreyest § 

249 And of myn olde servauntes / thow mysseyest 

250 And hynderest hem / with thy translacion 324 
25 It And lettest folke / from hire deuocion 

252 To serve [me / and boldest it folye 

253§To serve] love / thou maist yt nat denye § 

254tror in pleyne text / with-outen nede of glose t 328 

255 Thou hast [translated] the Eomaunce / of the rose 

256 That is an heresye / ayeins my laws 

257 And makest wise folke /borne / with-drawe 331 



2 65§ And of Creseyde / thou hast seyde as the lyste § 332 
266§That maketfil men / to wommen lasse triste § 
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34$ 288 



*Haat thow thyn self alle f ul of stor jis grete 
^That bothe lomaynys & ek grekis trete 
♦Of sundeiy wemen whiche lyf that they ledde ♦ 276 
♦And eo^re an handerede goode a-gejn on badde 
♦This knowith god & alle clerkis ek 
♦That Tsyn sweche materis for to sek 
♦What seith Valerye Titus or Claudyan ♦ 280 

♦What seith lerome agayns louynyan 
♦How clene maydenys^ & how trewe wyuys ♦ P ■ ^^-'l 
♦How stedefaste wedewys duiynge alle here lynya 
♦Tellyth* lerome & that nat of a fewe P h •»«•.] ♦ 234 
♦But I dar seyn an hunderede on a re we 
♦That it is pete for to rede & routhe 
♦The wo that they endure for here trouthQ 
§^£for to hyre loue were they so trewe 
♦That rathere than they wole take a newe' 
♦They chose to be ded in sundeiy wyse 
♦And deiedyn as the story wele deuyse 
♦And some were brend & some were cut the hals ♦ 293 
♦And some dreynkt for thy woldyn not be fals 
♦fibr alle kepid* they here maydywhed * [♦pid corr.] 

♦Or ell/« wedlek or here wedewehed 
♦And this thing was nat kept for holynesse * 296 

♦But al for verray vertu & clewnesse * 

♦And for men schulde sette on hem no lak 
♦And ^it they were hethene al the pak 
♦That were so sore a-diad of alle schame [;*<%/■ 440] ♦ 300 
♦These olde wetnen kepte so here name * 

♦That in this world I trowe men sehal nat fynde * 
♦A man that^ coude be so trowe & kynde ^'ISgT* * P**^*^-^ 
♦As was the leste woman in that tyde * 304 

♦What seyth also the epistelle of Ouyde * 

♦Of trewe wyuys & of here labour * 

♦What Vincent in his estoryal myrowr * 

♦Ek al te world of autourys mayst tow here * 308 
♦Cristene & hethene trete of swich matere * 
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288 ^ that beil as trewe / as euer was any steel § 334 
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♦It nedyth nat al day thus for to endite * 

♦But jit I seye what eylyth the to wryte ♦ 

♦The draf of story is & forgete^ the com p gete eorr.2 ♦ 312 
§Be seynt Yenus of whom that I was bom 338§ 
tAl-thow thow reneyist hast myn lay 336t 

§As othere olde folys manye a day 337 315 



§Thow schalt repente it so that it schal be sene 340§ 
§Thanne spak Alceste the worthyerequeene^ 341§ P liwie owrj 
And seyde god ryjt of joMre curteysye 342 

3e motyn herkenyn If he can replye 343 

tA-geyns these poyntysthat je hanto hym ^mevid^t c«-»<»rr.] 
A god ne schulde not thus been a-greuyd 345 321 
§But of his dede / he schal be stable^ 346 

§And therto ryjtful & ek mercyable 347§ 

*He schal nat ryghtftdly his yre wreke * 324 

*0r he haue herd the tothyr partye speke * 

*A1 ne is nat gospel that is to jow pleynyd * 
*The god of love hereth manye a tale I-feynyd * 
fifor in joure court is manye a losenger 352 328 

And manye aqueynte totulowr acusour 353 

§That tabow/ryn in joure eres / manye a thyng 354§ 
§ffor hate or for lelous ymagyny7?g 35 5 § 

§And for to han with jou auin dalyauwce 356§ 332 

§Enuye I prere to god jeue hire myschauwce 35 8§ 
§Is lauender In the grete court alway 358§ 

ffor che ne party th neythir nygh ne day 359 

Out of the hous of Cesar thus seyth dante 360 336 
§Who-so that goth alwey sche mote wante 36 1§ 
tThis man to jow may wrongly ben acused 350t ^t^S* 

There as be ryght hym oughte ben excusid 351 
§0r eUis sere for that this man is nyce 362§ 340 

§He may translate a thyng in no malyce 36 3§ 

§But for he vsyth bokis for to make 364§ 

§And takyth non hed of what matere he take 3G5§ 
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*0f thyn answere / avise the rygfet weel 335 

314tror thogfe thou reneyed / hast my lay t 
315§As other wrecches han dooii / many a day 337 

313§By seynt Venus / that my moder ys § "ota. 

316§If that thou lyve / thou shalt repenten this § 

316§So cruelly / that it shal wele be sene § 340 

317§Thoo spake this lady / clothed al in grene § 

318 And seyde / god ryght of youre curtesye Deaf 87, back] 

319 Ye moten herken / yf he can reply e 
320tAgayns al this / that ye haue to him meved t 344 
321 A god / ne sholde nat be thus agreued 

322§But of hys deitee / he shal be stable § 

323§And therto gracious / and merciable § 

*And yf ye nere a god / that knowen aUe * 348 

*Thanne myght* yt be / as I yow tellen shalle * 

337tThis mane to yow / may falsly ben accused t 
338 That as by right* / him oughte ben excused 

328 For in youre courte / ys many a losengeour 352 

329 And many aqueynt totelere / accusour 
330§That tabouren in youre eres / many a swon § 
331§Ryght* aftir hire / ymagynacion § 
332§To have youre daliance / and for envie § 356 

*Thise ben the causes / an(J I shal not lye * 

333-4§Envie ys lauendere / of the Court alway § 

335 For she ne parteth / neither nyght ne day 

336 Out of the house of Cesar / thus seith dante 360 
337§Who so that gooth / algate she wol nat wante § 



340§And eke perauntere / for this man ys nyce § 

341§He myght dooii yt / gessyng no malice § 

342§For he vseth thynges / for to make § 364 

343§Hym rekketh noght* / of what matere he take § 
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♦Therfore he wrot the rose & ek ^ Crissey de [' i eorr.-\ * 
*0f innocence & nyste what he seyde 
Or hym was bodyn make thilke tweye 
Of sum persone & durste it not with-seye 
♦ffor he hath wrete manye a bok er this 
He ne hath not don so greuosly a-mys 
To translate that olde clerkis wryte 
f As thow that he of maleys wolde endyte 
f Despit of loue & hadde hym self I-wrouht 
This schulde a ryghtwys lord han in his thoujt 373 

And not ben lyk tyrauntis of lumbardye 374 

§ That vsyn wilfulhed & tyranny e 375 § 

ffor he that kyng or lord is naturel 376 356 
f Hym oughte nat be tyraunt & crewel 377t C^«<ir*«, baek.HM ao] 

As is a f ermoi^r to don the harm he can 378 [iea/4&o, um \v\ 

He must thynke it is his lige man 379 
♦And that hym owith o verry duetee * 360 

♦Schewyn his peple pleyn benygnete * 

♦And wel to heryn here excusacyouus * 

♦And here compleyntys' & petyciouns * [«icorr.] 

♦In due we tyme whaw they schal it profre * 364 

This is the sentens of the philysophre 381 

A kyng to kepe hise lygis in iustise 382 

Which oughtyw doute that is his oflfise 383 
•And therto is a kyng ful depe I-sworn * 368 

♦fful manye an hunderede wywtyr here be-fom ♦ 

f And for to kepe his lordys hir degre 38 4f 

As it is ryght and skylful that they be 385 

f Enhaunsede and / honoured most dere 386f 372 

fifor they ben half goddys in this world here 387 

f This schal he don bothe to pore ryche 388+ 

Al be that here stat be nat a-lyche 389 

And han of pore folk compassioun 390 376 

ffor lo the gentyl kynde of the lyoun 391 

ffor whan a flye offendyth hym or bytith 392 [//45o,6Ar] 

He with his tayl awey the flye smytyth 393 
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346 Of him was boden / maken thilke tweye 366 

347 Of som?we persone / and durste yt nat with-seye 

*0r him repenteth / outrely of this * 368 

349 He ne hath nat doon / so grevously amys 

350 To translaten / that olde clerkes writefi 

35 If And thogh that he / of malice wolde enditeii f 

35 2f Despite of love / and had him-selfe yt wroght* f 372 

353 This shoolde a ryghtwis lord / haue in his thoght* 

354 And nat be lyke tirauntez / of lumbardye 

355 § That han no reward / but at tyranny e § 

356 For he that kynge / oi* lord ys in naturel 376 
357tHym oght nat be / tiraunt ne crewel f 

358 As is a fennour / to doofi the harme he kaii 

359 He moste thinks / yt is his leege man peaf ssi 379 



♦And is his tresour / and his gold in cofre * 380 

365 This is the sentence of the Philosophre 

366 A kyng / to kepe hise leeges in Justice 

367 Withouteii doute / that is his office 



370f Al wol he kepe hise lordes / hire degree f ^^^ 

371 As it ys ryght / and skilful that they bee 
372tEnhaunced and honoured / and most dere f 

373 For they befi half goddys / in this world here 
374fYit mote he doofi / bothe ryght* to poore and ryche f 

375 Al be that hire estaat / be nat y-liche 389 

376 And hafl of poore folke / compassyofi 

377 For loo / the gentil kynde of the lyofl 

378 For wnafl a flye / offendith him or bitetH 302 

379 He with his tayle / awey the fle smyteth 
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Al esyly for of his genterye 394 380 

S.jm deynyth nat to wreke hym on a fiye 395 
As doth a corre or ellis a-nothir beste 396 382 

In noble corage oughte ben areste 397 

f And weyen eueryth by equite 398f 384 

f And euere han reward to his owen degre 399f 

ffor sire it is no maystrye for a lord 400 

To dampne a man with-oute answere or word 401 
f And for a lord that is wol foul to vse 402t 388 

f And If so be he may hym nat ascuse 403f 

f Axith mercy with a sorweful herte 404f 

And proferyth hym ryght in his bare scherte 405 
To been rygh at 30ure owene lugement 406 392 

Than ought a god by schort avisement 407 [ieQfi6o,baae,i.i«] 
Considere his owene honour & his trespace iiet^4M,baek,i.ii} 
ffor sythe no cause of deth lyth in this cace 409 
3ow oughte to ben the lyghtere merciable 410 396 
Letith joure yre & beth sumwhat tretable 41 1 
The man hath seruyd }ow of his ^konnyg 412 t'ko corr.] 
■fiind fortheryd ^oure laws with his makyng 41 Sf 
♦Whil he was jong he kepte joure estat * 400 

*I not where he be now a renagat* * P ia»t a anr.^ 

§But wel I wot with that he can endyte 41 4 § 

fHe hath makid lewede folk to delyte 415f 

To seruyn 30W in preysywge of 30ure name 416 404 
He made the bok that highte the hous of fame 417 
And ek the deth of Blauwche the duchesse 418 
And the parlement of foulis as I gesse 419 

And al the loue of Palamon & Arcite 420 408 

Of thebes thow the storye is knowe lite 421 

And manye an ympne for thowr halydayis 422 
That hightyw baladis rouwdelys & vyrelayes 423 
f And for to speke of othyr besynesse iie<tfib02 4241 413 

He hath in prose translatid Boece 425 

♦And of the wrechede engendrywge of mawkynde * 
*As man may in pope innocent I-fynde * 
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380 Al esely / for of hys gentrye 

381 Hym deynetfe not / to wreke hym on a flye 

382 As dooth a curre / or elles another best 396 

383 In noble corage / ought ben arest 

384f And weyen eue/y thing / by equytee + 

385f And euer haue rewarde / vnto his owen degree f 

386 For syr yt is no maistrye / for a lorde 400 

387 To dampne a man / without answere of worde 
388tAnd for a lorde / that is ful foule to vse f 
389f And it so be / he may hym nat excuse f 
390tBut asketh mercy / with a dredeful herte f ^^^ 

391 And profereth him ryghf / in his bare sherte 

392 To ben ryghf / at your owen lugement 

393 Than oght a god / by short avysement 

394 Consydre his owne honour / and hys trespas 408 

395 For syth no cause of dethe / lyeth in this caas 

396 Yow oghte to ben / the lyghtor merciable 

397 leteth youre Ire / and betfi sumwhat tretable 

398 The man hath served yow / of his kunwyng 412 
399f And furthred wel youre lawe / in his makyng f 



402 §A1 be hit / that he \aji nat wel endite § Deaf 88, back] 
403f Yet hath he made / lewde folke delyte f 

404 To serve yow / in preysinge of your name nota, 

405 He made the book / that highf the hous of Fame 417 

406 And eke the deeth / of Blaunche the Duchesse 

407 And the parlement of foules / as I gesse 

408 And al the love / of Palamofi and Arcite 420 

409 Of Thebes / thogh the storye ys knowefi lyte 

410 And many an ympne / for your halydayes 

411 That highten balades / roundels / virelayee 

412f And for to speke / of other holynesse f 424 

413 He hath in proce / translated Boece 
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And made, the lyf also of seynt Cecile 426 416 

He made also gon is a^et while 4'? 7 

Oi^genes vp^:i the maudeleyne 428 418 

Hym ouu3te now to haue the lesse peyne 429 

He hath mad manye a lay & manye a thyng 430 420 
!N'ow as }e ben a god & ek a kyng 431 

I joure alceste whilom quene of trace 432 

I axe 30W this man rygh of 3oure graoe 433 

That je hyw neu^e hurte in al his lyue 434 424 

tAnd he schal swere to jow & that as blyue 435t 
tHe schal no mote agiltyn in this wyse 436t 

But he schal makyn as 36 wele deuyse * 437 

Of women trewe in louynge al here lyue 438 > 428 

Wher so 3e wele of maydyn or of wyue 439 iuafiM, 1. w} 
Alid fortheryn 30W as meche as he mysseyde c/M/460^ft<r,/.i7] 
Or in the rose or ellis in crisseyde 441 

tThe god of loue answerede hire thus a-non 442 1 432 
Madame quod he it is so longe a-gon 443 

That I 30W knew so charytable & trewe 444 

That neuere 3it sithe that the world was news 445 
tTo me ne fond I neuere non betere than the 446t 436 
tThat If that I wele saue myn degre 447t 

I may ne wel not wame 3oure requeste 448 

tAl lyth in 30W doth with hym what 30W leste 449t 
tAnd al for-3eue with oute lengere space 450t 440 

fifor who so 3euyth a 3ifte or doth a grace 451 

Do it be tyme his thank is wel te more 452 

And demyth 3e what he shal' don therfore 453 [' shai corr.] 
Go thawke now myw lady here quod he 454 444 

I ros and douw I sette me on myn kne 455 

And seyde thus mg-dame the god a-boue 456 

ffor-3elde 30W that 30 the god of loue 457 

Han makyd me his wrethe to foi^eue 458 448 

And 3eue me grace so longe for to leue 459 

That I may knowe sothly what 36 be 460 

tThat han me holpyw & put me in swich degre 46 It 
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416 And maade the lyfe also / of seynt Cecile 

417 He made also / goofi ys a grete while 

418 Origenes / vpon the Maudeleyne 428 

419 Hym oughte now / to have the lesse peyne 

420 He hath maade many a lay / and many a thinge 

421 Now as ye be a god / and eke a kynge 

422 I yonr Alceste / whilom quene of Trace note 432 

423 Y aske yow this mail / ryght of your grace 

424 That ye him never hurte / in al his lyve 

425 1 And he shal sweren to yow / and that blyve t 
426tHe shal neuer more / agilten in this wyse t 436 

427 But [he] shal makefi / as ye wol deiiyse 
4 28 Of woTnmefl trewe / in lovyng al hire lyfe 

429 Wher so ye wol / of may den or of wyfe 

430 And forthrefl yow / as muche as he mysseyde 440 

431 Oi* in the Rose / or elles in Creseyde 
432tThe god of love / answerede hire anoofl t 

433 Madame quod he / it is so long agooS 

434 That I yow knewe / so charitable and trewe 444 

435 That neuer yit / syn that the worlde was newe 
436tTo me / ne founde y better noon thai5 yee t 
437tlf that ye wolde / save my degree t 
438 I may ne wol nat / weme your requeste 448 
439tAl lyeth in yow / dootfi wyth hym / as yow liste t 
440tl al foryeve / withoutefi lenger space t 

441 For who so yeveth a yifte / or dooth a grace o«^9g} 

442 Do it by tyme / his thank ys wel the more 452 

443 And demeth ye / what he shal doo therfore 

444 Goo thanke now my lady / here quod he 

445 I roos / and dovne I sette me / on my knee 

446 And seyde thus / madame the god a-bove 456 

447 For-yelde yow / that [ye] thee god of love 

448 Han maked me / his wrathe to foryive 

449 And [gyve me] grace so long / for to lyve. 

450 That I may knowe / soothly what ye bee 460 
451tThat han me holpe / and put me in this degree t 
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But trewely I wende as in this cas c/«*r46i] 462 452 
j^aught haue a-gilt ne don to loue trespas 463 
ffor why a trewe man with oute drede 464 454 

Hath nat to parte with a theuys dede 465 

fNe a trewe louere may^ me nat blame tj^*^ 466t 
Thaw that I speke a fals^ louere sum schame 467 P fi»iB eorr-1 
They aughte rathere with me for to holde 468 458 
ffor that I of Criseyde wrot or tolde 469 

Or of the rose what so myn an3tour mente* 470 pt oorr.j 
Algate god wOt it was myn entente 471 461 

To forthere tronthe in loue & it cheryse 472 

And to be war from falsenesse & from vice 473 
By swich ensaumple this was myn menynge 474 464 
And sche answerde lat be thyn arguynge 475 

;fiBolf loue ne wele nat countyrpletyd be 476 

tin ryght ne wrong & leme this at me 477t 

Thow hast thyw grace & * holde the ryght therto* c*--*oorr.j 
Now wole I seyn what penaunce thow schat do 479 469 
ffor thyn trespace & vndyrstonde it here 480 

Thow schalt whil thow leuyst jer be ^ere 481 

tThe moste partye of thyn lyf spende 48 2 1 472 

In makynge of a glory ous legende 483 

Of goode wemen maydenys & wyues 484 

tXhat were trewe' in leuyiige al here lyuys 485t L'^vreeorr,^ 
And telle of false men that hem betray en 486 476 
That al here lyf ne don nat but asayen 487 

How manye wemen / they may don a schame 488 
ffor in 30ure world that is now holdyn game 489 

tAnd thow the lestyth nat a louere be 490t 480 

Spek wel of loue this penaunce jeue I the 491 
And to the god of loue I schal so preye 492 

That he schal charge hise seruauwtys by ony weye 493 
To fortheryn the & wel thy/i labour quite 494 484 

tGo now thyn wey thyw penaunce is but lyte 495t 
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452 But trewly I wende / as in this cas 

453 Naught* have agilt / ne doon to love trespas 

454 For why a trewe man / withouten drede 4G4 

455 Hath nat to parten / with a theves dede 
456tN'e a trewe louer / oght me not to hlame t 

457 Thogh that I spake / a fals lovere som shame 

458 They oghte rather with me / for to holde 468 

459 For that I of Creseyde / wroot or tolde 

460 Or of the Rose / what so myn Auctour mente 

461 Algate god woot / yt was myil entente 

462 To forthrefl trouthe in love / and yt cheryce 472 

463 And to ben war fro falsnesse / and firo vice 

464 By swiche ensample / this was my menynge 

465 And she answerde / lat be thyfi Arguynge 

466 For love ne wol nat / countrepleted be 476 
46 7 tin ryghf ne wrong / and leme that of me t 

468 Thow hast thy grace / and holde the ryghf therto 

469 Now wol I geyil / what penance thou shalt do 

470 For thy trespas / vnderstonde yt here 480 

471 Thow shalt while that thou lyvest / yere by yere 
472tThe most partye / of thy tyme spende t 

473 In makyng / of A glorious legende 

474 Of good wymmefl / may denes and wyves 484 
475tThat werefi trew in lovyng / al hire lyves t 

476 And telle of fals mefi / that hem bytraiefl 

477 [That al hir lyfe ne do nat but assay en] 

478 How many womefi / that may doon ashame [ieaf89,back] 

479 For in youre worlde / that is now holde a game 489 
480tAnd thogh the lyke nat / a lovere bee t 

481 Speke wel of love / this penance yive I the 

482 And to the god of love / I shal so preye 492 

483 that he shal charge / his servantez by any weye 

484 To forthren thee / and wel thy labour quyte 
485tGoo now thy weye / this penaunce ys but lyte t 

♦And whafl this book ys maade / yive it the quene * 
*0n my byhalfe / at Eltham or at Sheene ♦ 497 
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The god of loue gan smyle & tha/me he seyde 498 

Wostow quod he wher this be wif or mayde 499 

Or queen or cuntesse or of what degre 500 488 

That hath so lytil penaunce jeuyn the 501 

That hast deseruyd sorere for to smerte 602i^m,hk'} 

But pete rennyth sone in gentil herte 503 

That mayst thow sen sche kytheth what sche is 504 492 

And I answerde nay sere so haue I blys 

No more but that I se wel sche is good 

That is a trewe tale by myn hod 

Qod loue & that thow knowist wel parde 

^if it be so that thow a-vise the 

Hast thow nat in a bok lyth in thyn cheste 

The grete goodnesse of the queene Alceste 

That tumede was in to a dayesye 

Sche that for hire husbonde ches to deye 

And ek to gon to helle rathere than he 

And IJrcules rescued hire parde 

« 

And broughte hyre out of heUe a-geyn to blys 516 

And I answerde a-^en & seyde jis 

Now knowe I hire & is this goode alceste 

The dayes eye & myn owene herte is reste 

Now fele I wel the goodnesse of this wif 
f That bothe aftyr hire deth & ek hire lyf 

Hire grete bouwte doubelyth hive renoim 

Wel hath sche quit me myn afFecciou7i 

That I haue to hire flour the dayesye 

No wondyr is / thow loue hire stellesye 

As tellyth Agaton for hyre goodnesse 

Hire white coroun beryth of it witiiesse 
tfFor al-so manye vertuys hath sche 

As smale flourys in hyre coroun be 

Of remembrauns of hire & in honow?' 

Cibella made the dayesye & the flour 

I-Coroned al with whit as men ma se 

And Mars^ ^af to hire corone red parde 
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486 The god of love gan smyle / and thaa he eayde 

487 Wostow quod he / wher this be wyf or mayde 

468 Or queeae or Countesse / or of what degte 600 

489 That hatfi eo lytel penance / yivefl thee 

490 That hast dewnied [sorere for to amerte 

491 But pite reimeth] soone in gentil hoite 

492 That maiBtow seen / she kythetii what she ye 504 

493 And I answered nay sire / so have I blys 

494 Na moore hut that I see wel / she is good 

495 That is a trewe tale / by myn hood 

496 Quod love / and thou knowest wel pardee BOS 

497 If yt be so / that thou aviee the 

498 Hastow nat in a hook / 1yt& in thy cheste 

499 The gret goodneese / of the quene Alceste 

500 That turned was / in-to a dayaye 612 

501 She that for hire houabonde / chees to dye 

502 And eke to gooil to helle / rather ihm he 

503 And erculea / reacowed hire parde 

601 And broghf hir out of helle / agayne to blys 616 

505 And I answerd ageyiS / and aayde yie 

506 Now knowe I hire / and ia thia good Alcesto 

507 The daysie / and myfi owene hertes reate 

508 Now fele I weel / the goodneaae of thia wyf 620 
509tThat botB aftir hir deUl / and in hir lyP t 

510 Hir grete bounte / doubletE hire renoH 

51 1 Wel hath she quyt me / myfl affeccioQ 

512 That I have to hire floni / the daysye 624 

513 No wondei* ys / thogll loue hire stellyfye 

614 As telletb ^toQ / for hire goodenesae cih^m] 

615 Hire white corowne / berith of hyt witnesae 
516tFor also many vertuea / hadde shee t 628 
617 As amale florouna / in hire corowne bee 

5 1 8 In remembraance of hire / and in lumonie 

519 Cibellft maade the daysye / and the floure ^'''j!^"' 

620 Y-crowned al witS wliite / aa men may aee 632 

621 And Mars yaf to hire coriDwue / rei'de pai'dse 
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In stede of rubeis set a-mong the white 534 

Therwith this queene wex red for schame a lyte 535 
Whan sche was preysid so in hire presence 536 524 
Thanne seyde loue a ful gret neglyge/ice 537 

§Was it to the / to write onstedefast-nesse 538 
•Of women sithe thow knowist here goodnesse • 
♦By pref & ek by storyis here by-fom iieaf^t] • 528 
•Let be the chaf & writ wel of the com * 

•Why noldist thow han writyn of alceste * 

•And latyn Criseide ben arslepe & rest • 

♦ffor of alceste schulde thyn wryty^ige be • 532 

§Syn that thow wist that calandier Is^ she 542§ 

p Is oorr.2 

§0f goodnesse for sche taughte of fyn louyT^ge 544$ 

And namely of wifhod the lyuynge 545 

And alle the boundys that sche aughte kepe 546 536 

Thyn lityl wit was thilke tyme a-slepe 547 

But now I charge the vp-on thyn lyf 548 

That in thyn^ legende thow make of this wif 549c*7noomi 

Whan thow hast othere smale mad by-fore 550 540 

And fare now wel I charge the no more 551 



At cliopatre I wele 'that thow begywne 556 p that th rwr.] 
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522 In stede of Rubyes / sette among the white 

523 Therwith this queene / wex reed for shame a lyte 

524 Whan she was preysed / so in hire presence 536 

525 Thanne seyde love / a ful grete necligence 

526 § Was ys to the / that ylke tyme thou made § 538 

*Hyd Absolofl thy tresses / in balade * ;^^'o!*^p I*] 
♦That thou forgate hire / in thi songe to sette * 540 

♦Syfl that thou art / so gretly in hire dette ♦ 

533 § And wost wel / that kalender ys shee $ 

♦To any womafi / that wol lover bee ♦ 

534§For she taught al the crafte / of fyne lovyng § 544 

535 And namely of wyfhode / the lyvyng 

536 And al the boundes / that she oght kepe 

537 Thy litel witte / was thilke tyme a-slepe 

538 But now I charge the / vpon thy lyfe 548 

539 That in thy legende / thou make of thys wyfe 

540 Whafi thou hast other smale / ymaade before 

541 And fare now wel / I charge the namore 

♦But er I goo / thus muche I wol the telle ♦ nota 

♦!N'e shal no trewe lover / come in helle ♦ 553 

♦Thise other ladies / sittynge here arowe ♦ 

♦Ben in my balade / yf thou kanst hem knowe ♦ 

(273)^And in thy bookes / alle thou shalt hem fynde ♦ 556 
♦Haue hem in thy legende / now al in mynde ♦ 
♦I mene of hem / that ben in thy knowyng ♦ 
♦For here ben twenty thousande moo sittyng ♦ 
♦Thanne thou knowest / good wommefi alle ♦ 560 
* And trewe of love / for oght* that my byfalle ♦ iteefso og.^ 
♦Make the metres of hem / as the lest Dwf 90,bk] ♦ 
♦I mot goofi home / the sonne draweth west ♦ 
*To paradys / with al thise companye ♦ 564 

♦And serve alwey / the ireast daysye 

552 At Cleopatre I wole / that thou begynne 

FAIEFAZ 
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And so fovih & myn loue so shalt tow wynne 567 543 



{And with that woid of slep I gan a-wake 578$ 544 
And ryght thus on myn l^iende gan I make 579 545 

Explicit prohemium 

[L] 
[THE LEGEND OF CLEOPATRA.] 

Incipit legenda Gleopatrio ^ regine p le eorreetetQ 

a flflyr the deth of tholome the kyng 580 

That al Egipt hadde in his goue^nywg 
Regnede his queen Cleopataras 

Tyl on a tyme be-fel there swich a cas 

That out of rome was sent a senatour 584 

flPor to conquery/i regnys & honour 

Vn to the toun of rome as was vsagee 

To han the world vn-to hyre obeysauwce 

And soth to seyne Antoniz^^ was his name 588 

So fil it as fortune hym aughte a schame 

Whan he was fallyn in prospmte 

Rebel vn-to the toun of rome is he 

And ouyral this the sustyr of Cesar 592 

He lafte hire falle or that sche was war 

And wolde algate han a-nothir wif Deaf 452, back] 

ffor which he tok with rome Ss Cesar stryf 
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543 And so forthe / and my love so shal thou wynne 
(303)*ror lat see now / what man that lover be * 568 

*Wol doon so stronge a peyne / for love as she * 

*I wot wel that thou maist nat / al yt ryme * 

♦That swicR lovers / dide in hire tyme * 

*It were to long / to reden and to here * 572 

*Sufl&cB me / thou make in this manere * 

*That thou reherce / of al hir lyf e the grete * 

♦After thise olde Auctours / lysten for to trete ♦ 

♦For who so shal / so many a story e telle ♦ 576 

♦Sey shortly or he shal / to longe dwelle ♦ 

544 § And with that worde / my bokes gan I take § 

545 And ryght* thus ofi my legende / gan I make ./ 579 
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Xatholcs for Bothe tkis ilke Beoatooi 696 

Was a fill ^ worthy / gentyl wenioiir* p— ' tar n t t idl 

And of his deth it was fd gret damage 

But lone hadde brought this man in airioli a rage 

And hjm eo naiwu bouiMlj-n In^ his las p inesrpj 600 

Al fvT the loue of Clcopatraaa^ P mmwHi j i 

That al the world he setto at no valae 

Hym thoute there nas to hym no thyug bo dewe 

Afl Cleopatraa for to loue & aerre 

Hym roughte nat in armjs for to sterve* 

In the diffcns of hyre & of hire ryght 

This noble queens ek^ buede so thia knyg^t 

Thottr hia tZesart & icr Liu chynalrye 

Ab certeynly bat If that bokya lye 

He waa of pwBone & of gentilleaae 

And of disoiecioan & of hardysosae 

Worthl to ony vyght that lyuyn may 612 

And sohe vas fayi ae ia the Eose in may 

And for to make shortly is the beets 

Sche wax his wif And hadde hym' aa hire* leste 

The weddynge & the feste to deuyse c<>a,iM,«HTj 616 

To me that haue ytake swich empiyae 

Of so manye a story for to make 

It were to longe lest that I schulde slake 

Of thyng that beryth more effect & charge 620 

ffor men may ouerlade a schip or barge 

And for thy to thefeect thanue wele I skyppe 

And al the remenannt I wele lete sllppe 

Octouyan that wod was of this dede 624 

Schop hym on ost/ on antonye to lede 

Al Ttyrly for his destruccioun 

With stoute romeynya crewel aa lyoun 

To achepe they weute & thus I lat hem sayle 628 

AntoniiM was war And wele nat foyle 

To metyn with these romeynys If he may 

Tok ek his red & bothe vp on a day 
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Hys wif & he & al his est forth wentyn Deaf 458] 632 
To shepe anon no lengere they ne stente 
And in the se it happede hem to mete 
Vp goth the trompe & for to schoute & schete 
And peynede hem to sette on with the suwne 636 

With grysely soun out goth the grete ^gownne P o corrected-} 
And heterly they hurtelyn al atonys 
flfrom the top doun comyth the grete stonya 
In goth the grapenel so ful of crokis 640 

Among the ropis rennyth the scherynge hokys 
In with the polax presith ho & ache 
By-hyndyn the mast begynnyth he to fle 
And out a-geyn and dryuyth hym ouerborde 644 

He styngith hym vp on his sperys orde 
He rent the seyl with hokys lyk a sithe 
He bryngith the cuppe & biddyth hem to be blythe 
He pouryth pesyn vp on the hachis sledere 648 

With pottis ful of lym they gon to gedere 
And thus the longe day to-gedere they spende 
Tyl at the laste as euery thyng hat ende 
Antonye is schent & put hym to the flyght 652 

And al his folk to go that best go myght 
fifleth ek the queen withal hire porpere sayl 
fifbr strokys whiche that wente as thikke as hayl 
"No wondyr was sche myghte it nat endure 656 

And whan that antonye / saw that auenture 
Alias quod he the day that I was bom 
Myn worshepe in this day thus haue I lorn 
And for dispeyr out of his wit he sterte 660 

And rof hym self a-non thoz^r out the herte 
Or that he ferthere wente out of the place 
His wif that coude of Cesar haue no grace 
To egipt is sche fled for dred & for ^destresse p at eorreetedi 
But herkenyth ^e that spekyn of kyndenesse 665 

3e men that fEilsely swere manye an oth 
That 30 wele deye If that ^oure loue be wroth 
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Hen ma7 je sen of wemen wHcIl a tioattie 66S 

This woful Cleopatre hath mad Bwich lonthe 

That thet is tunge non that ma; it telle [iMr«%bMik] 

But on the morwe sohe tvolde no lengere dweilo 

But made hire anbtyl werkemen mate a. achryne 672 

Of alle the rnhyia & the stonya fyne 

In al egypt that Bche coade espie 

And patte fdl the achryne of spicerye 

And let the cors enbaiimme & foilih ache fette 676 

This dede con & in th^ schryne it schette 

And next the Bchryne a pot thn/mis doth sche gvoMn 

And alle the setpen^s tliat eche myghte hnue 

Sohe putte hem in that graiio & thus ache aoyde 680 

Now love to whom myn sorweful hcrte obayede 

So ferforthly that froRi that hliaful our 

That I jow Bwor to ben nl frely jour 

I mene jow Antoniu* myn knyght 684 

That neuare wakynge in the day or nygh 

3e neru oat of myn bertia romembratinoe 

ffor wel or wo for carole or for dau«ce 

And in myn self this couenaunt made I tho 688 

ffor rygh awich as je feldyn wel or wo 

As fer forth as it in myn power lay 

Tnreprouable on to myn wyfhod ay 

The same wolde I fele lyf or deth 692 

And thilke comeuont whil me laatith brcth 

I wele fulfille & that acbal ben wel sene 

Was nenere on-to hire loue a treweie queue 

And with that word nakyd with fol good horte 698 

Among the eerpentia in the pit sche styrte 

And there ache chea to hauyn hire buiyinge 

Anon the nadderya ^gonne hire for to stynge C e eorrmiti] 

And sche hire deth receyuyth with good cheere 700 

ffor loue of antonye that was hire so deie 

And this is stoiyal aoth it is no fable 

^ow 01 1 fynde a man thoe trewo & stable 
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And wele for loue Jiis deth so frely take 704 

I preye god let oure hedys neuere ake. Amen. 

Explicit Cliopatra [later] 

[no 

[THE LEGEND OF THISBK] 
Incipit [Za^er] 

AT babiloyne whylom fyl it thus peaf «43 

The wyche toun the qiiien semyramu* 
Let dyche al a-boute & walltV make 708 

fful hye of harde tills wel I-bake 
There were dwellyng in this noble tou« 
Two lordys whiche that were of gret renoiin 
And wonedyn so nygh vp on a grene 712 

That there was but a ston wal hem be-tweene 
As ofte in grete touwnys is the wone 
And soth to seyne that on man hadde a sone 
Of al that lond on of the lustyeste 716 

That othir hadde a doughtyr the fajrreste 
That tho was in that lond Estward dwellynge 
The name of euerych gan to othyr sprynge 
By wemen that were neigheboris a-boute 720 

ffor in that cu7^tre ^it with-outyn doate 
Maydenys been Lkept for gelosye 
fful streyte lyst they dedyn sum folye 
This 3onge man was callyd Piramt^^ 724 

And Tysbe ^heit te miade* Naso seyth thus i^u^Ucorreetea] 
And thus by report was hire name I-ehoue 
That as they wex in age / wex here loue 727 

And certeyn as by rosoun of hire age* p age eorr^ud] 

There myghte a ben by-twixe hem maryage 
But that here faderys myghte nat assente 
And bothe in loue I-lyke sore they brente 
I'hat none of alle hyre frendis myght it lette 732 

But pryuyly sum tyme ^it they mette 
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By sleyghte & spokjn summe of here deaji 

As wry the glede & hettere is the fyi 

ffotbede a loue & it is ten so wod 736 

This wal which that bi-twiso hem bothe stod 

Waa clone a two ryght from the cop a-doun 

Of olde tyme of his fucdacioitn 

But 3it this clyfte waa so narw & Ijte 740 

It naa iLat sone deere I<n.ow a myte 

Bnt wat ie that that loue caa nat eapye 

3e louerys two K that I Bchal nat lye 743 

Je foundyn first thia litil narwe clifte [i*Brt6*,UMk] 

And with a soun aa softe aa ony shryfte 

They lete here wordis thowr the clift pace 

And toldyn whil that they atode in the place 

Al here oompleynt of loue Sc al here wo 748 

At Buery tymo whan they durste so 

Tp on that on syde of that wal stod be 

And on that othir eide stod Theaho 

The sote eoun of othir to reaaeyue 752 

And thus here wardeynys wolde tliey disceyuo 

And euery day this wo! they wolde tbrete 

And wissohe to god that it were doun I-hete 

Thus wolde they aeyw alaa thow wellcede wal 756 

Thorw thyn enuye thow vs lettist al 

Why nylt thow cleue or fallyn al a two 

Or at the lasto but If thw woldist so 

Jit "woldist thow but onya lat vs mete 760 

Or onya that we myghtyn kysse swete 

Thanne were we coneryd of oure carya coldo 

But nathelea jit be we to the holde 

In as meche as thow aiifFeryst for to gon 764 

Ovre'- wordya thowr thyn lym & thoivr tliyn aton ['mtO 

Jit oughte we^ with the been wel a-payed [•wamirr.] 

And whare these ydele wordya werow sajed 

The coldo wal they woJo kysse of Bton 768 

And take hero leue & forth they woldya gou 
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And this was gladly in the eue tydo 
Or wondyr eriy lest men it espiede 

And longe tyme they wroughte in this manere 772 

Tyl on a day that Phebus gan to cleere 
Aurora with the stremys of hete 
Hadde dreyed vp the dew of erbis wete 
Vn to this clyft as it was wone to be 776 

Come Piramz^ / and after come Thysbe 
And plyghty/i trouthe / fully in ^here fey P h correeted] 

That ilke same nyght / to stele a wey 
And to begile / here wardeynys echon 780 

And forth out of the / cete for to goon 
And for the feldis ben so brode & wide pear 455] 

fifbr to mete in on place at on tyde 

They settyn marko here metywge wolde be 784 

There kyng njmis was graue out of a tre 
ffor olde ^payenys that Idolys heryed p p eorr«eted^ 

Vsedyn tho in feldys to ben beryed 
And feiste by there graue was a welle 788 

And schortely of this tale for to telle 
This coucnauwt was afFermyd wondyr feste' p fiwu «»r«c*«f] 
And longe hjm thoughte that the sunne laste 
That it nere gon vndyr the se a dou;* 792 

This tisbe hat so gret affeccioun 
And so gret haste Vmxnua to se 
That whan scho say hire tyme myghte be 
At nygh sche stal a wey ful pryuyly 796 

With hire face I-wymplid subtyly 
And alle hire frendis for to saue hire trouthe 
Sche hath forsake alias & that is routhe 
That euere wolde ben so trewe 800 

To truste man but sche the bet hyiu knewe 
And to the tre sche goth a fal good pas 
ffor loue made hire so hardy in this cas 
And by the welle adoun / sche gan hyre dres 804 

Alias there comyth a wilde lyones 
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Out of the wode with oute more arest 
With blody mouth of strangelynge of a best 
To drynlTn of thd weUe there aa sche sat 808 

And whan that tisbe hadde espyed that 
Sche list hiie vp with a fal diedy h^rte 
And in a kaue with dredful fot sche sterte 
flbr by the mono sche say it wel with-alle . 812 

And as sche ran hire wympil let sche fidle 
And tok non hed. 80 sore sche was a-wapid 
And ek so glad that ^t sche was escapid 
And thus sche sit & darkyth wondyr stylle 816^ 

Whan that this lyonesse hath dronke hire^ Me 
A-boute the welle gan ache for to wynde i^nvt^rmtg^ 

And ryght a-non the wympyl gan sche fynde 81^ 

And with hire blody mouth it al to-rente PMf4i6,bMic3 

Whan this was don no lengere sche ne dtente 
But to the wode hire weye thanne hath sche nome 
And at the laste this Piramf<9 is come 
But al to longe alias at horn was he 824 

The mone schon & myghte wel y-se 
And in his weye as that he cotti ful faste 
Hise eyen to the ground a-douw he caste 
And in the sond as he by-hild ardouw 828 

He sey the steppis brode of a lyouw 
And in his herte he sodeynly a-gros 
And pale he wex therwith his herte a-ros 
And ner he com & fond the wiTTipil torn 832 

Alias quod he the day that I was bom 
This on nyght wele vs loueris bothe sle 
How schulde I axe mercy of tisbe 

Whaw I am he that haue 30W slayn alias 836 

Myw biddywg hath }ow slayn as in this cas 
Alias to bidde a woman gon be nyghte 
In place there as peril falle myglite 

And I so slayn alias I ne hadde be 840 

Here in this place a furlong weye or 30 
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Now what lyouw that be in this forest 
Myn body mote he renten or what best 
That wilde is gnawe mote he now myn herte 844 

And with that word he to that wympil sterte 
And kiste it ofte & wep on it fal sore 
And seyde wympil alias there is no more 
But thow schat feele as wel the blod of me 848 

As thow hast felt the bledyng of Thisbe 
And with that word he smot hym to the herte 
The blod out of the wouwde as brode sterte 
As watyr whaw the ^condit brokyn is 
Now Tisbe which that wiste nat of this 
But sittynge in hire diede sche thoughte thus 
If it so falle that myn piramt^^ 
Be comyn hidir & may me not I-fynde 
He may me holde f als & ek onkynde 
And out she comyth & aftyr hym gan espien 
Bothe with hire herte & with hire eyen 
And thou3te I wele hym tellyn of myn drede 
Bothe of the lyonesse & ^al myn deede 
And at the laste hire loue thanne hath sche fou9ide 
Betywge with 'hese helys on the grounde i»t»erato]uou£} 

Al blody & therwith a bak sche sterte 864 

And lik the wawis quappe gan hire herte * 
And pale as box sche was & in a throwe 
A-visede hire & gan hym wel to knowe 
That it was piramt^^ hire herte deere 868 

Ho coude wryte which a dedly cheeze 
Hath Thisbe tho / & how hire^ heer she rente [« Ura ««< out] 
And how sche gan hire selue^ to tumemente \* n eom] 

And how sche lyth & swounnyth on the groa7}de 872 

And how sche wep of terys fol hise* wounde [»• ewr.i 

How modeled she hise^ blod with hire compleynte 
How with luse^ blod hire selue gan sche pente 
How clyppith sche the deede cors alias 876 

How doth this wofol tisbe in this cas 
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How kyssitli she Ms frosty moutli so cold 
Ho Hath don this & ho hath been so bold 
To sle myn lyf o spek lajn piramti^ / 880 

I al thyn Tisbe that the callyth thus 
And therwithal %e leftyth vp his hed \} m ieratau out} 

This wofnl man that is nat fully ded 
Whan that he herde the ^name of Tisbe ciyen p n Mrr,jiwm m] 
On hire he caste hise heuy dedly eyen 885 

And doun a-gayn & jeldyth yp the gost 
Tysbe lyst vp with-oulyn ony host 

And saw hire^ wympil & hise^ emty schede P* « n, ■» eorr.^ 
And ek his swerd that hym hath don to dede 889 

Thanne^ spak sche^ thus myn^ woful hand qtt^ she 
Is strong I-now in swich a werk to me BS?fS!iSSwJf^ 

ffor loue schal jeue me strenthe & hardynesse ^ "*^ corrtetMij 
To make myn wounde large^ I-now I gesse c*8««o*r.3 

I wele the folwe ded & I wele be 894 

ffelawe & cause of thyn deth quod sche 
And thow that nothing saue the deth only dmt AM^bMsk] 

Mighte the fro me depare trewely 
Thow schat no more departe now fro me 
Than from® the deth for I wele go with the P om eorreetstQ 
And now ^e wrechede gelos faderys cure 900 

We that whihom were childeryn 3oure 
We preyen 30W with-outyn more enuye 
That in on graue that we motyn lye 
Si the loue hath brought vs to his pitous ende 904 

And rygh-wis god to euery louere synde 
That louyth trewely more prosp€?ite 
Than euere ^it hade Piramtw & Tisbe 907 

And late no gentyl woman ^^ hyre assure [•<> m corrected] 

To pottyn hire in swich an aventure^ [»' en corrected] 
But god forbede but a woman can 
Ben as trewe & louynge as a man 

And for myn part I schal a-non it kythe 912 

And with that word his swerd sche tok a-swythe 
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That warm was of hire louys blod & hot 

And to the herte sche hire self smot 

And thus is Tisbe & Piramz^^ I-go 916 

Of trewe men I fynde but fewe mo 

In alle myne bokis saue this piramt^^ 

And therfore haue I spokyn of hym thus 

flFor it is deynte for vs men to fynde 920 

A man that can in loue been trewe & kynde 

Here may 30 se what louere so he be 

A woman dare & can as wel as he 



[in.] 

[THE LEGEND OF DroO.] c^^-^J^^f^^SST 

GLorye & honour Virgile Mantoan 924 

Be to thyn name & I shal as I can 
ffolwe thyn lanteme as thow gost byfom 
How Enea to Dido was forsworn 

In I^aso & Eneydos wele I take 928 

The tenor Si the grete efifectis make 
Whan troye brought was to distruccioun 
By grekis sleyghte & namely by Synoun 
Feynynge the hors I-offerede to Mynerue Ctarf 457] 932 
Thotir which that many troyan muste sterue 
And ector hadde aftyr his deth apiered 
And fyr so wod it my^te nat been steerid 
In al the noble toure of ylioun 936 

That of the cete was the chif dongeoun 
And al the cuntre was so lowe brought 
And priamt^tf the kyng fordon & nought 
And Enyas was chargit by Yent^^ 940 

To fleen a-wey & he tok ascanius 
That was his sone in his rygh hand & fledde 
And on his bak he bar & withym ledde 
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His owene fadyr I-depid Ancbises 944 

And by the weye his wif Crusa he les 
And meche sorwe hadde he in his mynde 
Or that he coude his felaue Bchepe fynde 
But at the laste whan he hadde hem founde 948 

He made hjm ledy in a certeyn stounde 
And to the se wol f aste he gan hem hye 
And saylyth forth / al his cnmpaynye 
Toward ytayle as wolde his destene W2 

But of hise auentourys in the se 
JSia nat to purpos for to speke of heyre 
ffor it acordyth nat to myn matere 

But as I seyde of hym & of Dido 956 

Schal be myn tale til that I haue do 
So longe he saylede in the salte se 
Tyl in libie onethe aryuede he 

With schepis vij & with no more nauye 960 

And glad was he to londe for to hye 
So was he with the tempest al to-shake 
And wha?} that he the hauene hadde take 
He hadde a knyght was clepid achates 964 

And hym of al his f elauschepe he ches 
To gon with hym the cwitre for tespie 
He tok with hym no more cumpaynye 
But forth they gon & lafte hise schepis ryde 968 

His fere & he with-outyn any gyde 

So longe he walkyth in this wildyrnesse [leaf 467. back] 

Til at the laste he mette an hunteresse 
A bowe in hande and arwis hadde sche 972 

Hire clothis cutte were vn-to the kne 
But sche was ^it the fayreste creature 
That euere was I-formyd by nature 

And Eneas Ss Achates sche grette 976 

And thus sche to hem spak vrha,n sche hem mette 
Saw ^e quod sche as 30 ban walkid wyde 
Oiiye of myne susteryn walke 30W be syde 
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With ony wilde bor or othir beste 980 

That they ban huwtid to in this foreste 
I-tukkid vp with arwis in hire cas 
Nay sothly lady qwod this Enyas 

But by thyw beute as it thywkyt me 984 

Thow myghtyst neuere erthely woman be 
But Phebus systyr art thow as I gesse 
And K so be that thow be a goddesse 
Haue mercy on oure labour & oure wo 988 

I ne am no goddesse sothly qwod sche tho 
ffor maydenys walkyn in this cuwtre hei*e 
With arwis & with bowe in this manere 
This is the reyne of libie there ^e ben 992 

Of that Dido lady is & queen 
And schortely tolde hym al te occasyoun 
Whi Dido cam in to that regioun 

Of whiche as now me lestyth nat to ryme 996 

It nedyth nat it were but los of tyme 
ffor this is al & som it was venus 
His owene modyr that spak thus 

And to cartage he bad he schulde hym dighte 1000 

And vanyschid a-non out of his syghte 
I coude folwe word for word Virgile 
But it schule lastyn al the longe while 
This noble queen that depid was dido 1004 

That whilom was the wif of Sytkeo 
That fayrere was than is the bryghte su»ne 
This noble toun of cartage hath bygunne 
In which sche regnyth in so gret honour ptariss] 1008 
That sche was holdyn alls queenys flour 
Of gentillesse of fredom of beute 
That wel was hym that myghte hire onys se 
Of kyngis & of lordis so desyred 1012 

That al the world hire beute hadde I-fyred 
Sche stod so wel in euary wightis grace 
Whan £nya was come on to that place 
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Yn-to the maystii temple of al tbe toon 
Tlier Dido ms in hire denocyoon 
fhl piyuylf Iiis v^ya thus hath h« noma 
Whan ha was in tha large temple come 
I can nat aeyn If that it be possible 
Bat YenoB hadde hjm makid innysible 
Thufl eeyt the bok -with-oatrn 0117 les 
And whan tbw ZlnyaB & Aohatea 
Hadi^n in thia tensile ben oiural 
Ihanna fonnde they depeyntid on the wal 
How boye & al the loud distioyed was 
Alias that I was bom quod Enyas 
llbour out the worl onn shame is Idd ao wyde 
ITow it is peyntid vp-on aaery syde 
We that weryn in prosperite 
Been now disclanderyd 3c in awich degie 
Ko tengere lynyn I ne kepe 
And with that word he brast ont for to wepe 
So tendyrly that louthe it waa to sene 
Thia froflche lady of the cete qaeene 
Stod in the temple in hire estat ryal 
So rychely and ek bo layr with al 
80 joDg BO luaty with hire eyen glade 
That If that god that henene & erte made 
Wolde ban a lone for beute & goodneese 
And womanhod & tronthe & semelyneeae 
Whom achulde he loayn bat this kdy sweto 
Ther nys no woman to hym half so mete 
ffortime that hath the world in goti£maiuu» 
Hath sodeynly brongh in so newe a channce 
That nerere jit was so fremde a cas pMfwt.iw 
fibi al the campaynye of Euyaa 
With that he wende a lorn in the se 
Arynyd is nat fer irom that Cete 
ffoT which the gietteste of hise lordis some 
By auenture ben to the cete come 
ag. i. 87 
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Yn to that same temple for to seke 1052 

The queene & of hire socour to beyseke 

Swich renou/i was there sprongyn of hire goodnesse 

And wha7» that they hadden told al here distresse 

And al here tempest & here harde cas 1056 

Vn-to the quyen apiered Enyas [efor y] 

And opynly he knew that it was he 

Ho hadde loye thawne but his meyne 

That hadde fouwde here lord here gonemour 1060 

The quyen saugh that they dede hyw swych hono«r 

And hadde herd ofte of Eneas er tho 

And in hire herte she hadde routhe & wo 

That euere swich a noble man as he 1064 

Schal ben diserityd in swich degre 

And saw the man that he was lyk a knyght 

And sufficiauwt of persone & of mygh 

And lyk to been a verray gentil man 1068 

And wel hise wordis he besette can 

And hadde a noble visage for thenonys 

And formed wel of braun & of bonys 

ffor aftyr Venus hadde he swich faymesse 1072 

That no man myghte be half so fayr I gesse 

And wel a lord he semede for to be 

And for he was a straunger sumwhat sche 

Likede hym the bet as god do bote 1076 

To sum folk ofte newe thyng is sote 

Anon hire herte hath pite of his wo 

And with that pete loue come in also 

And thus for pete & for gentillesse 1080 

Befreschede muste he been of his distresse 

And seyde certis that sche sory was 

That he hath had swych peryl & swich cas 

And in hire frendely speche in this manere neaf 45p] 1084 

Sche to hym spak & seyde as je may here 

Be 3e nat YeniLS sone & anchises 

In good fey al the worshepe & encres 
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That I may goodly don }ov je Bchal hane 
Jouie sohepis & jooie meyna ahal I save 
And numf e a gentil woid sche spak hym to 
And comannded hire maesangerys for to go 
The same day with ontyn any &yle 
Hise Bchippis for to eeke & hem vitayla 
Sche manye a beete to the ehippia sente 
And with the wyn ache gan hym to pieewte 
And to hiie real paleye abs hire ^dde 
And Enyae alwey with hire ahe ledde 
What nedyth jow the feste to descrive 
He neosre// at ese wm be^ in al heee lyre 
fM was the f eate of deynteis & lychesse 
Of instromentia of atmg & of gladnease 
Of manye an ameroiM lokyng & deuya 
This Enyaa is come to patadys 
Oat of the Bwdlw of helle & thua in Toys 
Bemembrith hynt of hie eetat in tioye 
To daunaynge chatunbeijv fnl of panmen^ 
Of riche beddia & of omementiB 
This Enyas is led aftyr the mete 
And with the qnene / whan he hadde aete 
And apida paitid & the wyn agon 
Yn-to hiae chambria waa he led a non 
ffoT hise eae & for to take hise reste 
With al hia folk to don what bo hem leste 
There naa coiirser wel I-brydelid nou 
Ke atede foi to iuate wel to gon 
Ife lai^e palfrey eay for thenonya 
Ne lewel frettid fill of ryche stonya 
Ne sakkia-ful of gold of large weyghte 
Ne Tubye non that ahynede bo nyghte 
Se gentil hawtein faucoiin heroner 
Ke hound for hert or wiMe bor or der 
Ne coupe of gold with florejoiyB newe I-bete D* 
That in the land of libie may be gete 
og. 4. 37 
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That Dido hath it Enyas I-sent 1124 

And al is payed what ^at he hath spent 
Thus can this honurable quene hire gestis calle 
As sche that can in fredom passyn alle 
Eneas sothly ek with oute les 1128 

Hadde sent on to his schip by Achates 
Aftyr his sone & af tyr riche thyngis 
Bothe septre clothis & ek brochis ryngis 
Some for to were & some to presente 1132 

To hy that alle thywgis hjm sente 
And bad his sone how that he schulde make 
The presentis & to the quyen it take 
Bepeyrid is this achates agayn 1136 

And Enyas ful blysful is & f ayn 
To sen this blysful sone Ascanyus 
But natheles oure autowr tellith vs 

That Cupido that is the god of loue 1140 

At preyere of his modyr hye a boue 
Hadde the liknesse of the child I-take 
This holy queen enamorede to make 
On Eneas but as of that scripture 1144 

Be as be may I take of it no cure 
But soth is this the queen hath mad swich chere 
Vnto this child that wondir is to here 
And of the present that his fadyr sente 1 148 

Sche thankyth hjm ful ofte with good entente 
Thus is this quyen in plesaunce & in loye 
With alle these newe lusti folk of troye 
And of the dedis hath she more enquyrid 1152 

Of Enyas & al the story lend 
Of Troye & al the ionge day they tweye 
Entendedyw to spekyn & to pleye 

Of whiche ther gan to bredyn swich a fyer 1156 

That sely Dido hath now swich desyr 
With Enyas hire newe geste to dele 
That sche hath lost hire hewe Ss ek hire hele 
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ITow to theffect now comyth tiie &eat of al 0«/iu] 1160 

Whi I bane told this stoi; & telle schal 

Urns I begynne it fil vp on a njglit 

Wlian that the mone.Tp reused hadde his lyglit 

Tliis noble qoeene on to hire reate vente 1 1 Gl 

Sche eikytii Bore & gan byre self tumemente 

Sche waylitb ie sche makith manye a breyde 

As don titeee looeiis as I haue herd seyde 

And at the laate vnto hire systyr anne 1 1 G8 

Sche made hire mone & tygbt tibm apok Bche Ihauae 

Now lene sistyr myn what may it be 

That me agastith in myn alep quod she 

Tiaa newe tioyan is bo in myn thought 1173 

Me thynkith that he ia bo wel I-wronf^t 

And likli foi to ben a man 

And ek thereto ao mecb good he can 

That al myn lone & lyf lyth in his cme 1176 

Hane je nat heid his anentuie 

Ifow certis anne if that je rede it me 

X wolde fayn to bym I-weddit be 

This is theffect what acbude I more seye 1180 

In hym lyth al / to do me leue oi deye 

Hyie systir Anne as she that coude hire good 

Seyde as hire thoughte & sumdel it with stod 

But herof was so long a sarmoURnyng 1184 

It were to longe to make tehetsyng 

But finaly it may nat ben withetande 

Loue wil loue foi no thirig wele it wande 

The dawenyi^ vp riat out of the se 1188 

This ameious quien chargitb oure meyns 

The nettia dieeee & eperis brode & kene 

An bontyng wolde this lusti &o6che qneene 

So prikytb hire this newe iolye wo 1 192 

To bora la al bis luaty folk I-go 

In to the court the hoondia been I-brought 

And vp-on courseris swift as ony thought 
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Hire jonge knyghtis houyn al a-bouto 1196 

And of hire wemen ek an huge route 

Yp on a thikke palfrey paper whit peaf 46o,!)Mk] 

With sadyl red enbroudit with delyt 

Of gold the barns vp enbosede hye 1200 

Sit Dido al in gold & perre wrye 

And she as bright as is the bryght morwe 

That helith syke men of nyghtis sorwe 

Vp on a courser stertelynge as the fyr 1204 

Men myghte tume hym with a litil wyr 

Sit Enyas lik phebus to deuyse 

So was he frosch arayed in his wyse 

The fomy brydil with the bit of gold 1208 

Gouernyth he ryght as hym self hath wold 

And forth this noble queen this lady ride 

On hmitynge with this troyan by hyre side 

The hirde of hertis Is I-fou/^de a-non 1212 

With hay bobet pryke thow lat gon lat gon 

Why nyl the liotin comyw or the here 
That I myghte hym onys mete with this spere 
Thus sey these jonge folk & vp they kylle 1216 

These bestys wilde & han hem at here wille 
Among al this to ru77ibelyn gan the heuene 
The thundyr rorede with a gresely steuene 
Doun cam the reyn with hayl & slet so faste 1220 

With heuenys fer that it so sore agaste 
This noble quien & also hire meyne 
That iche of hem was glad a-wey to fle 
And schortely &om the tempest hire to saue 1224 

Sche fledde hireself in to a litil caue 
And with hire wente this Enyas also 
I not with hem If there wente any mo 
The autot^i* makyth of it no mencioun 1228 

And here be-gan the depe affeccioun 
Be twixe hem two this was the ferste morwe 
Of hire gladnesse & gynnere of hire sorwe 
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tor tJieie hath Euyas I-kneled so ] 

And told hire al his erte & »I his wo 

And nvoEe so depe to hire to be tnwe 

ffoT wel 01 wo & chaunge hire for no newe 

And Eta a lols louere so wel can pleyne [ti^wi: 1 

That Bely dido lewede on his peyne 

And tok hjm for hnsbonde & become laa vjrf 

ffoi eoeremo whil that hym lefte lyf 

And aftyr wbil that the tempest stynte 1 

"With myithe oat as they comyn hom they wente 

The wikke fame a-ros & that a-non 

How Enlas hath witlk the queen I-gon 

tn to the caue & demede as hem leste 1 

And whan the Icyng that yatUs bighte it woste 

As he that hadde I-loayd eoere his Ijf 

Aad wowede hyn to ban hin as hia wyf 

6widi sorwe as he makede 3s iwi^ dieete l 

It is a toathe Se |ate for to hen 

Bat in loae alday it happith eo 

That on echal layghyn of a notherys wo 

ITow layhith enias & is in loye 1 

And more richesse than euere was in troye 

aely wemen ful of Innocence 

fful of pile of trouthe of concieuce 

What makyth jow to men to truate so 1 

Haue je swych routhe vp-on hyre feyneda wo 

And han swich olde ensaumples jow be-fora 

Se je nat alle how that je ben forsworn 

Where sen je on that he ne hath laft his lief 1: 

Or ben onkynde or don hire sura myachief 

Or pilid hire or boatid of hise dede 

^e may as wel it sen as ^ may it rede 

That hede now of this giete gentil man 11 

This troyan that so wel hire idesyre can 

That feynyth hym so trewe & obeysynge 

So gentil & so trewe of his doingo 
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And can so wel don alle hise obeysauncis 1268 

And waytyw hire at festis & at dauwcis 
And whaw sche goth to temple & horn ageyn 
And fastyn til he hath his lady seyn 
And beryn in hise deny sis for hire sake 1272 

I^ot I not what & songis wolde he make 
lustyn & don of Armys manye thywgis [leaf 46i, back] 
Synde hire letteres tokenys brochis rywgis 
Now horkith how he schal his lady serue 1276 

There as he was in paril for to sterue 
flfor huwgyr & for myschif in the se 
And desolat & fled from his cuwtre , 

And al his folk with tempest al to-dryuyn 1280 

Sche hath hire body & ek hire reams 3euyn 
In to his hand there as she myghte haue been 
Of othere landys tha/» of cartage quien 
And lyuyd in loye I-now what wele je more 1284 

This Enyas that hath so depe Iswore 
Is wery of his craft with-inne a throwe 
The hote emest is al ouerblowe 

And pryuyly he doth hise shepis dyghte 1288 

And shapith hym to stele a-wey be nyghte 
This dido hath sxispescioun of this 
And thoughte wel that it was al a-mys 
flfor in hire bed sche lyth a nyght & sykyth 1292 

Sche axeth hym a-non what hym mys lykyth 
My7» dere herte whiche that I loue most 
Sertis (]uod he this nyght my/i faderys gost 
Hath in myn slep so sore me tormentid 1296 

And ek mercuiye his massage hath pr^sentid 
That nedis to the conquest of ytayle 
Myn destene is sone for to sayle 

flfor which me thywkyth brostyn is my« herte 1300 

Therwith hise false terys out they sterte 
And takith hire with-Inne hise armys two 
Is that in emest quod sche wele je so 

Gg. 4. 27 



KS. ag. 4. 37, CAi 

Haue ^e nat awora to wyue me to take 
A llflfl what weman wele je of me make 
I am a gentil woman & a. qnlen. 
Je wele nat from joute wif tliua foale fleen 
That I waa bom alias what schal I do 
To telle in schort this noble quon dydo 
Sche seltith halwis & Uoth sacryfise 
Sche knelyth crjeth that eouthe is to deuyse 
CorUurith hym & proferyth hym to bo [bif «tj 
His thral his seniant in the leate gre 
Sclie fttUith hyjK to-fore & Bwounnyth ther 
Discheuelo wi'tA hire hryghte gilte hw 
And seyth iauyth mercy & let me vitA jow ryda 
These lonJia whidie that wooyn me be.syde 
Wele me diatroyen only fot jouie eake 
And so je wele me now to wine take 
As je han sworn thanne wele I jene jow leue 
To slen me wttA joure awerd now acne at eue 
fibr thanae jit schal I deye as joura wif 
I am with childe & ;eue niyn child hia lyf 
Mercy lord hauyth pete in joiue thonght 
But al this thing auaylith hire rygh nought 
ffor on a nyght slepynge he let hire lye 
And Btal a-wey on to hie cumpaynye 
And aa a traytour forth he gan to sayle 
Toward the largo cnntre of ytayle 
Thus he hath laft dido in wo & peyne 
And weddede ther a lady hyjte lauyne 
A cloth he lafte & ek his awerd etondynge 
Whan he from Dido atal in hire slepynge 
Bygbt at hire beddya hed so gan be hie 
Whan that he stal a-wey to bie nauye 
Which cloth whan eely dido gan a-wake 
Sche hath it kyat & ful ofte for his sake 
And seyde o swete cloth wbil luppiter it leste 
Xak now myn soule & brynge it of this onrestc 
Og. 4. 27 
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I haue fnlfild of fortune al the cours 1340 

And thus with outyn his socours 

Twenti tyme Iswounyd hath sche thanne 

And whawne that sche vn-to hire systyr Anne 

Compleynede hadde of which I may nat wryte 1344 

So gret a reuthe I haue for tendite ; 

And bad hire norice & hire sistir gon 

To fechyw fyr & othyr thywg a-non 

And seyde that sche wolde sacryfye 1348 

And whan she myghte hire tyme wel espie 

Yp-on the fir of sacryfise she sterte [leaf 4es,i»ek] 

And with his swerd she rof hyre herte 

But 3it as myn autour right thus sche seyde 1352 

Or she was hurt by-fom or she deyede 

Sche wrot a lettcre a-non that thus be-gan 

Byght so quod she as that the white swan 

A3ens his deth be-gywnyth for to synge 1356 

Eight so to 30W make I myn compleynynge 

Not that I trowe to getyw }ow a^eyn 

fifor wel I wot that it is al in veyn 

Syn that the goddis been contrarye to me 1360 

But syn myn name is lost thot^r }ow quod she 

I may wel lese on jow a word or lettere 

Al be it that I shal ben nenere the bettere 

flfor thilke wynd that blew ^oure schip Srwey 1364 

The same wynd hath blowe a-wey joMre fey 

But ho so wele al this lettere hauyn in myr^de 

Bede he ouyde & in hym he shal it fynde 
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[IV.] 
[THE LEGEND OF HYPSUTI^ AND MEDEA.] 

THow lOte of faloe lonetiB Ihic lason 1368 

Thow sly deuooiere & confuBioiin 
Of tendere wemen gentil ciyatutja 
Thow madiat thyn lecleymT?^ & thyn luris 
To kdyia of thyn etatly ^tarannce 1372 

And of thyne wordia fucede 'with pUeau'icc 
And of thjne fsynede troutlte & thyn nanei'e 
yn& thyn obeysaoNce & humble oheen 
And with thyne coatnfetid peyne & wo 1376 

Theie otheie f alsyn on thow fklsist two 
O oflyn Bworiat thow that thow woldiat deye 
ffoT lone whan tkow no feltiat maledye 
Sane foni delyt wMche that tow calliat luue 13S0 

3if that I I«ne tl^ name sfaal be shone 
In englis that thyn sakte ehal be knowe 
Haue at the lason now thyn hom ia blowe 
But eertis it is bothe routhe & wo pa»(*w] 1384 

That loue with false loueris werkyth so 
ffor they schal haoe wel betere loue & chere 
Than he that hath abought his loue wol dere 
Oi hadde in aimys manye a blodi box 1 388 

fTor euem as tenders a capoun et the fox 
Thow he be fala & hath the foul be-trayed 
As shal the goode man that therfore hath payed 
Al haue he to the capoun skille & ryght 1392 

The false fox wele haue his part at nyght 
On laaon this ensaumple is wel I-aene 
By Isiple & media the queene 

In Teesalie as gnido tellith ts 1396 

There was a kyng that highte pelleua 
That hadde a brothyi that highte Eson 
And whan for age he myghte vnnethis gon 
og. 4. a? 
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He ^af to Pelleus the goiwmyng 1400 

Of al his regne & made hym lord & kyng 
Of whiche Eson this lason getyn was 
That in his tyme in al that land there nas 
Nat swich a famous knyght of gentilnes 1404 

Of fredom & of strenthe & lustynes 
Aftyr his fadiris deth he bar hywi so 
That there nas non that liste ben his fo 
But dide hy/w al honowr & compaynye 1408 

Of which this Pelleus hadde gret enuye 
Imagynywge that lason myghte be 
Enhaunsede so & put in swich degre 
With loue of lordis of his regiour* 1412 

That from his regne he myghte ben put a doun 
In his wit a nyght compassede he 
How lason myghte best distroyed be 
With oute sclaundere of his compassement 1416 

And at the laste he tok a-vysement 
To syndyn hyw in to suw fer cuntre 
Here as this lason may distroyed be 
This was his wit al made he to lason 1420 

Gret chiere of loue & of aflfeccioun 
ffor dred lest hise lordis it espiede Deaf ms, iwokj 
Tho fyl it so as fame rennyth wide 

Theere was swich tydyng oueral & swich loos 1424 

That in an ylde that callid was colcos 
Be3onde Troye estward in the se 
That therin was a ram that men may se 
That hadde a fles of gold that shon so bryghte 1428 

That nower was swich a-nothir syghte 
But it was kept alwey with a dragoun 
And manye othere merveylis vp & doun 
And with two bolys makyd al of bras 1432 

That spittyn fer & meche othir thyng there was 
But this was ek the tale natheles 
That who so wolde wynne tylke fles 

eg. 4. 87 
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Hb muste liotiie or he it Wynne myghte 

With the bolo & the disgoun fygbte 

And kyng Oetea lord wM of that yla 

This Pelleus be-thoute lym Tp-on thia irile 

That he his neveu laaou wo]de enhOTte 

To Baylyn to that lond hym to disporto 

And seyde neuew If it myghte be 

That ewiche a worchepe mj^>hte fellyn the 

That thw this famous tresore myghtist wyiine 

And bryngyn it myn legignn irith-innB 

It were to me gret pleaannce & honoM?* 

Thanue were I holde to qayte thyn labour 

Aaol si &e <soBt I h%]« myn selnya make 

Schis what folk that thow wit with the take 

Lat em now daryst thow take this viage 

lason was jong & lusty of coiage 

And vndyr tok to don this ranpTyse 

A-non A^ins his schepia gan denyae 

And with lason wente the etronge Eicnles 

And manye a-nothir that he with hym ohes 

But who so axeth who is with hywi gon 1456 

Lat hym lyde aigonautycoure 

fTor he wele telle a tale long T-now 

Fhiloteces a-nou the eayl vp drow 14S9 

Whan that the wynd was good & gan hym hye Dttteti 

Out of hia cuntre callid Thessalye 

So longe he seylitb in the salte se 

Til in the yle of lenoun aryuede he 

Al be this nat reheraid of Gwido 146* 

Jit aeyth ouyde in hise epistelis eo 

And of this lie lady was & quien 

The fayre jynge ysiphele the shene 

That thoas dot^htyr was the kyng 1468 

leiphile was gon in hire pleying 

And romynge on the clynys by the se 

Vndjnr a hanke anon aspiede she 
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Where that the ship of lason gan a-ryue H72 

Of hire goodnesse a-doun she sendyth blythe 
To wetyn If that any strannge wight 
With tempest were thidyr blowe a nyght 
To don hem socot^r as was hire vsaunce 1476 

To f ortheryn euery wight & to don plesauwce 
Of verry boiinte & of curteysye 
This messangeer Ordoun hym gan to hye 
And fond lason & Ercules also 1480 

That in a cog to londe were I-go 
Hem to refrosche & for to take the eyr 
The morwynge attempre was & f ayr 
And in his weye this massanger hym mette 1484 

fiEul cunnyTigely these lordis two he grette 
And dede his massage axinge hym a-non 
K they were brokyn or ought wo begon 
Or haddyn nede of lodman or vitayle 1488 

Or of socowr they scholde no thyng fayle 
ffor it was outrely the quien is wille 
lason answerde mekely & stylle 

Myn lady quod he thanke I hertyly 1492 

Of hire goodnesse vs nedyth trewely 
JSTothywg as now but that we wery be 
And come for to pleye out of the se 
Tyl that the wynd be bettyr in hire weye 1496 

This lady romyth by the clyf to pleye 
Wyth hire meyne endelong the stronde pa«r4<M,bMii] 

And fyndith lason & these othere stonde 
In spekynge of this thyng as I jow tolde 1500 

This Ercules & lason gan be-holde 
How that the queen it was & fiEiyre hire grette 
Anon ryght as they with this lady mette 
And sche tok hed & knew by hyre manyere 1504 

By hire aray by wordys & by chiere 
That it were gentil men of gret degre 
And to the castel with hire ledyth she 

o^. 4. 27 



Them straunge folk & doth hem gret honour 

And axeth hefli of tisnayle & labour 

That thejr han Bufieied in the aelte se 

So that with-inne a day ot two or thie 

^Aa knew hj folk tliat in Mb shepia be 

Hut it was lason fill of lenone 

And Eicoles that hadde tho grot loe 

Hiat BOUghtTn the aoentarya of Colcoa 

And deda hem honour more than be-fore 

And with hem delede eoere leugere tha mora 

ffitr they ben worthy folk with-onte lea 

And namely most ahe spak with ercolaa 

^ hym hire herte bar / he sholde be 

Sad wys & tiewe of watdya a-vyse 

TTith-oaten any othir affeooionn 

Of lone or enyl ymagynaoyann 

Tbia Ercules hath so this laaon {HAyrid 

That to the ennne he hath hym vp areyud 

That BO tcewQ a man there naa of lone 

Tndyr the cape of heae that la abone 

And he waa wis hardy aecre & ryohe 

Of theae thre poyntia there naa no man hym liche 

Of ftedom paasede he & luatyhede 

Alle tho that lyuyn & been dede 

Therto so gret a gentilman was he 

And of theeealye likly kyng to be 

There nas no lak bnt that he was agast 

To lone & for to speke shamefast 

Hym seine to mordere & deye Dwctw] 

Than that men shnde a lonere hym espye 

As wolde god that fat I hadde jeue 

Myn blod & fleech so that I myghe leue 

With nonys so that he hadde a wif 

ffor hysB estat for whiehe a lusty lyf 

Sche aholde lede with thie lusty knyght 

And al thia was compassid in the nyght 
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By-twixe hym lason & this Ercules 1544 

Of these two here was a shrewede lees 
To come to house vp-on an Innocent 
flfor to be-dote this queen was here assent 
And lason is as coy as is a mayde 1548 

He lokyth pitously but nought he sayde 
But frely jaf he to hire conseylerys 
Jiftys grete & to hire ofifiserys 

As wolde god I leyser hadde & tyme 1652 

By proces al his wowyng for to ryme 
But in this hous If ony fals louere be 
Byth as hym self doth rygh so dede he 
With feynynge & with euery subtyl dede 1566 

3e gete na more of me but ^e wele rede 
Thorigynal that tellyth al the cas 
The somme is this that lason weddit was 
Yn-to this queen & tok of it substaunce 1560 

What so hym leste onto his puruyaunce 
And vp-on hire be-gat he childeryn two 
And drow his sayl & saw hym neuere mo 
A lettere sente she to hym serteyn 1564 

Whiche were to longe to wryte & to sen 
And hym reprevith of his ontrouthe 
And preyeth on hire to haue sum routhe 
And of hire childeryn two she seyde hym this 1568 

That they ben lyk of alle thynge I-wis 
To lason save they coude nat be-gile 
And preyede to god or it were long while 
That she that hadde hire herte I-raft hire fro 1572 

Muste fyndyn hym ontrewe also 

And that sche muste bothe hire chylderyn spylle fiMf Ms^tMok] 
And alle tho that sufferede hym his wille 
And trewe to lason was she al hire lyf 1576 

And euere kepte hire chast/ as for his wif 
Ne nevere hadde she loye at hire herte 
But devede for his lone / of sorwe smerte 

Gg. 4. 87 
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To ctdcos comyn is this Due lason 15S0 

That IB of louo deuoQie & dragoun 
As matier apetitith forme alwey . 
And from forma m to forme it passyn may 
Or as a veUs that were botemelffl 1681 

Eyght so can fala lason haue no pes 
ffor to deayryn thour his apetit 
To don -with gentil wemen his delyt 

This b his lust & his folicite 1588 

lason ia romyd forth to the Cyt* 
That whilom clepid was laconitos 
That wfl^ the mays tin* toan I-elepid Colcos 
And hath I-told the cause of hii comyng 1Q92 

Vn-to Oetcs of that cimtre kjTig 
Preyinge hyiw that he muste doa his assay 
To gete the Has of gold If that b& may 
Of whiche the kyng aasentede to his bone 1 596 

And dotii l^m honour as it was to done 
So Us forth that Ms dooghter & hit ayt 
Media that was so wis & taji 

That fayrere say there neuere man with eye 1600 

He made hire don to laaon cumpaynye 
At mete & sitte by hyni in the haUe 
Kow was laaon a semely man with alle 
And lyk a lord & hadde a gret renoun 1604 

And of his lot as real as a leoun 
And goodly of his speche & familer 
And coude of loue al the craft & art pleyner 
With oute hot & eueryche obseruaunce 1608 

And as fortune hire oughte a foul myschaunce 
Sohe wez enamourrid vp-on this man 
lason quod sche for oughte I se or can 
As of this thyng of whiche je ben a-boutyn [inaf waj 1612 
3e han ^oure self put in meche doute 
ffor ho so wele this auenture acheue 
He may nat wel aatertyn as I lene 
Gg. i. ST 
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With-outyw deth but I his helpe be 1616 

But natheles it is myw wylle quod sche 
To fortheryw 30W so that 30 schal nat die 
But turnyn sound ho?n / to 30?/re tessalye 
Myn ryght lady quod this lason tho 1620 

That 3e han of myn deth or of myn wo 
Any reward & don me this honowr 
I wot wel that myn mygh ne myn labowr 
May nat disserue it in myw lyuys day 1624 

God thanke 30W there I ne can ne may 
Joure man I am & lonely 30W be-seche 
To ben my/i helpe with-oute more speche 
But sertis for myn deth schal I nat spare 1628 

Tho gan this Media to hym declare 
The pe?il of this cas from poynt to poynt 
And of his batayle & in what disioynt 
He muste stonde of whiche no cryature 1632 

Saue only she ne myghte his lyf assure 
And shortely to the poynt ryght for to go 
They been acordit ful by twixe hem two 
That lason shal hire wedde as trewe knyght 1636 

And terme set to come sone at nyght 
Vn-to hire chambir & make there hise oth 
Vp-on the goddys that he for lef or loth 
Ne shulde neuere hire false nyght ne day 1640 

To ben hire husbonde whil he lyue may 
As she that from his deth hyw sauyth here 
And here vp a nyght they mette in feere 
And doth his oth & goth with hire to bedde 1644 

And on the morwe vpward he hyw spedde 
fFor she hath taught hym how he shal nat fayle 
The fles to wywne & stynted his batayle 
And sauede hym his lyf & his honour 1648 

And gat hy7n a name ryth as a conquerour 
Eygh thour the sleyte of hire enchau[n]tement [leaf ioe, back] 
Now hath lason the fles & hom is went 

og. 4. 27 
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Bat on-wist of hire fadyr is she goa 

To Tesealy with Duk lason hire lef 

That aftyrward hat brought hire to myachsf 

ffoT as a traytour he is from hire go 

And Trith hire lafte hira jynge childere two 

And &lBely hath be-traysede hire alias 

Ab euere in lone a thef & traytoni he was 

And weddytb jit the thiedde wif aroon 

That was the doughtyx of the kyng Cieon 

This is the mede of lonyt^ & gnerdonn 

That Medya recflynyth of lason 

Kygh for hiie tteathe & toi hin kyndenasM 

Tb&t lonede faym betere than hire self I geoie 

And lafte hire f adyr & hire eiytoge 

And of lason this ia the raeseUage 

That in hise dayis naa thei non I-foonde 

So fols a looere goinge on the groa»de 

And therfore in hire lett«ra thus she seyde 

ffyrst of his falsenesae whan she hym vpbreyde 

Whi lykedo me thyn jelwe hei to se 

More than the boundya of myn oneste 

Why lykedo me thyn jouthe & thyn faymeaao 

And of thyn tunge the infynyt graciouanesae 

haddist thow in thyn conquest ded I-be 

fTal meche ontrouthe hadde deyed with the 

Wei can ouyde hire letters in vers endyte 

Whiche were as now to longe for me to wiyte 
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[ THE LEGEND OF LUCEECE.] 

^m "^^Ow mote I seyn the exilynge of kywgis 1680 

1^^ Of Eome for here orible doingis 

I ^ Of the laste kyng Tarquinius 
^ 1 As seyth Ouyde & Titus Lyuius 
But for that cause ne telle I nat this storye Deaf 467] 1684 
But for to preyese & drawe to me memorye 
The verry wif the verry trewe lucresse 
That for hyre wifhod & hire stedefastnesse 
Nat only for these Payenys hire comende 1688 

But he that clepid is in oure legende 
The grete Austyn hath gret compassioim 
Of this lucresse that starf at rome \omi 
And in what wise I wele but shortely trete 1692 

And of al this thyng / & tuche but the grete 
Whan Ardea be-seged was aboute 
With romeynys that ftd sterne were & stoute 
flful longe lay the sege & lytil wroughten 1696 

So that they were half Idyl as hem thou3ten 
And in his pley tarquinit^^ the jonge 
Gan for to lape for he was lyght of tunge 
And seyde it was an ydil lyf 1700 

No man dide there no more thaw his wif 
And lat vs speke of weyuys & that is best 
Preyse euery man his owene as hym lest 
And with oure speche lat vs ese oure herte 1704 

A knyght that highte Colatyn vp sterte 
And seyde thus nay sire it is no nede 
To trowyw on the word but on the dede 
I haue a wif qwod he that as I trowe 1708 

I holdyw good of alle that euere hire knows 
Go we to nyght to rome & we shal se 
Tarquinius answerde that likyth me 
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To rome be they come & faate hem dyghte 1712 

To Colatynys how* / Ss doun they lyghte 

TarqniBiuB & ek this Colatjn 

The husbonde knew the estris wel & fyn 

And fd pn'uyly in-to tha houa they gon 1716 

Sot at the jote poit«r nas there non 

And at the ohambre do re they gan abyda 

Thia noblo wif sat by hire beddys side 

Diflcheuele for no maleyce ahe ne thoughte 1720 

And eol'te woUe aeyth thiit she wroughte 

To kepe hire from slouthe & Idilnesse [iwrtni. laci] 

And bad hire seriiaujitia don hire besynesao 

And axith hejii what tydyngis heryn je 1 724 

How sejth men of the sege how shal it ba 

God wolde the wal were falle adoun 

My;) husboiide is so longe out of this toun 

Sat which tho druda doth me so sore smerte 1728 

That with a swerd me tliy;ikyth that to rayn herte 

It 8ty»gith me whai; I thynke on that plnce 

God sane myn lord I preye hywi for his grace 

And ther-with-al ful tendirly fclie wep 1732 

And of hire werk tok no more no kep 

And mukely hyre eyen lot she falle 

And tilke semblau[7i]t sat hire wel with-alle 

And hire tens ful of oneste 1736 

Emblemyachid hire wifly chaatite 

And with that word hire husbonde colatyn 

Or she was war come stertynge In 

And seyde drede the nat for I am here 1740 

And ahe a-non vp roa with blysf ul chere 

Hyre cuntenaujice is to hire herte dygne ElTou^^'tt) 

ffor they acorde bothe in dede & aygne 

And kiate hym as of wiuys is the wone 1744 

TarquiniiM thia proude kyngis sone 

Conaeyuede hath hire beute & hyre oheere 

Hire jelwe her hire shap & hire manere 
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Hire hew liire wordifl that she hath compleynyd 1748 

And by no craft hire beute nas nat feynyd 
And caughte to this lady swich desyr 
That in his herte brende as any fer 

So wodly that his wit is al forgetyn 1752 

Ifor he woste wel she wolde nat ben getyn 
And ay the more that he was in dispayr 
The more coueyth hire & thoughte hire fayr 
This blynde lust was al his coueytywge 1756 

A morwe whan the brid be-ga?i to sywge 
Vn-to the sege he comyth ful pyi'uily 
And by hym self he walkyfch sobirly 
Thymage of hire recordywge alwey newe [leaf 468] 1760 
Thus lay hire her / & thus frosch was hyre hewe 
Thus sat thus spak thus span thus was hire chere 
Thus fayr sche was & thus was hire manere 
Al this conseit hys herte hath now I-take 1764 

And as the se with tempest al to-shake 
}it aftyr whan the storm is al a gou 
3it wele the watyr quappe a day or two 
Kygh so thow that hire forme were absent 1768 

The plesauwce of hire forme was present 
Natheles nat plesauwce but delit 
Or an onrighful talent with dispit 

ftbr maugre hyre she schal myn leman be 1772 

Hap helpith hardy man alday quod he 
What ende that I make it shal be so 
And gerte hym with his swerd & gan to go 
And forth he rit til he to rome is come 1776 

And al a-lone his weye hathe he nome 
Vn-to the hous of Colatyn ful ryght 
Doun was the sonne & day hath lost hire lyght 
And in he comyth in to a pnue halk 1780 

And in the nyght ful thefly gan he stalk 
Whan enety wight was to his reste braught 
Ne no "Wight hadde of tresou?i swich a thought 
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Were it by yrj«dow or by otbyr gyn 

With sverd diawe shortly lie come In 

There as sche lay the noble wif luciease 

And as she wok hire bed she felte presae 

What beats quod ohe ia that weyeth thtu 

I am the kyngia sone tarquinitM 

Quod be bnt & thow ciye oi neyse make 

Or If there ony creatnre awake 

By thilke god that formede man a lyue 

This Bwerd thour out thyn. herte shal I ryne 

And theiwith al in to hire throte he aterte 

And eette the poynt al shaip vp-on hire herte 

Ko word she spak ahe hath no myght theito 

What ahal ahe aeyn hire wit ia al ago 

Eytht aa a wolf that fynt a lomb a lone [inf v 

To whom shal she compleyne or make mone 

What shal ahe fyghte with an hardy knyght 

Wei wot men that a woman hath no myght 

What ahal she orye or how ahal ahe asterte 

That hast hire by the throto with a awerd at hcrto 

She axeth grace & seyth al that she can 

Ife wilt thow nat qwod he this crewol man 

As wisely lapitec myn aonle sawe 

As I shal in the stable slcn thyn knawe 

And ley hyjn In thyn bed & loude crye 

That I the fynde In auouterye 

And thus thow shalt be dod & also leae 

Thy?! name for thow shalt non othir chese 

These Eomeyn wyuys louede so here name 

At like tyme & dredde so here shame 

That what for fer of sclaundere & drede of deth 

Sche loste at onya bothe wit & breth 

And in a swo' she lay & wex so ded P f jtslj 

Men myghte smyte of hire arm or bed 

Sche felyth no thyng neythii foul ne fayr 

Tarquinius that art a kyngis Ayr 
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And sholdist as be lynage & be ryght 1820 

Don as a lord & as a worthi knyght 

Whi hast tow don dispit to chiualiye 

Whi hast thow don this lady vilanye 

Alias of the this was a vileyn dede 1824 

But now to purpos in the story I rede 

Wha7i this was gon & this myschaunce befalle 

This lady sente aftyr hire frendis alle 

flEbdyr modyr husbonde alle In feere 1828 

And al discheuele with hire herys cleere 

In abit swich as wemen vsyn tho 

Vn-to the buryinge of hire frendys go 

Sche sit In halle with a sorweful sighte 1832 

Hyre fryndys axen what hire eylyn myghte 

■ 

And who was ded & she sit ay wepywge 

A word for shame forth ne myght she brynge^ 

[Xe vpoii hem / she durste nat beholde JL^JfcJ^^Jrir 

But atte last of Tarquyny / she hem tolde u^fS^ZT'^^'"^ 

This rewf ul case / and al thys thing horryble [leaf los] 

The woo to telle / hyt were impossible 

That she and al hir frendes / make attones 1840 

Al had folkes hertys / befi of stones 

Hyt myght have maked hem / vpon hir re we 

Hir hert was so wyfely / and so trewe 

She sayde that for hir gylt / ne for hir blame 1844 

Hir husbonde shulde nat haue / the foule name 

That nolde she suflfre / by no wey 

And they vnswerde alle / vn-to hir fey 

That they for-gaf hyt hyr / for hyt was ryght* 1848 

Hyt was no gilt / hit lay not in hir myghte 

And seyden hir ensamples / many ooil 

But al for noghf / for thus she seyde anooil 

Be as be may quod she / of forgyfynge 1852 

Y wol not haue noo forgyft / for no-thinge 

But pryvely she kaughf / forthe a knyfe 

And therwitli-alle / she rafte hir selfe hir lyfe 
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And as she felle adoun / she kaate hir loke 

And of hir clothes / ^et hede she toke 

For is hir fallynge / yet she had caie 

Lest that hir fete / or euche thynge lay bare 

So vel she loved clennease / and eke trouthe 

Of hir had al the tovne / of Borne lonthe 

And BmtuB hatii / by hir ohaste bloode swoira 

That Tarquyny shnlde / ybanysshed be the^foTe 

And al hys kynne / and let the peple calle 

And openly the tale / he tolde hem alle 

And openly let cary her / oA a here 

Thnig^ al the tovne / that meft may see and here 

The hoiryble dede / of hir opivesseofl 

ITe never was thei kyng / in BoUe tovll 

Syfl thiike day / and she iraa holdeO there 

A seynt and ener hir day / y-halwed dete 

As in hii' lawe / and thna ^detb Inciesse 

The noble wyfe / I^ms berytK wittnesse 

I telle hyt for she was / of love so trewe [im 

2Te in hir wille / ehe channged for no newe 

And ia hir stable hert / aadde and kynde nma 

That in these wymmen) / meft may alday fymlo 

Ther as they kaste hir hert / there it duelleth 

For wbI I wot / that criste him-self telleth 

That in Israel / as wyde as is the londe 

That 80 grete feythe / in al the londe he ne londe 

As in a womaa / this is no lye 

And as of wome& loketfi which tirannye 

They doofl alday / assay hem who so lyste 

The treweat ya ful brotil / for to triste. 



I 
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[VI.] 

[ THE LEGEND OF ARIADNE.] 

Vge infernal / Mynos of grece kynge 
Now cometfe thy lotte / now comestow oil the rynge 
Nat oonly for thy sake / writefi ys this story 1888 
But for to clepe ageyn vn-to memory 
Of Theseus the grete / vntrewe of love 
Eor which the goddis / of heven above 1891 

Ben wrothe / and wreche han take / for thy syniie 
Be rede for shame / now I thy lyfe begynne 
Mynos that was / the myghty kynge of Crete 

That whafl an hundred / Citees stronge and grete 

To scole hath sent / hys sone Androgius 189G 

To Athenes / of the which hyt happeth thus 

That he was slayne / lemynge philosophie 

Ryghf in that Citee / nat but for envye 

The grete Mynos / of the whiche I speke 1900 

Hys sones dethe / ys come for to wreke 

And the Citee besegeth / harde and longe 

But natheles the waUes / be so stronge 

And Nysus / that was kynge of that Citee 1904 

So chevalrouse / that lytel dredeth he 

Of Mynos or hys Oste / toke he no cure 

Til ofl a day / befel an aventure^] i^Bndcf the Fairfiut extract.^ 

That nysus doughtyr stod vp-on the wal [leaf 470] 1908 

And of the sege saw the man^ al 

So happid it that at a scarmuchy/zg 

She caughte hyre herte vp-on Mynos the kyng 

ffor his beute & for his chyualrye 1912 

So sore that she wende for to deye 

And shortely of this proces for to pace 

She made Mynos wynnyw tilke place 

So that the site was al at his wille 1916 

To sauy?i hem hym leste or ellis spiUe 
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But wikkedely be qnitte Mie kyndenesae 
And let tdie dienche in sotwe & in distiesse 
Sere that the goddis hadde of hire pite 
Bat that tale were to looge aa now for me 

I 

MO gap in the MS.^ 

Bat thia theffect that Mynoa hath so dnayn 

Hem of Athenys that they mot hyt» ymjn 

fttam jei to jer hire oweno ohilderyn den 

ffor to be slayn righ aa je shal here 

This Ujnos hadde a monetre a wekede beat 

That waa ao crewel that with-oate treat 

Whan that a man was bionjt in hia presence 

He wolde hym ete thet helpith no defence 

And eaerj thiedde with oute doate 

They caate lot & ae it fil a-boute 

On tiche or pore ha muste his sons take 

And of his child he muste present make 

To Theeena to save hynt or to apylle 

Or lets his beste denouie hym at hta wille 

And this hath Mynos don ryght In dispit 

To wreke his sone waa sat al hia delyt 

And makyn hem of Athenys his tliral 

firom jer to 5er wbil that he leuyn shal 

And horn he saylyth whan the toun is wonne 

This wekede custome is so longe I-ronne 

Til that of Athenys kyng Eegens 

Mote syndyn his owene sone Theseus 

Sithe that the lot is faUyn hym vp-on 

To ben deuouryd for grace is there non 

And forth is gon this woful jonge knght [lurtji 

Onto the court of kyng Mynos ful ryght 

And in-to a prysonn feterid cast is he 

Tyl the ilke tyme he shulde ftetya be 

Wei maystow wepe o wofnl tbesyus 

That art a kyngis sone & dampned thus 
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Me thy7ikith thus that thow were depe I-holde 
To hym that savede the horn cans colde 
And If now ony woman helpe the 1956 

Wei aughtist tow hire 8eruau[ii]t for to be 
And ben hire trewe louere ^er be jer 
But now to come ageyn to myn matyr 
The tour there as this thesyus is throwe 1960 

Doun in the boteme dyrk & wondyr lowe 
Was loynynge in the wal to a foreyne 
And it was longywge to the doughteryw tweyno 
Of Thesii^ that in hire chaumberys grete 1964 

Dwelledyn abowe toward the maystyr strete 
Of Athenys in loye & in solas / 
Not I not how it happid par cas 

As Thesyus compleynede hym be nyghte 1968 

The kyngis doughtcr Adryane that highte 
And ek hire systyr ffedra herdyn al 
His co?7ipleynywge as they stodyw on the wal 
And lokedyw vp-on the bryghe mono 1972 

Hem leste nat to gone to bedde sone 
And of his wo they haddyTi cowpassioun 
A kyngis sone to ben In swich a prysoun 
And ben deuoured thoughte hem gret pete 1976 

This Adryane spak to hire systeryn fre 
And seyde leue systyr Phedra dere 
This woful lordys sone may ^e nat here 
How pito2^1y compleynyth he his kyn 1980 

And ek his pouere astat that he is In 
And giltles now certeyn it is routhe 
And If 3e wele assentyn by mjn trouthe 
He shal ben holpyw how so euere we do 1984 

Phedra answerde I-wis me is as wo 

flfor hym as euere I was for man [leafirij 

And to his helpe the beste red I can 
Is that we do the gayler pt'tuyly 1988 

To come & speke with vs hastily 
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And don this woful man with hjm to come 
ffoi If lie may this monstre ouarcome 
nianne were he qujt tlier is iion othu bote 
Xat Ts wel taste hym at his herte lote 
If BO 1h that he a wepene have 
Where that he dar hiB lyC to kepe & aaue 
ffyghtyn with the fend & hjm defende 
ffor In the pryaoon ther he shal dessende 
Je wete wel that the beste ia in a place 
That ajB nat derk / & hath bothe loum & space 
And wilde an az or swerd oi stof oi kyiif 
go that me thynl^yth he ahnlde save h is lyf 
If that he be a man he ehol don ao 
And we ahul make hym ballw ek also 
Of wax Se tow / that whan he gapith faate 
In to the beatiB thiote he ahal hem cwte 
To slake his hungii & encombre his t«tb 
And right s-non what that Theayns seth 
The beete Achokid he shal as bym lepn 
And slen hym as they comyn more to hepe 
< Tbis wepne sbal the gayler or that tyde 

!■ fful pn'uyly with-inne the prysoun hyde 

;l And for the houe ia kiynkeled two & fro 

I And hath so queynte weyia for to go 

^ ffor it is shapyn as the mase ia wrought 

STherto haue I a remedye In myn thought 
That by a ciewe of twyn aa he hath gon 
1^ The same weye he may retuine a-non 

}. Ifolwynge alwey the thred aa he hath come 

And whan that he this beate bathe ouercome 
Thanne may be £en a-wey out of this drede 
And ek the gayler may he with hym lede 
And bym auaunce at horn In bis cimtie [ii 

Syn that so gret a lordia sone is he 
This ia myn red If that he dare it take 
What eholde I lougere sarmoun of it make 
^^^ i. -n 
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This gayler corny th <fe with hym TLesyus 
And wha7i these thy;igis ben a-cordit thus 
Adouw sit Thesyus vp-on his kne 2028 

The rygh lady of myw lyf qwod he 
I sorweful man dampnede to the deth 
ffro 30W whil that me lestyth lyf or breth 
I wil nat t Wynne aftyr this auenture 2032 

But in 30ure servise thus I wele endure 
That as a wreche vnknowe I wele 30W serve 
ffor euere mo til that niyw herte sterue 
fforsake I wele at hom myw herytage 2036 

And as I seyde ben of 30019 court a page 
If 30 vouche saf that in this place 
Je graunte me to han so gret a grace 
That I may han nat but myw mete & drynk 2040 

And for rajn sustenau7zce 3it wele I swynk 
Eygh as 30W leste that Mynos ne no wight 
Syn that he saw me neuere with eye syght 
Ne non ellis shal me cu/ine espye 2044 

So slyly & so wel I shal me gye 
And me so wel disfigure & so lowe 
That in this world ther shal no man me knows 
To ban myn lyf & for to han presence 2048 

Of 30W that don me this excellence 
And to myn fadyr shal I sende hir 
This worthi man that is now 3oure gayler 
And hyw to gwerdone that he shal wel be 2052 

On of the gretteste man of myn cuwtre 
And If I durste seyn myn lady bryght 
I am a kyngis sone & ek a knyght 

So wolde god K that it myghte be 2066 

Je weryn In myn cuwtre alle thre 
And I with 30W to bere 30W compaignye 
Thawne shulde je se If that I therof lye 
And If I profre jow In low manere Deaf 472] 2060 

To ben 3oure page & seruyn 30W ryght here 
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Bat I jow serve as louly In that place 
I praye to Mais so jeoe jow Bvricli a grace 
Hist eliamye deth on me than mote falle 
And deth & porerte to mynne frendya alle 
And that myn q>irit be nyghte mote go 
Aftyr myn deth & wolke two & iro 
That I mote of traytour haae a name 
fior whiche myn sprit goth to do me shame 
And If I ea«re cleyme othir d^^ 
Bat If }e Tooohe saf to jeae it me 
And I haue seyd of shamys deth I deye 
And mercy lady I can nat ellw eeye 
A semely knyght was theeiiM to «e 
And jong but of a twenty )it & thre 
But ho BO hadde seyn his cnntenaunce 
Ne wolde a wept for routhe of his penannce 
ffor which this Adiyane In this manere 
Answerde hym to his profre & to his chero 
A fcyngis soue & ek a knyght CLUod ebe 
To ben myn seruaunt in so low degre 
God shilde it for the shame of women alle 
And lene me neuere swich a caa be-falle 
But synde jow grace of slyghte & herto also 
3ow to defende & knyghtly slen joure fo 
And leue here aftyr that I may ^ow fynde 
To me & to myn systet here so kynde 
That I repente nat to ^eue the lyf 
3it were it betere that I were joure wyf 
Syn that ;e ben as gentil bom as I 
And hauyn a reume nat but faate by 
TiiBn that I sufierede gilUes jow sterve 
Or that I let jow as a p^e seme 
It nys no profre as on to joure kynrede 
But what is that men nyl don for drede 
An to myn systyr syn that it Is so 
That she mot gon with me If that I go 
Og. *. 27 
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Or ellis suffere deth as wel as I De«rf*78.backj 

That 36 vnto 30ure sone as trewely 

Don hire ben weddit at jowre horn comyng 2100 

This is the fenal ende of al this thyng 
3e swere it here vp-on al that may be sworen 
3a lady myw quod he or ellis torn 

Mote I be with the mynatowr to morwe 2104 

And hauyth here of myw herte blod to borwo 
If that 3e wele If I hadde knyf or spere 
I wele it latyw out & theron swere 

ffor tharzne at erst I wot 30 wele me leue 2108 

By Mars that is the chif of myn beleue 
So that I myghte leuyw & nat fayle 
To morwe for tacheue myw batayle 

I wolde neuere from this place fle 2112 

Til that 3e shulde the verray preue so 
ffor now If that the sothe I shal 30W say 
I haue I-louyd 30W ful manye a day 
Thow 3e ne wiste it nat in myn cuntre 2116 

And aldermost desirede jow to se 
Of any erthely leuywge creature 
Vp-on mjn trouthe I swere & 30W ensure 
This seuene jer I haue 30ure seruauTit be 2120 

Xow haue I 30W & also haue 36 me 
Myn dere herte of Athenys duchesse 
This lady smylith at his stedefastnesse 
And at his hertely wordis & his chere 2124 

And to hyre sistyr seyde in this mane[re] 
Al softely systyr myn quod she 
Now be we duchessis bothe I & 30 

And sekerede to the regalys of Athenys 2128 

And bothe hereafter likly to ben quenya 
And sauyd from his deth a kyngis sone 
As euere of gentil wemen is the wone 
To saue a gentyl man emforth hire myght 2132 

In honest cause & namely In his ryght 
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Me th^Mkyth no wiglit oughte herof vs blame 

No beryn vb therfore an euyl name 

And ehortely of this mater for to makc^ [luriri] 

Thia thesiiM hath of hire leue take 

And Bnery poynt was performed In dedo 

Aa )e han In this couenannt herd me reUe 

His wepne bis cleTre his thjng that I Ikaue aayd 

Was by the gaylei in tbe hoos I-leyd 

1b«t as the Mynatour hath bis dweUyng 

Rygh faste by the dore at his entryng 

And Theeyus is lad onto hia deth 

And forth vnto thia mynatour he getli 

And by the tocbynge of this Adryane 

He ouercom this beste & vas bis ban 

And out be comytb by tbe clewe a-gayu 

ffol priuyly vhan he this beste batb elayii 

And by tbe gayler getyn hatb a barge 

And of his wyuys treeor gan it cbaige 

And tok his wif & ek hire sistyr &e 

And ek the gayler & with bym alle tbre 

la stole a-wey out of the lond be nygbte 

And to the cuntre of Ennepye hy»« dygbta 

There as be badde a frend of hie knowynge 

There feste they there daunce tbey & synge 

And in hise armys bat this adryane 

That of tbe beste bat kept bym from hia bane 

And gat byw there a newe barge a-non 

And of bis cuntre folk a ful gret won 

And takyth his leue & homward saylytb he 

And in an yie amyd tbe wilde se 

Ther as there dwellede cryatur non 

Saue wilde bestis & that ful manyon 

He made his ship a londe for to sette 

And in that yle half a day he lette 

And eeyde that on tbe tond be muste byi« reste 

Hia maryneria ban dou rygb as hym leete 
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And forth to tellyw shortly in this cas 
Whaw adryane his wif a slepe was 

ffor that hire systyr fayrere was than she 2172 

He takyth hire In his hond & forth goth he 
To shepe & as a traytour stal his way peaf 47«, back] 

Whil that this adryane a slepe lay 

And to his cuntreward he saylith swythe 2176 

A twenty deuelewey the wynd hym dryue 
And fond his fadyr drenchid in the se 
Me leste no more to speke of }yjm parde 
These false louerys poysouw he here bane 2180 

But I wele tume a-geyn to Adryane 
That Is with slep with werynesse a-take 
fful sorwefully hire herte may a-wake 
Alias for the myn herte hath now pete 2184 

Ryght in the dawywnyng awakyth she 
And graspith In the bed & fond ryght nought 
Alias qwod she that euere that I was wrought 
I am betrayed & al hire her to-rent 2188 

And to the strowde barefot faste she went 
And cryede Thesi?^^ myn herte swete 
Where be 3e that I may nat with 30W mete 
And myghte thus with bestys ben I-slayn 2192 

The holwe rokkis answerden hire a-gayn 
No man she saw & jit shynede the mone 
And hye vp-on a rokke she wente sone 
And saw his barge saylywge in the se 2196 

Cold wex hire herte & rygh thus seyde she 
Mekere than je fynde I the bestis wilde 
Hadde he nat synne that hire thus be-gylid 
She cryede o tume ageyn for routhe & synne 2200 

Thyw barge hath nat al his myne Inne 
Hire couerchif vp-on a pole stekede she 
Ascaunce that he shulde it wel I-se 

And h.ym remewbre that she was be-hywde 2204 

And turne a-geyn <fe on the stronde hire fywde 
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Bnt al for nought his veye he la t-gon 

Adonn she fyl aswoune vp-on a aUm 

And Yp slLe rysith Sc kyssith in ul hire care 

The ateppis of hie fet thet he hath fare 

And to hire bed ryght thus spekyth Ibo 

Tow bed quod ahe that baat recejuyd two 

Thow shat answere of two & nat of on [1m 

Where is thyn grettere part awey 1-gon 

Alias where shal I wreche wight become 

ffoi thow so be that boot her^ ne coTie 

Horn to myn cuntie dare I nat for drede 

I can myn eelae In this cas nat rede 

What ahulde I more telle hire coi?iploynyrago 

It IB BO kii^; it were an beny tbynge 

In hire epiatil Noso tellyth al 

Bat Bhortly to the ende I telle aha) 

The goddys ban hire holpyn for pite 

And in the aigne of taunu men may se 

The atonya of hire Corone ahyne clere 

I wele no more epeke of this matecre 

But thus this false louere can begyle 

His trewe loue the deuyl quyte hywt hia while 



[VIL] 
[THE LEGEND OF PHILOMENE.] 

THow jeuere of the formys that hast wrought 2228 
Tliis fayre world & bar it In thyn thought 
Etemaly er thow thyw werk beganne 
Why madist thow on to the SlauJidere of man 
Or al be that it was nat thyn doinge 2232 

Aa for that fyn to make ewich a thynge 
Whi sufferist thow that tsreus was bore 
That is In. loue so fala & bo forswore 
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That from this world vp to the ferste heuene 2236 

Coruptyh whan that folk his name nemene 

And as to me so gresely was his dede 

That wha7^ that I his foule storye rede 

Mywne eyen wexe foule & sore also 2240 

Jit lestyth the venym of so longe ago 

That it enfectyth hyw that wele be-holde 

The storye of Theriw5 of whiche I tolde 

Of trace was ho lord & kyn to Marte 2244 

The crewel god that stant with blody darte. 

And weddid hadde he with a blysful cheere n«a^*7*.back] 

Kyng pandionys fayre doughtyr dere 

That highte Progne flowr of that cuwtre 2248 

Thow lune lyst nat at the feste to be 

Ne Imeneus that god of wedyng is 

But at the feste redy ben I-wis 

The furies thre with al here mortal brond 2252 

The oule al nyght a-boute te balkis wond 

That prophete is of wo & of myschaunce 

This reuel f ul of song & ek of dauwce 

Laste a fortenyght or lytil lasse 2256 

But shortely of this story for to passe 

fFor I am wery of hym for to telle 

ffyue 3er his wif & he to-gedere dwelle 

Til on a day she gan so sore longe 2260 

To sen hire sistyr that she say nat longe 

That for desyr she nyste what to seye 

But to hire husbonde be-gan she for to preye 

ffor godys lone that she muste onys gon 2264 

Hyre systyr for to se & come arnon 

Or ellw but she must with hire wende 

She preyeth hyw ho wolde after hire synde 

And this was day be day al hire preyere 2268 

With humblesse of wif hod word & ohere 

This Th^iiua let make hise shepis ^are 

And In-to grece hymself is forth I-fare 
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Vn-to his fedjT in lawe gan he preye 

To Touche saf tliat for a monytli or tweye 

That Philomene hia wyuyB syatyr myghte 

On Pregae his wyf myghte onys lian a syghle 

And she shal come to jovr a-geyn a-non 

Myn self with hyre wele bothe come & gon 

And aa myn hertis lyf I wele hire kepe 

This olde pandioa this kyog gan wepe 

ffbr tendimesse of herte for to leue 

Hia doughtyi gon & for to jeue hire leue 

Of al thia world he louyth no tliyng so 

But at the laste lene hath she to go 

ffor philomene with aalte teria elce nwf *7bi 

Gan of hire fiulyr grace to beseke 

To sen hire ayatyr that she lovith so 

And hym embMsyth with hire Drmys two 

And therwithal so jong & i«jx w.ia she 

That whan that Therena saw hire beate 

And of aray that there waa non hire lyche 

And )it of Beute was she two so ryche 

He caste hia fery herte vp-on hyre bo 

That he wil haue hir how ao euere he do 

And with hise wilis he so fayre hire preyedo 

Tyl at the laste pandyon thus eeyde 

!Now sone quod he that art to me so dere 

I the be-take my» jonge doughtw here 

That beryth the keye of al myn herfes lyf 

And gret me wel myn dough t«r & thyn wif 

And 5if hire leue eumtyme for to pleye 

That she may sen me onys er I deye 

And sothly he hath mad hym riche feste 

And to hise folk the moste & ek the leste 

That with hym com & jaf hym jiftys grete 

And hym conueyeth'thowr the mayate/ strete 

Of Athenes & to the se hym broujte 

And tumyth horn no maleyce he ne thoughte 
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The oris pullyn forth the vessel faste 2308 

And in-to trace aryuyth at the lasts 
And vp in-to a forest he hire ledde 

And to a kaaue^ pryuyly hym spedde p>ir«^knaue] 

And in this dirke caue If hir leste 2312 

Or leste nat he bad hire for to rests 
ftbr whiche hire herte aros & seyde thus 
Were is my?^ sistyr brothir Tireus 

And therwith al she wepte tendyrly 2316 

And quok for fere pale & pitously 
Eyth as the lamb that of the wolf is bityn 
Or as the Culuer that of the egls is smstyn 
And is out of his clawis forth escapid 2320 

Jit / it is aferyd & a-whapid 

List it be hent eft sonys so that she p«af 475, back] 

But vttyrly it may non othyr be 

By force hat he this traytowr don that deds 2324 

That he hath reft hire of hire maydywhede 
Maugre hire hed by strenthe & by hiss myght 
Lo here a dede of men & that a ryght 
Sche cryeth systyr with ful loude a steuens 2328 

And fad3rr ders & help me god in hsuene 
Al helpith nat & jit this false thef 
Hath don this lady jit a more myschef 
ffor fere lyst she shulde his shame crye 2332 

And don hjm opywly a vilenye 
And with his swerd hire tonge of keruyth he 
And in a castel made hire for to be 

fful pryuyly in prisouw euere more 2336 

And kepte hire to his vsage Ss his store 2337 

So that she myghts hjm neueremore asterte 2338 

O sely Philomene wo is thyw herte 2339 

God wreke the & sende the thyn bone 2340 

Now is it tyme I make an ende sone 
This tereus / Is to his wif I-come 

And in his armys hath his wif I-nome 2343 
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And {>itoivIy he wep & Ehok Lis hcd 

And swor that he say his sistyr ded 

ffor which this aely pr^^gne hath awkh wo 

That jiygh hire sorwcful herte brak a two 

And thus In terya lete I Progne dwella 

And of hire sistyr forth I wele jow telle 

ThiB ■woful lady lernetie hadde in ^ouglite 

So that ahs werkyn & enhroude couthe 

And weuyn in hire stol the radynore 

Ax it of wemyn hath he woiiid jote 

And sothly for to seyne she hndde hire fills 

Of mete & drynk & clothyng at hire willa 

She coiide ri'dw & wel I-now endyto 

But with a penne cotide aho nat wryte 

But letterya ocmde she weue two & &o 

So that by the jer was al a-go 

She hodde T-wouyii Tn a stamyn large [irar« 

How she was brough from Athenys iii a Barge 

And In a caue how that she was browt 

And al the thyng that Terens liath wrought 

She waf it wel & wrot the atoryn a-iroue 

How she wa^ seruyd for hire sysldcis loue 

And to a knave a ryng eho ^nf a-non 

And preycde hym with ai^iiya to gen 

Vn-to the queen & beryn hir that cloth 

And be signys swor hyjn manye an oth 

She wolde hyin jeuyn what she getyn niygbte 

This knave a-non on to the qene' liym dyghte p 

And tok it hire & al the manei- hire tolde 

And whan that progne liath this thing be-holde 

No word she spak for sotwe & ek for rage 

Butfeynede hire to gon on pilgrymage 

To BacMs temple & In a litil atounde 

Hire dombe sistyr sittynge hath she foumde 

"Wepynge In the castel here a-lone 

Alias the compleynt the wo & the mone 



PAR.-TEXT 386 
LEGEND OF GOOD WOME^T. MS, Gg. 4. 27, CAMB, 283 

That Progne vp-on hire doumbe systyr makyth 2380 

In armys euerych of he?^ othir takyth 

And thus I late he^n in here sorwe dwelle 

The reinenau[?i]t is no charg® for to telle 

ffor this is al & som thus was she seruyd 2384 

riiat neuere harm a-gilte ne deseruyd 

On to this crewel man that she of wiste 

3e may ben war of men If that 30W leste 

fFor al be that he wil nat for his shame 2388 

Don so as Tereus to lese his name 

Ne serve 30W as a morderour or a knaue 

fful lytil while shal ^e trewe hym haue 

That wele I seyn al were he now my» brothir 2392 

But it so be that he may haue non othir 



[vni.] 

[THE LEGEND OF PHILLIS.] 

BY prof as wel as bi autorite [loaf 476, bade] 

That weked freut comyth o wekid tre 
That m[a]y ye wete If that like 30W 2396 

But for this ende I speke this as now 
To tellen 30W of false demophon 
In loue a falsere herde I neuere non 

But If it were his fadyr theseus 2400 

God for his grace from swich on kepe vs 
Thus may these wemen preyen that it here 
Now to the effect tume I of myn mateie 
Destroyed is of troye the cete 2404 

This Demophom comyth seylynge In the se 
Toward Athenys to his paleye large 
With hjm come manye a ship & manye a barge 
fful of his folk of whiche ful many on 2408 

Is wouwdit sore & sek & wo begon 
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As thoy han at thasege louge I-leyn 

Bj-hywie hjm come a wjnd & ek a reyu 

That ahof so sore hia eayl ne myghte stonde ' 

Hym were leut^re than al the world a lunde 

So huntith hjm the tempest to & fro 

So derk it waa he coude nuwci go 

And with a wawe brostyn waa his atere 2 

Kia ahip waa rent so lowe in swich nuinere 

That Carpeotir uc coudo it nat a-menjtj 

The se by nyghte as ony torche it brende 

ffor wod & possith hyiH now vp now douii 2 

Til nepttmo hath of hyin compaasioun 

And Thetis. Thorns. Triton. & they aUe 

And madyyi hyui vp-on u lund to falls 

Wherof that Philiis lady was & q^ueen 2'. 

Ligurges dough tur fayrere on to aen. 

Than ia the Hour a-geyn the bryghte aunne 

Vnnethe ia Demopbon to londe I-wunne 

Wayk & ek wery & hia folk forpynnyd 2i 

Of werynesse & also enfaiiiynyd 

That to the doth he almost was I-drevyn 

Hiae wise folk to conseyl han hym ;euyiii 

To soke helpe & soconr of the quien (iwf tn] 2'. 

And loke what his grace myghte bien 

And makyn In that lond Bwn cheuyBau[n]ce 

To kepyn hym from wo & fro niysohaunco 

ffor ayk he waa & almost at the deth 2; 

Vnnethe myghe he speke or drawe hia breth 

And lyth In rodopeya hym for to reate 

"Whaji he may walke hym thoute it was the beste 

Vn-to the court to aekyn for eocour Qi 

Men knewyn hym wel & dedyn hym honour 

tfor of Athenys deuk & lord waa he 

As theayns his fadyr hadde be 

That In his tyme waa of gret renoun 3j 

No man so gret of al the regyoun 
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And lyk his fadyf of face & of stature 
And fals of loue It com hym of nature 
As doth the fox Eenard the foxis sone 2448 

Of kynde he coude his owene faderys wone 
With-oute lore as can a di'ake sweme 
Whan it is caught & caryed to the brymme 
This honurable Philes doth hym Chere 2452 

Hire likith wel his port & his manere 
But for I am agrotyed here byfom 
To wryte of hem that ben In loue for-swom 
And ek to hasty w me In my/i legends 2456 

Which to pey'forme god me grace sende 
Therfore I passe shortly In this wyse 
Je han wel herd of Theseus deuyse 

In the be-traysy/ige of fayre adryane 2460 

That of hire pite kepte him from his bane 
At shorte wordis ryth so Demophon 
The same weye the same path hath gon 
That dide his false fadyr Thesyus 2464 

ffor vn-to philia hath he sworyn thus 
To weddyn hire & hire his treuthe plyte 
And pikid of hire al the good he myghte 
Whan he was hoi & sound & hadde his reste 2468 

And don with Philus what so that hywi leste 
As wel coude I If that me leste so [leaf 477, baokj 

Telly n his doynge to & fro 

He seyde vnto his cuntre muste he sayle 2472 

ffor there he wolde hire weddywge aparayle 
As fel to hire honour Ss his also 
And opy?ili he tok his leue tho 

And hath hire sworn he wolde nat soiome 2476 

But In a monyth he wolde ageyn retome 
And In that lond let make his ordenauTtce 
As verray lord & tok the obeysauwce 
Wel & homly & let his shepis dighte 2480 

And hom he goth the nexte weye he myghte 
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Bar on to philis jit ne come lie nought 

Ami that hath she so harde & sore abough[t] 

Allaa that as the storye vs recordith 248* 

She wus hiie owene deth ryght with a-oorde 

■Whan Ihat she saw that Demophoii hiie tntyede 

Hut to hywi ferat she wrot & fasto she prayede 

He woldc come & hire delyuei-e of peyna 2488 

As I reheroe shal a word or tweyne 

Me lyate nat voucLe aaf on hyi» to awyiike 

Nb sptnde oil hym a penne ful of ynka 

ffor fals III loue wiis he rygh aa his syro 2492 

The deiiyl aettc bote soules hothe a fere 

But of thb lettere of Philis wele I wryte 

A word or two al thow it bo but lyte 

OetesBe thyii qi/od she demophon 2496 

Thyn Philia whiche that ia so wo begon 

Of rodepeyre vp-on j m t omj-leyne 

Ou«- the ternie sett 1 j tw x tweyne 

That ye ne holde f wa d that je seyda SBOO 

3oure anker thiit } I ? 1 le leyde 

Hyglite vs that j Id > rat of douto [i /ur.cj 

Or that thu mone weiite onya a-boute 

But lymys foure the mone hath hid hire face 2504 

Syn that tldlke day je wonto from this place 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 2507 

Jit hat^ the storm of Sytoye nat brought P o ta(# h oAjjd] 

ffrom Athenys the ship jit comyth it rn^ht 
And If that je the termo rekene wolde [i«af 4795 

Aa I or as a trewe louere shulde 

I pleyne nat god wot by-fom myn day 2512 

But al hire lettere wryte I ne may 
By ordere for it were to me a charge 
Hire lettci^ was rygh long & therto large 
But here & ther In lym I haue it layd 2516 

There as me thoughe she wel hath sayd 
og. 4, 87 
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She seyde thyne saylis come nat agen 
Ne to tliy7i word there is no fey certeyn 
But I wot why ^e come nat qwod she 2520 

flor I was of iiiyn loue to 30W to fre 
And of the goddis that ^q han forswore 
3if liire vengeauwce falle on 30W therfore 
3e be nat sufficiauwt to here the peyne 2524 

To meche truste wel may I pleyne 
Yp-on 3oure lynage & 3oure fayre tunge 
And on 30ure teris falsely out I-wronge 
How coude 30 wepe so be craf q?/od she 2528 

May there swich terys feynede be 
'Now certis 3if 30 wele haue in memorye 
It oughte be to 30 w but lyte glorye 

To han a sely mayde thus be-trayed 2532 

To god quod she preye I & ofte haue prayed 
That it mot be the gretteste prys of alle 
And most honour that euere the shal befalle 
And whan thynne olde auwcestris peyntede ben 2536 

In which men may here worthynesse sen 
ThaTzne preye I god thow peynted be also 
That men may rede forby as they go 
Lo this is he that with his flaterye 2540 

By-trisede hath & don hire vilenye 
That was his trewe loue In thought & dede 
But sothly of on poynt 3it may they rede 
That 3e ben lyk 30ure fadyr as In this 2544 

flor he begilede Adriane I-wis 
With swich an art & with swich subtilete 
As thow thy7i selue hast begylede me 
As In that poynt al thow it be nat fayr Deaf *78, back] 2548 
Thow folwist hym certayn & art his ayr 
But syn thus synfully 30 me be-gile 
"Myn l)ody mote 3e se with Inne a while 
Ryght In the hauene of Athenys fletynge 2552 

With-oute sepulture & beryinge 
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They je ben hardyere than ony ston 
And whan this lettere was forth sent anon 
And knew how hrothil & how fala he was 
She for diapeyr fordede hyre aelf alias 
SwycL aorwe hath she for she beeette hire bo 
Be war )e weiuen of joure subtyl fo 
Syn jit this day men may onsaumple Ba 
And trnstyth as In loue no man bat me 



[IX.] 

pTHE LEGEND OF HTPEEMNESTEA.] 

IN" Grece whilom weren brotheryn two 
Of whiohe that on was clepid Danao 
That manye ft sons hnth of hia body woime 
As swiulie false loueris oftc cuvjne 
A-mong liiso aouya alle there waa on 
Tliat aldyrmnst he loueda of fii''/-y(;hon 
And whan this child was bom this danao 
Shop hym a name & callede hym Lyno 
That othir brothii waa callid Egist 
That waa of loue as fala as euere hym lest 
And manye a doughter gat he In bis lyf 
Of whiche he gat vp-on his ryghte wyf 
A doughtyr dera & dede hire for to calle 
Yperaiystra jyngeste of hem alle 
The whiche child of hue natyuyte 
To alle thewis goode I-bom was she 
As likede to the goddis er she was horn 
That of the ahef she ahal be the com 
The werdya that we clepyn destene ; 

Hath shapyn hire that she mot nedis he 
Pyetous . aad . wis . & trewe as stel o 

As to these wemen It acordyth wel 

og. i. sr 
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ffor thow that Yerms 3af hire gret beute 2584 

With Tupiter co7wpounned so was she 
That concience trouthe & dred of shame 
And of hyre wif hod for to kepe hire name 
This thoughte hire was felycite as hire 2588 

The rede Mars was that tyme of the ^eere 
So feble that his maleyce is h.ym be-raft 
Repressid hath Yenus his crewel craft 
That what with Y^ixus & othir oppressions 2592 

Of howses that Mars venym is a-doun 
That ypermystra dar nat handele a knyf 
In maleyce thow she shulde lese hire lyf 
But natheles as heuene gan to tume 2596 

To badde aspectys hath she of satume 
That made hire for to turne In prisoun 
As I shal aftyr make menciouw 

To Danao & Egistes also 2600 

Al thow so be that they were bretheryw two 
ffor thUke tyme was sparyd no lynage 
It lykede hem to make a maryage 

By-twixe ypermystre & hym lyno 2604 

And castyn swich a day it shal be so 
And ful acordit was it vttyrly 
The aray is wrought the tyme is faste by 
And thus lyno hath of his faderis brothir 2608 

The doughter weddit & eche of hem hath othyr 
The torchis brennyw & the laumpis bryght 
The sacryfises ben ful redy dight 

Thensens out of the fuyr out rekyth sote 2612 

The flourys the lef is rent vp by the rote 
To makyn garlondis & crouwnys hye 
fful is the place of soun of menstralsye 
Of songis amerous of maryage 2616 

As tylke tyme was the pleyne vsage 
This was In the paleys of Egiste 
That In his hous was lord ryght as hym lyste 
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And thus the day they dryve til an ende penrwo, t 

The frendya takyn leue & honi they wende 

The iiyght ia como the bryd ehal go to bedds 

Egiatiia to hia chambcre foste hyin spedde 

And pi-myiy he let his doiightyr callo 

Whan that the hous was voyd of hem alle 

He lokyth on his doughtyr with glad cliere 

And to hire spak aa je shal aftyr here 

Myn rygbte ilonghtec tresor of myn herte 

Syn fyrat that day that ahapyft was myii sherte 

Or by the fatal systeryre liaddo myn dom 

So nygb myn hertc neue« thyng ne com 

As tliow myn ypermyatre doughter dere 

Tak bed what I tbyn fndyr seyth the here 

And werko aftyr thyu wisere euere mo 

ffot dldirfcrst doughtyr I loue the so 

That ft! the world to mo ia half so lef 

Ne I nolde rede the to thyji myachef 

£For al the good viidyr the colda mona 

And what I mcnp It shal be seyd ful aono 

With protestnoioun as in this wyse 

That but thow do as I ahal the deuyae 

Tliow shalt be ded by hym that al hath wrought 

At fihorte wordia thow nescapist nought 

Out of myn paleya or that thow be ded 

But thow concente & werke aftyr my« red 

Tak this to the for ful conclusiou?* 

Thia ypermyatre caste hire eyen doun 

And quok as doth the lef of aapia grene 

Ded wex hire hew & lyk an aach to seno 

And seyde lord & fadyr al joure wille 

Aftyr myn myght god wot I shal fulMe 

So it to me be non confusioun 

I nele quod he haue non excepciouw 

And out he caught a knyf as lasoui kene 

Hid this qiwd he that it be nat sene 
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And wlian thyw husbonde is to bedde go 2656 

Whil that he slepith kit his throte atwo 

ffor In myne dremys it is warnede me peafiso] 

How that myn Neuew shal myn bane be 

But wit I nat wherfore I wele be sekyr 2660 

If thow sey nay we two shul haue a bekyr 

As I haue seyd by hym that I haue sworn 

This Ipe?-mystere hath nygh hire wit for-lom 

And for to passyn harmles of that place 2664 

She grau7ityth hym ther is non othir grace 

And therwith al a costret takyth he 

And seyde herof a draught or two or thre 

Jif hy7?i drywke whaw he goth to reste 2668 

And he shal slepe as longe as euere the leste 

The narcotykis & opijs ben so strowge 

And goth thyn wey lyst that he thynkyth longe 

Out comyth the Bryd & with ful sobre cheere 2672 

As is of maydenys ofte the manere 

To chaumbre is brought with reuel & with song 

And shortly list this tale be to long 

This lyno & she ben brought a bedde 2676 

And euery wight out at the dore hyw spedde 

The nyght is wastid & he fyl a slepe 

fful tendyrly begywnyth she to wepe 

She rist hire vp & dredfully sche quaky th 2680 

As doth the brauwche that sephen« shakyth 

And hust were alle In argon that cete 

And cold as ony frost now waxeth she 

ffor Pite by the herte hire streynyth so 2684 

And drede of deth doth hire so meche wo 

And thryis doun she fyl in this awer 

She rist 3it vp & stakerith her & ther 

And on hire hondis faste lokyth she 2688 

Alias & shal mywne hondis blody be 

I am a mayde & as by myn nature 

And bi myn semblaunt & by myn vestnie 
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Mjnne liandis ben nat shape fat a knyf 

As for to reue no man fro hifl lyf 

WLat deuyl haue I with the knyf to do 

And ahal I haue myn tbrote keiue a two 

Tbanne ahal I blede alias & me be ebynde [leuf *e 

And nedis coat this tbyiig musto haue an ends 

Ot he or I mot nedis lese oure lyf 

Now certys qiwd she eyo I am. lua wif 

And hftth myn feytb jit is it bet for me 

ffor to be ded In wifly honeste 

Than ben a traytour lyuynge In myn shame 

Be as be may for emest or for game 

He shal awake & ryse & gon bis way 

Out at this goter or that it be day 

And wepe ful tenderely vp-on bis face 

And In byre armya gan bym to enbraca 

And hym she roggith & n-wakyth softe 

And at a wy»dow lep he fro the lofte 

Whan she hath waraede hym & don hym bote 

This lyno swift was & lygbt of tote 

And fro;« iiia wif ran a ful gret paa 

This sely wenian is so weik alias 

And helpeles so that/ or that she forth wento 

Hire crewel fadyr dedo hire for to bente 

Alias lyno wbi art tbow so vnltjnde 

Why ue biiddiat thow remembred In tliyn mywde 

To takyn hire & lad hire forth with the 

ffor wban she saw that gon a-wey was he 

And that she myghte nat bo faste go 

Ke folwyn hym she set hire don rygbt tho 

Til she was caught & fetered In ptyaoun 

This tale is seyd for this conclusioun 

[UnfinUkt] 

[Here begynyth the parlement of ffoulys. j 
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FROM THE 



ADDrnONAL MS. 10,340, BRITISH MUSEUM, 



THB ONLY COPY WITH TttB KNVOY. 



PHArrirR MI. 20 



ADDIT. MS. 10,8*6: 

TRUTH. 

[Balade : -esse, -ol, -edej 
[A-il/lionnl MS. 10,340, British Mua., leaf 41, vellum.] 

(1) 
rie fro )ie pres & dwelle wi^ soJiefastneBae, I 

Suflise fin owen f ing* Jiei it be omal. 
For horilo hafe hate ' & Clymbyny tykelnosaa. 
Frees liafe envye A wele bleat" oueral. { 

Sauoure no luoro ^nnnc ye byhouo Bchal, 
Reiile wecl }i self' fiaf ofer folk* canst* reode, 
And troiifm schal dclyupre it* is no drede 7 

(2) 
Temiiesf fo »ou)t> al croked to redresse 8 

In trnaf of* hire jiaP toumep aa a bal 
Myuhe trele stiint* in litel besynusso 

Bywai' jjcrfore to spunio a)eyna an al. [1 

Strjue nop aa dofo f o crokke wtf> fe wal 
Daiinto ^i self" ^nf dauiitosl' o^eres dede 
And Iroujie shal delyuere if is no dreda. n 

(3) 
])nf fe is scnf receyuo in huxhiiHinessa 15 

)3B wrestlyng' for (je worlde ascfi n fiil 
Here ia non home here nys biif wytdomesse 
Forjw pylgryme forfo forfe beste ouf of pi stal 18 

Knowe fi contre loke vp fonk' god oP al 
llolde fe heye waye & liil^ Jii gosf fe leile, 
And troufe shal delpiere if is no dreile. ^ 2I 

[L' Envoy.] 
)ler-fora (lOU vache loue Jiine olde wrechedpiieaso 22 

Vuto Jje world, leue now to be frnl. 
Crie hym mercy. Jjaf of hya hie godnesao 
Made pe of noujf & in especial 25 

Drawe vnto hym & pi^y in general 
For }iQ and eke for oper heiionelyohe meda 
.And troujie acbal delyitei-o if is no drede 28 
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XIII. 



C|e Complegnt of f eiras 



FBOM 



SHIRLEY'S MS. R 3. 20, TEm. COLL., CAMBR. 



R 



412-413 PAB.-TBXT 

296 nra oomplbtkt oi' tenub. ws. il a. 30, 

The Compleynt of Venua. 

[Followiag the Mart, see ParaUd-Texte, p. 121.] 

[Shirky'i MS. R. 3. 20, Triit. Coll, Camb., leaf 139.] 

AniJ filowing begynDe^e ■ a, bnlade translate!? outf oP 
frenalie in to englisslm / by Cliaucier Geffrey (le 
frensKe made .mr. Otes de Grauutsome' knight ■ 
Savosyeu/ 

(1) {Tern 1. 1 : -ounce, -esge, -ure = owre, 1. 23) 
Bi* nye ^eo hye. cournfort / to ray plcsaunee / l 

bane fat .1. am / in any hevynes-e / 
Aa for to haue leyaei* / of EBmemliraunoe / 
Vpon jw manhoode / and (le worpynesse / 4 

▼pon fe trouthe / aniJ fe stcdfaBtncEse / 
OP him whoa I- am' / alweys whj le I- may dure / 
Jjef' alight to blamen ma / no creature / 
ffni' Iio is nroppe and roote / of' gentylRsse ifnin, margi^^ 8 

(2) (1.2) 
IT III liim ia lioimtee / wyadam anti gouuernaunce / 9 

Wcfl mure (jnnne / any maiiiusi iviit kan gRsse 
m.v ^\w<: liiil)« wolde / so fpifooithe him avaiinca / 
)Jat of kn^hthooilc / lie is jiarfyt Eychchcsse / 12 

Honnonr* / homnrefe / him foe hia nobleuao / 
yiPj' to 8(1 wel hajio / fortiincr? him nature / tuneoiw] 

)>at I am his f.-.r suit / I him entire / 
ffor eiiery wighf / preysejjo his gentyJesse / Jg 

(S) (1.3) 
IT And nougfif withstanding' / al his aouffisannoB 17 

Hia gentyle hert/ is of' so gret humblesse / 
To me in worde in werk' ■ in countenaunce / 
And me to seme / is al his hesynesse / 20 

]3at I am aette / in veiray sikumesee / 
)ju8 aught' me wele / to blesse myn aventnre 
Sitll fat him Ilat / rae serven ami honneure / 
ffor euery wighf / preysefe hia gentylesse / 24 



414415 p^ui.-TEXT 

THE COMPLEYNT OF VENU9. MS, R, 3. 20. 297 

(4) (Tei'Ji II. 1 : -able, -ing, -aunce) 
IT No we certes / loue / hit* is rigfit* couenable 25 

}3at men ful soore abye / Jjy noble thing* / 
As waake abedde / and? fasting* at fe table 
Weping* to laughe / and? sing* in compleyning* / 28 

And? doune to caste / vysage and? looking* / 
Otftymes to chaunge / huwe an(J countenaunce / 
Pleye in sleping* / and? dremen at Jje daiince / 
Al J?e Eeuers / of* any glaade felyng* 32 

(5) (II. 2) 

II jjaughe 'lalousye* wer hanged? by a Kable 33 

Sheo wolde al knowe / thorughe hir* espying^ / 

J?er doojje no wight* / no thing* so Raysonnable / 

]>dX al nys harme / in hir Ymagynyng^ 36 

)5us deere abought* / is love / in gyving^ / 

Whiche oli't / he gyvefe / with oute ordeynauhce 

As sorowe enougho / and? lytel of* plesaunce 

Al fe Eeuers / of* euery glaade • feeling* / 40 

(6) (II. 3) 

IT A lytel tyme / his gyfift* is agreable 41 

But ful encoumberous / is Jje vsing^ / • 

ffor soutyle .lalousye / f e deceyuable / 

fful ofiften tymes / causef e destourbing* / 44 

Jpus beon we euer^ / In dreed? souffering* / 

In noun certaine / we langwisshe in penaunce / 

And? haue wel ofift / many an herd? meschaunce / 

Al J?e Eeuers / of euery glaade / feelyng* 48 

(7) {Tern III. 1 : -yse^ -ente, -ay) 
IF But certes loue .1. say not / in suche wyse / [pageMi] 49 
Jpat for teschape / oute of youre lace / I ment / 
ffor I so long/ haue beon in youre servyce/ 
J?at for to leet / of* wol I neuer assente 52 

Xo force / Jjaughe .lalousye /me more tourment* 
Souffisefe me / to seon him. whane I may 
And* Jjerfore certes / vn to myn eending^ day 
To love him best/ ne shal I. neuer. Repent* 56 

R. 3. 20 



(8) (III. 2) 

IT And certeB love / whaime I. me weel avyae D7 

On any estate / p&t man may. repreBenf 

^ane haue yee makedl ms / tboru^'tie youre frauuchyse 

Cheese fe beet/ )iat ener / on eor^e weuf 60 

Kowe loue woele hert / and louki3 )>ou neuer stenf 

And let fa laloaae / put if tiowo in assaye / 

fat for no poyne ' ne ahal I .neuer sey naye / 

To love him besf / ne ueuec to Hepenl^ 64 

(9) (III. 3) 

IT Hert to ^ hit aught / euouglie souiTyse / 65 

pAt lone so hye a graoe / ba^ to fiee sent/ 

To cheese fe wo^esP / op alle wyae / 

And rnooste agreable / vn to uiyn enteaV/ eg 

Seeche nowe no fir^ / iiey)«r ney uer wenf / 

Sythe 'I hane souffysaunoe / vn to my paye / 

J308 wol L ©onde yia compleynf oc fis layo / 

And loue him besf / and neuei to Kepenf 72 

(10) /Lenvoye./ {e,-itunft') 
H Pryncease ■ re8ceyuo|)e / {lia complaynt in gree 73 

Vn to youro excellent benignytee / 
Dyrect / affter/ roy lytel soiilfysauuce / 

ffor eolde fat in my spiryt iloullejie me / 7G 

Hafe of fendyting- / al pe eublylytBB 
WelnyegEe byrafff / out of my ' remembraunce 
And eeke to mo / it is right gret peiiaunce / 
SitR, ryme in engJissBe / hafie aiiche akarsytoa / go 

To folowen word by word pn curyosytee / 
Of Graunaoilie / floui' / of ham fat make in ftramico / 

[p. 142] H Hit is sayde fat GraunBoiTie made fia Last b.iliub' 
for Venus resembled to my lady of yovk*. auiiswei-iiii" 
fe complaynt oP Mars / 

[Chaucer's Foiiune foUou-s : see the Parnlld-Text, jx 440.] 
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XIV. 



d^n&oy Iff Stogan 



FROM 



MS. Gg. 4. 27, UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, 

CAMBRIDGE. 



rAB.-TEXT 421 
ENVOY TO SCOGAN. MS, Gg. 4. 27. 301 



ENVOY TO SCOGAN. 



[MS. Gg, 4. 27, Univ. Ldhr. Camhr., leaf 7, hack.'] 
Litera directa de Scogon pe?* .G. C. 



{} the in corr«etor'$ 
hand] 



(1) (Tern I. 1) 

TO-brokene ben f*^ statutis in beuene 
Jjat creat were eternally to dure 
Syn fat I se f® bry3te goddi«t seuene 
Mow wepe & wayle and pasciouw endure 
As may in erjje a mortal creature 
Alias from whens may f is f yng procede 
Of whiche errowr I deye almost for drede 



(2) (1.2) 

Be word eteme whilhom was it schape^ 

]>dX from \q fifte serkele in no manere 

N e my3te a drope of teeris doun escape 

But now so wepyth venus in his spere 

J)at wM hire teris sche wele drenche vs here 

Alias skogon ]>is is for ]>yn offence 

J)u causist J>is deluuye^ of pestelence i^ny^ eoneeted] 

(3) (L3) 

IT Hast \\x. not seyd in blaspheme of ])e goddis 
\>our pride or \our ))yn grete recheles-nesse 
Swich ]>yng as in )>e lawe of loue forbodyn is 
])at for pyn ladi saw not ]>yn distresse 
]}erefore ]7c/u ^eue hire vp at mychelmesse 
Alias scogon of olde folk no )>ong 
Was neuere erst Scogon blamyd for his tong 

Qg, 4. 27 



[lMf8] 

f 8chape in eorrector'i 
fU^na^ 



11 



14 



15 



18 



21 



(4) (Ter„ 11. 1) 
IT (jow drow in scom cupiil ek to njcoril 22 

Of pe ilko rebel word fat J>tm hast epokeu 
For whiche he we!e no lengerc be [lyii lord 
And fow hit! bone Scogon benol broken 2o 

He wii not wiVt hia arwis ben I-wrokcn 
On f nc me no none of oure figiire 
We »chal of him haue neyfer hurt ue oirs 28 

(5) (H. 2) 

IT Now Bettys freud I drede of thyn ouhap 29 

Lest for (tyn gilt fe wrcche of loue procede 

On alio htm |iat ben hore & round of scbap 

)}at ben eo likly folk in loue to spedc 32 

))aune schal we for oure labour ban no mcde 

But vel I wit fon wilt nuswcre & eeye 

liO olde griail lesto to ryme & ploye 35 

(6) (11.3) 

H Nay Scc^on aey not so for I me excuse 36 

God helpe me bo in no rjm douteles 

Ne fiynke I neuere of alep to woke myn muse 

Jjat rustyf in myn schedo Btylle in pes 39 

Whil I was )ong I putte it forf in pros 

But al scbal piwayn J)«t men prose or ryme 

Tak enery man his torn as for bis tyme 42 

(7) {l>iiwy) 
ycogan fat knelisl at fe wellis bed [i"f8,backj 

Of grace of alle honour and worfynesse .i. Wyndisore 

In fie ende of ivioli streni I am dul as ded \P- "^f"".] 

.Forgete in solitarie wiidirnea .i, a Grenewycfi 4C 

Jit Scogan fyng on tulliua kyndenea 
Mynewe pyn frend fere it may fructifie 
Farowel & loke Jjou neuere eft loue defyc 49 
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XV. 




arriage, or ^uhton 



FBOH 



FAIRFAX MS. 16, BODLEIAN LIBEARY. 



PAR. -TEXT 424 
MARRIAGE, OR BUKTON. FAIRFAX MS* 16. 305 



MARRIAGE, OR BUKTON. 

[Fairfax MS. 16, leaf 193, back] 
K Lenvoy de Chancer A Bukton • / 

1. 

My maister Bukton) / whan) of Criste our kyng 1 

Was axed / what ys trouthe or sothefastnesse 

He nat a worde answerde / to that axinge 

As who saith / noo man) is al trew I gesse 4 

And therfore though I hight* / to expresse 

The sorwe and woo / that is in mariage 

T dar not writen) of hyt / noo wikkednesse 

Leste y ray-self falls eft / in swicfi dotage 8 

2. 

I wol nat seyn) / how that hyt is the cheyne 9 

Of Sathanas / on) which he gnaweth euere 

But I dar seyn) / were he oute of his peyne 

As by his wille / he wolde be bounde nevere 12 

But thilke doted foole / that ofte hath leuere peaf i94] 

Y-cheyned be / than out of pnson) crepe 

God lete him neuer / fro his woo disseuere 

Ne noo man) him bewayle / though he wepe 16 

3. 

But yet lest thow doo worse / take a wyfe 17 

Bet ys to wedde / than) brenne in worse wise 

But thow shalt have sorwe / on thy flessfi thy lyfe 

And ben) thy wifes thral / as seyn) these wise 20 

And yf that hooly writte / may nat suflfyse 

Experience shal the teche / so may happe 

That the were lever / to be take in ffrise 

Than) eft falle of weddynge / in the trappe 24 

FAIRFAX 



425 PA&-nER 

806 • UABBuam, ob bukvov. wiibmax ms. 

4. (J^ooy.) 

Tbis lytel wzitfce / pxooerbes or figure 
I sende yow / take kepe of hyt I rede 
Ynwise is he / fhat kas) aoo wele endoie 
Tf tbow be nker / pat the sat in drede 
The wyfe of Bathe / 1 pcay yow that ye rede 
Of this matere / that we hane oi]) honde 
Qod graunte yow your lyfa / frely to lede 
In fiedam) for ftil haide it is/ to be bonde 



25 



28 



32 



[Fonowa.^— 

V Better ia to raffin / and fortune al^de 
And hastely to dymbe / and nodeyvly to dyde 

And then Chaueet^a Bdiade of 'Bted&atneaa^ prinied 
in ihe F&iallel-Tezt, p. 435 J 
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XVI. 



§nixlnBt 



A BALADE, WITHOUT ENVOY, 



FBOM 



SHIRLEY'S ASHMOLB MS. 69, BODLEIAN LIBRARY. 

[This Balade occurs in a Moral Poem by Henry Scogan to Henry 
IV.'s sons. See the Parallel- Teivt, p. 427.] 



GENTILESSE. 

[SAiriey's Aehtnole MS. 59, leaf 27.] 

{Headingn to leaves 26 6 & 27.) " Ealade by Scoggan / 

// To fe Kyngea BOtrnes." 

jl Geffrey Chaucier made fcos thre balades nexst fat 
folowen // \in marghi] 

(1) (-ewe, -e, -erne) 
IgJ J]e firat fader / and foimdoui' of gentylease / 1 

What man fat clayjnefe / gentyle for to be / 
Moste felowe heos traas / and alle lieos wittea dreeae / 
Vertue to auwe and vyces / for to flee' / 1 

For vn-to vertue longefe dignytee / 
And iioujt fie reverse / sauely dar I. deeme / 
Al were he mytre croune / or dyademe / 7 

(2) 
^ ))i8 first stocke / vaa grounde of rigfitwysnesae / 8 

Truwe of his worde / sobur pitona and fre 

Clcne of his gooste / and loved besyneaso 

Aguhist fe viue of sloufe / in lionpttee 1 1 

And but his heyre / love vertue as did he 

He nya not gentyJe / faugho him rjche eeerae 

Al were he mj-tre / crowne or dyadome / ] ] 

(3) 
^ Vyce may wcle be / an heyro til olde Richchessa I-t 
But fere may noman / ae foil maiat wele eeeme 
Eeqweyfe his hejre / hifl vertaous nobleHse / ^^™ ^'"" 
J3nt is appropred / vn-to no degree mli^ ipB?v™',J„ 

But to first fader / in mageatee / •nainiehaiiti] 

Jjat mafe his heyiB / him fat wol him qweme 
Al were he raytre orowne or dyademe / o\ 

\_No F.nwy qiwled, or known to exist.] 
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XVII. 



Irokrh 



VBOH 



SHIBLETS MS. ADDITIONAL 16,165, 
BRITISH MUSEUM. 



CHADPKR MI. 21 



PROVERBS. 

[ShirUy'g MS. Addit. 1S,1G5, feo/ 246, bach.^ 

U Prnuevbe. 

(1) \Q,iiei<llon\ 
% What ahal ^eos clojiea ^ub many foltt 
Loo [tis hor>t« / Bomera day / 

\Aniiwcr\ 
Atrter heet/ kome^ colil 
No man caaf his ptichche away / 

[Qfiod Chaucer] 

(2) [Complaint] 
fl Of {lis worlde / ))e wyde compas / 
Hit wol not / in myn armes tweyne / 

[Answer] 
Who 8o mychel wol embrace / 
Lytel f er-of he ehal deatreyne / 

[Q^tod Ohaucer] 
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XVIII. 

f atli 0f ^teHaslness. 

A BALADE. 

FBOM 

THE HAELEIAN^ MS. 7333, 
SHIRLEY'S, OB COPIED FBOM SHIBLEY. 



rAR.-TEXT 434-435 

LACK OF STJiDJfAISTNESS. HAEL. MS, 7333. 313 



LACK OF STEDFASTNESS. 

[Hurl. 7333, leaf 147, hack: vellum: from Shirley.] 

This balade made Geffrey Chaunciers the LaureaH 
Poete Of* Albion and sent it to his souerain lorde 
kynge Richarde the secounde |?ane being/ in his 
Casteti of/ Windesore/ 

(1) ('able, 'Oun, -esse) 

Svnie tyme this worlde was so stedfaste & stable/ 1 

That mauis worde was holde obligacion) 
And? nowe it is fals & deseyvable 

)?at worde and werke as in conclusion 4 

Beon noo thyng oon for tvmid vp so downe 
Is all fis worlde / thorowe mede & wylfulnesse 
Jjat al 18 loste for lac of stedfastnesse 7 

(2) 

What made this worlde to be so variable 8 

But louste pat folke / haue in discencion) 

Por nowe adayes / a man is holde vnable 

But yf he can by sume collucione 11 

Do his neyghtboure wronge or oppression 

What causithe this but wilfiitt wrecchednesse / 

]pat al is loste for Idc off* stedfastnesse 1 4 

(3) 

Trowthe is ))us downe raisonne is holden fable 15 

Vertu hathe nowe no dominacion) 

Pite Exiled? no wight is merciable 

)jorow Covetyse is blent descrescioun 18 

J)e worlde hathe made pa^mutacioi)) 

From) Right to wronge f rome trowght to fekylnesse 

]?at all is lost ffor lac of Stedfastnesse/ 21 

llARL. 7333 




Lenvoye / 
piinoe deaiw (or to beo honourable 
Gberishe thi folke anif hate extorcionne 
Suffre noo thing fat may beo Keprovsble 
To thin Estate / dnone in thi E^gyonnc 
Shewe forfe fy sworde of castigaeiouno 
Drede goti do lawe / love thorow aH goodneai 
Aud drive thi peple ageyne to atcdfastaesee 
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XIX. 



Jf r t u n e. 



(THREE BALABES, WITH AN ENVOY.) 



FROM 



MS. li 3. 21, CAMBK. UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. 




FORTUNE. 

[Camb. Univ. MS. li. 3. 21, veUuin.] 

[In (Aw MS. of Chaucer's Boece, hii Former Age and Fur- 
tune cwne in between tlie Fifth Metre and the Sixth JVewe.] 

Cant'T/ Balades de vilage sanz peintui-e. 

(1) (1.1) {-jan. -ja.; -ye) 
IT lliifl wrecuUeJ worlde-is ti-tniBUiutaciou« tiotf mj 1 

ex wele / or wo / now poeera and now honour 
witA-owten ordyr or wis descresyoun 

goiiemed is by fortunes iiitout 4 

but nathelea tlie Liltke of hyr fauowi' 
ne may nat don me syiigeu thowh .1. deye 
lay tout perdu moll ttmpa et mofi labour Omf sa, ti«ck] 

For fynaly fortune .1. tlnj detfye f< 

(2) (1.2) 

H yit is mo left the lybt of my resoun 9 

to knowen frend fco foo in thi merowr 

So mochel hath yit tliy whirlyiige vp aytd down 

I-tawlit mo for to knoive in an howi' 11 

but trewcly no fors of tlii leddowi-" 

to hyni (ii/t ouei- hym self hath the maystrye 

My 8u£Fysau)tce shal be my bocoui' 

Foi' fynaly fortune 1. tliue deffye Kj 

(3) (1.3) 

% Socrates fou stidfaat chaumpyoui* ' 17 

she neuer myht be Ihi tormentowr 

thow neuei- dreddest hyr oppressyouii 

ne in hyr chere fownde thow no sauoui' 20 

thow knewe wel the descyte of hyr coloui' 

And fat hii' most worshipe is to lye 

I knew hir ek a fals dieaimolour' 

For fynaly foitune .1. the deffye 24 



PAR.-TKXT 442-44;^ 

FORTUNE. MS. iL 3. 21, CA^fBR. 317 

(4) (II. 1) {-c/te, -awicef -yue) 
Le re8pou7^oe de fortune a pleintif 

IT No man ys wrechchyd but hym self yt weno 25 

And he fat hath hym self hat sufl&saunce 

\Vhi seysthow tha?me y am [to] the so kene 

pat hast thy self owt of my gouernawnce 28 

Sey thus grawnt mercy of thyu habou/idauwce 

that thow hast lent or this why wolt fou stryue 

what woost thow yit how y the wol auawnce 

And ek thow hast thy beste frende a lyue 32 

(5) (II. 2) 

IF I haue the tawht deuisyouw by-twene 33 

Trend of effect* atid frende of cowntenawnce 

The nedeth nat the galle of no hyene 

\)at cureth eyen derkyd for penawnce 36 

Now 8e[ist] * thow cleer fat weere in ignorat^nce 

yit halt thin ancre and yit thow mayst aryue ^rut*tSdSli^^^ 

ther bownte berth the keye of my substawnce » [[{^"handV" 

And ek pou hast thy beste frende alyue 40 

(6) (IL3) 

IF How manye haue .1. refused to sustigne* Ci^iJiJhind!] 

Syn .1. the fostred haue in thy plesauTice 

Wolthow thanne make a statute on J>y quyene 

\)ai .1. shal ben ay at thy ordynat^nce 44 

thow bom art in my regne of varyaunce 

abowte the wheel wzt^ oother most thow dryne 

My loore is bet than wikke is thi greuat^nce 

And ek fou hast thy beste frende a-lyue 48 

(7) (III. 1) (-«, -esse, -ayle) 
Le Ee8pou7^oe da pleintif country fortune 

If Thy loore y dempne / it is aduersyte [leaf r.4] 49 

My frend maysthow nat reuen blynde goddesse 

pat J. thy frendes knowe .1. thanke to the 

Tak hem agayn / lat hem go lye on presse 52 

the negardye in kepynge hyr rychesae 

prenostik is thow wolt hii' towi* asayle 

wikke appetyt cpmth ay before sykenesse 

in general this rewle may nat fayle 56 

li. 8. 21 
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(8) (III. 2) Le reipounce de fortnne oon/itre le pleintif 

U Thow pyneheat at my mutabylyte .17 

For .1. the lentti a drope of my ryche 

And now me Jykyth to wiVi-drawr- iiif 

whi aholdyathow my reditu apj'esse 

the see may ebbe and flowen moore or lesse 

the welkne hatli myht to shyne reyne or hayle 

rybt eo mot .1. kythen my brutelnesse 

in geiKTiil this rewle may nat fayle 

(9) (III. 3) Le pleintif 

IT Lo exciissyouji of tlie maieat* 
|Mt al purueyeth of hts ryhtwyanesse 
that same thiiige fortune clepyn ye 
Ye blynilB beeetys ful of lewednesse 
the beueae hath proprete of Bykymesae 
thJB world hath eiier reatelea trauayle 
thy laste day i« ende of myn mtet[e]s8e 
in genera) this rowele may nat fayle 

(iO) Leiiltoy de fortana (^tsee, -eyni') 
IT Prynaes .1. prey yow of yowre gentileases 
Lat nat this man on me thus crye and pleyne 
And .1. elial quyte yow yowre byByneaaa 
at my rnqneste as thre of yow or tweyne 
Jint but yow lest relene hym of hys peyne 
preyeth bya best frend of his noblesse 
That to som betere eatat he may attayne 
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XX. 



I « r » e. 



A BALADE, 



FROM 



FAIRFAX MS. 16, BODLEIAN LIBRARY. 



PURSE. 

[Fa>rf-.x MS. 16, Im/ 193.] 
% The osmplaynt of Chaucer to his Pnrss 

0) 
To yow my purae / and to noon) i<th<'.t wiglit* n. 

Complayn) I / i'or ye Imj luy lady deTO 
I am so Bory now / that ye been) lyghf 
ffOT oertoa but yf je make mo / hevy chei* 
Me y/oK as ieef be layde / vpoii) my htm- 
ffor wliielie vnto your mercy / thus I crye 
Beeth losvy ageyne / or ellee mote I dye 

(2) 
Now vouoheth-aauf this day / or hyt fae nyghf 
That I of yow / the blisful sovne may here [loor 

Or see yoiir colour lyke / the sorme bryghf 
That of yelownesse / hudde iieuer pere 
Te be my lyfe / ye be myii) hertys atere 
Qoene of comfort / and of good companye 
Beth heuy ayeyue / or elleB moote I dye 

(3) 

Now purse that beiil to me / my lyves lyghf 

And saveour / as doun) in this worlde here 

Oute of this tovue / helpe me thurgh your myght* 

Syn) that ye wole nat bene / my tresorere 

For I am shave as nye / as is a ffrere 

But yet I pray / vnto your eurtesye 

Betbe hevy ayen) / or ellea moote I dye 

IF LenTOy de Chancer./ 
conquerour / of Brutes albyon) 
"Whiche that by lygne / and free eleecion) 
Been) verray kyr^e / thie aong to yow I sonde 
And ye that mowen) / alle myii) harme ainciide 
Haue mynde / vpon) my supplicacioh) 
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g ©nt-Ct):t iriut 

of 
THE PARALLEL-TEXT EDITION, etc., 



FliEDEUIOK J, FURNIVALL 




IV. Tlic Cumpla^M nf Mart, from Hie Fairfax MS 1(1. 

V. Tlic ABC (perhui* Chaucer's earliwt Poein), from M8 Ff 5. 30, in the 
rnlversUy Lilirary, Cwnbridge. With tiw ori({inal Frenob Pmjrer 
to the Vii^n, from nhicU tlie A S C'» freely translated : this from 
DeGullBrilJe's " PHinmge dr la l'"."« huviaim," M8 1646, FotniH 
Fran^niR, &c., in the NfttionftI Library, PariB ; edited liy ?avi. 
aiBYKK. 



PUBLISm' FOlt THE CUAlIi:l5it SOCIETY 

HY N. TRCBNER & CO., 67 & b'J, LUDG-ATE HILL, 

LONDON. 

1871. 



Rfprintetl IsSl. 




arijc Cijanctr Socitti 



THE CHAUCKK SOCIETY'S PUBLICATIOSS, 

Todo hnnom to CHAtfSH, aiid lo let Ihc lovers and BtndentB of hiro sso bui 
beat imprinted Manu^nplB uf Ills W4>rlu differd from the printed tfixts, thia 
WM toundod (n ISGH. There were Ihen. iind nie still, many quei<tioiui of met 
nimcintiidi, orthography, nod Htj'iiiiilopy ^et to be nettled, fur wliivh nuini f 
Manasi^riplii were and im WHUtii] ; iitid it » haidlf too muxih tu say tlut n ._ . 
iif Chnuoor rontaint points (bat need rooongideralion. The foundia' CMr Fumml 
liegsii H-iih Tie faatsriuri/ DiIh. and las piven of them, (in paralVl w " 
K > iHlu SI of tile beat therotolore impnoted MsjiutKiipts known. Iq 
th' pnn lli>l nrmne^nient nepwiulaled the ftlteratiDn of the places of cmtai 
M t I M'-'b inn f 1 Ms huA been issued Hepnrateljr, fullowingOieiNi 

•d bei e been : the Blksmera (by ]uv« tf ' 
1 I 1 e f W. W. E. Wynne, Esq.) ; fluOl 

I Oxf rd : the Polworth (by leave o( li 

.. . ,. . The Harloian 3374 win W 



n /' 



at n H tl tvpt 

1 T r ll rt U ly and un fc 



n the boat MS and the Tn/tliu ParalUI-Teit from the 3 best UM 



nntmtmt uf the toita, Mr F, J. FimivaU U 

rtsdundi. 1 re d II » bll Ir MSS ^ 

1 /> • f till f) 1 cHt ( 1 er MSS a Iher have been or will I« pnblialit. 

1 h S II B p 1 1 rat ns are iAfiinl a two Boriws, of whirli the firat ci ---'— 

1 IT rt I I « « f CJ u r » B rks and (I e Seoond, nui'li orijrinals of and _^ 

those a » bo pn urid w lb oil er lluBtr tiie trinliNu, and Ruppleuentaty Ti 

The Society's iasua far 1868, in the lint Beriaa. ■^ 

I. The Prolc«ue aiid Kniiclit'a Tikle. of the Canterbury Tnlea, in S n 
b Tables, • '^ 



Gr.,11 



MSS (1- 



IB Tail* 
nil MgS 01 



VI. 

vn. 



^S&^ 



i 



„ „ „ „ „ HengwTC „ Wi 

„ „ „ „ „ Cunbridgo „ 0((. 4. 27 

„ „ „ „ „ Corpne ., Oxford 

II II II .1 11 Pi'lwort.h „ 

., „ „ „ „ Lansduwne „ 8^1 

(sapsratc issucB of tho Toita forming Part I of the Six-Text edilion.) 
The issue fur 1860, in tie First Serisi, is, 

Vlir. The Miller'ti, Keovo's, uad Cook's Tidos: EUesraeceMSo 
IX. „ „ „ „ „ „ Hengwrt 

X. I, ,, ,, ,t ,, ,1 Cambridge 

XI. „ „ „ „ ,, „ Corpus 

XII. „ „ „ „ „ „ Pelworth 

XIII. „ I, „ „ „ „ Lans-lownts, J 
(Baparute iesues of the Texts forming thu Six-Text, Part II, ffo. XIV.) 

The iBRue for IBTO, in the liitt Series, is, 

XIV. The Miller's, Reeve's, and Conk's Tab 

Talo of Gameiyn, in parallel Texts. 
The issue for IBTl, in the First B«ri«, is, 
XV. The Man of Law's, Sliipnian's, and Priuress's Tales, with Chaucor'. 
Tale of Sir TbopBB, in 6 panillol Texts from the MSS above named, 
Dolonred drawings uf Tellers of Tales, after Che eriginals in the Ellemie 
XVI. The Han of Law's Tale, from the EllEnmei* MS. 
XVII. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ Cambridge MS. 

XVIII. „ „ „ , Corpus MS. 

XIX. The ahipmttn'a,rriurBsa's,a.iiaMii.n.o1 Law's Tales, fr. 

XX, TheMatiof LaVa ■lH,\B,Siuvn.ftui\KQ»i«'«i»^V%. 

jtisflii with woudottU ai lQ«rtt«ia itft-«mE,» o^ ■S'^'to^ oS'YbX™ 



b an Appendix of the SptUJ 
t-Tait, Part II.) 



ti^ 'Cna'^JAttmifetVij] 



Lirretm- : F. J. Fubnitall, Esq.. 3, St George's SgunrB, London, N.W. 
miiii-er : H. B. Wueatlbt, F,bii., S.Minford Omdens, Wnsl KenainKlon PHrk. W. 
^Jlon. See. : W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Vii^loria Rd, FinitljiirT Purk, Lnndon, N. 

" I.oSDON, HeadOffioe. PnnceaSlreet, F,.C. 

Co., 57 & 59, Lndgato Hill, London, B.C. 

llio Eiirlv EneliBt Text Society was Blartod by Mr Faniimll in IB(U for tlie 
— - ' IrinRinfi ihn niiu-B if Old Engliah LilorBture within the reoch of lie 
J nT Hnd f •\'■-^\ u^ nwKV the reproach nndcr which Englond hiLd long 
I 11 I 1 I I I in tlio monnmenls of her enrly life nnd liuiguago. 
1 '' I 1 III in it« Original Seriea ibo whole uf our unprinti^ 

1 1 ■- r en ti nipriut in careful edifiunB ull thiit is mu»l 

I \1-T- 1 rl. pnnlfid books. 
la> ..^ULdt It ;,ul-<LnberBnOTci[B,moBtof Ihcninf |CTGatinlere»l^ 
iiul -cd thut thi pnbhciitiona of its Qrst two ifoars hnve been rcprintrd, 
knd lliune fur Its tbird Tear, 1866, will follow. 
lheSubiicnptiouia£l 1* a year [and £1 1(. (Large Paper, £2 12«, Brf.) additional 
' thq Ektha Seuieh], due m advance on Iho 1st of Jamiuut, and should be poid 
her tu Hie Snciotf s ADoonnt nt tlie Head Office of the Union Bank of London. 
incBa Strert, B C , or by Money Order (made payubls at the Chief OBloe, Luiidim) 
(he Hon. Secretiuy, Mr W. A. Dauiibi, 67, Violorie Hoad, Finsbory Fart, 

/-< 'he Oriffiunl Sei-iat. the PHblintioHt for 1881 will he lakiafrom :— 
.TIKILiroX ANTiUCUM, ed. S. J. nKK'llTAOE,B.A. {At I'm!. 
i:i:i,IN. r.iir IW, .inLiininK Preface, Index.audOloBBary. Ed.H.B. Wheatlet. 

.<|^M LI. II i<|iic MS. nulolyped and tramdiloniled, cd. Prof. ZirF[TZA. 

I\i. \l,l IM.h.s OltOSIUS. from Lord ToJlaianehe'B 9lh cenlurj- MS., ed. H. 

M-i.i I, M A. 1.1/ P.™.. 
Kits Pi.uWMAN ; NolfB, Glosrarj-, &c. Port II, ed. Kei-. Prof. SkeAt.M.A. 
,TI1E OLDliST ENGLISH TEXTS, CHARTERS, Hiv.. od. H. Bwbet, M.A. 

[Al f*™. 
OAWAYNE POEMS, od. F. J. Vn-AS. M.A. 

Wl LLIAM of SASSINGTON'S mirror of life, fd. S. J. HEKUTAnE, B.A. 
ARCliBP. THOKESBY'S CATECHISM, &&, ed. Rev. CiNos Scmmuns. 

M( iVest. 
ALL THE EARLY ENGLISH VERSE LIVES OF SAINTS, ed. Dr. C. 



a the Northern Dialed 



ed. 



HUIIB 

PILOKIMAtSE OF THE LYF OF MAMHODE, 

S. J. Hehutage, B.A. 
ANGLO-SAXON AND EARLY ENGLISH PSALTERS, od. W. Aldis 

WiiiuKr, M.A.. and J. Woon. 
iKOLO-SAXON METRICAL LIVES OF SAINTS, in MS. Cott. Jiil. E 7-, 

ed. Rtv. Piuf. W. W. Skbat, M.A. [Al Pr™. 
SARLY ENGLISH HOMILIES, I3fh cBntury, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Mohbis, 
TUE RULE OF ST. BENET : B Texts, Amtio-Saxon, Early Eneli«li, CaitoD, 

Sec, ed. Rev. Dr. R. MuHUia. 
CUllSOE MUNDI, Part VI. Inlrodiiotion«ndGl(ia»ary,ed.Rev.Dr. R. Mnftins. 
fiOSPEL OF NICODEMUS, od. Pkok, Wulckbb. 

,T3. THE BLICKLING HOMILIES, 971 a.d.. ed, Rev. Dr. R, Moiutie. PI III. 

74. ENGLISH WORKS OF WYCI.IF, hilhortu nnprinted, ed. F. D. MaTtuew, 

Esq. 

In the Extra Sfriei, the Fuhtif«(ioHe for 1881 trill ie liikiHjfBm :— 

CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES -.-4. LYF OP CHARLES THE CRETE, 

Fart IL ed. 5. J. Ueubtaoh, B.A. I At Prns. 
CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES :-6. THE TAILL OF RAUF COLYEAR, 

od. PHor. Thatthann. [At Pnee. 
BHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES :-6. THU SOWDONE OF BABYLONE, ed. 

Ok. E. Hai:bknbciit. [Al Prim. 
iNOTHER ALUTEBATIVE ROMANCE OP ALEXANDER, od. Rev. Prof. 

W. W. Skhat, M.A., and J. H. Hissbls. Em. TAr J-reat. 
BARBOUR'S BRUCE, ed, Rev. W.W.Skeat. Part IV, [Al Preni. 
BUY OF WARWICK « parallel lextii; a Hlh cent, or Aunhinhjck MS. vsrriun ; 
b loUi cent, or Caion Coll. MS.), cdiljid by Prof. ZupitiA. Part I. [At J'cm. 
BIH BEVIS OF IIAMTON, ed. Dr, E. KotBiNO. 
U)NELICH'S HOLY GRAIL, td. F. J. FlJtwiVAl.l„ M.A. Part V. 

TiiMf fir laSO are:— 
XXXV. CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES !-3. THE SEGE OFF MELAYNF.. 
SIR OTUELL, &c., ed. S, .1. HKianxiiB, B..K. 
XXVI. CHARLEMAGNE KOMASCES;-^. \.XY OY C'«.Ka.\S.'S, "i-ft.^ 
QltETE^ P^it l,.cit. S.4- Uwiiiix*;«. Q.iw, 




m^m 



Jimuurj 1, ISr.(i. Tii'i ^'n'i"i^\ kmnr uiv UliI "ii iLilr -> 

'I'wrnlj h«VK Uin iasntil. 
Mnro Hpmlwn anil Lnoal BtiRii'tnrli.u iiro trniiioil. 
SiiliacrfpUuiiK (liiiiibl.lo ]iuiil *>ithvr lu tl>»i luttuunt u( Thr Saltai S 

Alliuncc KMtk, BaitliUlomHW Luiir, I.oiiiliin. JC,I!., <ir (l^y I'lat (ll&evO 

;il)li' «(- iho Chief Offlae, K.C.) la Vac Huii. 8«,— 

W. A. I).MJ!fKr„ Esq-. 

67, rrfio/i.i H.I, FiiiiSury I 
N'<i, 1. BaUftdi and PoBDu ham Huoioripts. ToV I, Part 1, i 

i>f Kngliiiiil ill rl.« l[,.iMiiF,i,i II1..1117 VIH. a.i.) K.lw, VI. (iuvluiliiit 

i>r llio Wchtv, HliiiiU uiiJ JYiuist dontiiiin (tH*liJt, h 1 



JlBUIWCTipH. Vol. -, 

Annn ijiilcyn. Snmtireni, Luily ,1 aati Circj'. Ac, Willi uii Inden 
J. H. Biiukhuiite, KiH'< <""' Kuruwnrds to Hit- nlinle Viiliime. 
Pdiiniv.m.i., M.A. IHT'i, 



uii Uui-tJi Klii.tljuUi, i-ssui, (.'mupiiij),,L 

EOit^a bj W. R. MoKFiLi,, M.A "^■ 

.Vo. 4, 6, 0. N, 0, 1-2, is, The BosburBhe BaUsdi, Fui't I (|SJ 

I'llrt S [ISril.l'nrt 4(1872). I'lirtfl (1873), Tsrt 0(1874), r- 

(18711), witlL Bhurt, N"tL-, l,v W. C>iAvm.L, Esg., - ' 

Wnoiiuis bj- Mr \V. II. nnfii.ir,K. 18liy, 
No. 7- Captnin Ooi. his Ballndi nnd Baok*. "t, Hobubt T,A)«rnAi 

Custl', II. ■ ' ■' ' . . , ■ 



Xo. 1 1. Love-Paems und Huinanrous 01 

edituil liy F, J. FirjiMVAi r,. IK7J, 
So. 14. !,i, 16, 17. The Bagford BaUads, eiilwd ty the Rov, J. W. ] 

M.A. Tart 1 (I8Tfi), Va.TU 2 and 3 (1877), Prtrt 4 (1878) ; f- — 

.\mi.n[ln Group (18H0). 

la Prrpar/itioH, ali iki Ballads Anting *«« ei>pU4, 

Tha BoiliurKhe Balladg. With ahurt Kutes by the Rev. J. W. EnsiM 

!',iijil 10, TorlBSl. 
The Civil War and PtoteoUufcto 'SaWt&x. ■a&^^^>^ * 




I .ni c t V s-atit 
a ©nc-Cc):t yrinF 

;h;uiccr's IHiitoit poi^ms, 

rUE rAEALLEL-TEXT EDITION, etc., 

(--nil IIAN1IV <.'9E uv KDiTona a:<d bbuikks, 

I'lIKIU'liiCK J. rURNlTALU 
PAllT II. 

\-[. }Mh;- ■■/ <i-,l. Imm i'liilliii[ia MM. 

VII. AwM<i anil Aivifi: U-om nurkiuii MS. 7333 (Bliirley). 

I VIII. yA-^/i..™--r4.'/f, I«.m('siiil.ri<lgBMSnr.'"3. 21. 

iX. Adam A'f'h-riifr. froni'MS. It.J.ao (Shirley-j). Trin, Cot]. I.ibi 

X. Til- ":■'.- .-r I .' r..,,.,. |.-.,;.f„. m-; m Mi..,ll. r,tbr.). 

XI. '■■ iniv. Ms. (ig. (, : 

XII. ■/',. 



>!l fii .S[riuw»7 frnui MS.Gg. 4, 27, Univ, Lilir.^ i.'nttrtif. 
',„,,,■, ,.,- Ilxll.".. rron. FuirfciCTHaifl. Bc^l.Litir. 
■ ■ 1 ■, .UIiinole"MS. :.!t, lliail. Libr. * 

- MS. .^il>litk-<i»l"l(Mt^i Itrii'ixh'MiigeuDi, 

. . ii.i tbo Hiirltiun M«. 7333, ShitJ^y's. or coyieil 

K"-'j jii.!ii^l[,-^. li, :i. 21, Cntijbriilga rniverBily I.ibrnry. 
(•..VrKin f nlrfax MS. IS, .DutllKiiut Mlinii7. 



nrBLffiirr Fon tub cnxrcicn soctety 
T'S, '^!i&B^ER & CO.. 57 & 59, LU.DGATE JUhh. 





CIjc Cijaucct Socutij. 

■ • " " ■ Sqimre, T 

uiiil, Fin^bury l><iik. N. 

THE CHAUCEK SOCIETY'S PUBLICATIONS. 
'i'udii bimour to Cbacceb, nad to lot the lover«aiid students lit lititi sfpImiv fm 
iinnt unpriuti^ UnnuBcriptB of bis varkii differdfroin the pTinlud tcxtc. lUi^ S-:': 
win fuiuideil in 1808. There were tbeo. and are still, many qtuwtiuns of "ii'irc, f 
niiiifiiitiDn, Qrthogniphr, and etymolo^ J'el to ts settled, for which limit inmi- 
M;uinHi;n[il9 were and Hie want^ ; ajtd it ia baldly too mucli ti> Buy thnt t'^ rrv ] 
nf Cbaucer voutains points thut need reoontidoratiMi. Tho founder (Mr 1 iiiii'iui 
iHigan with TJu CaiiUrinr^ Tnlii. and haa grivm af them (In pHrullt'l i'iiI:liiii> 
lloysl 4to) aix af tbe beat tbervtufore unprinted MtmuBoripte known. Irju^murli 
the parallel arrangemtnit neresMtaled tbe elteralioa of \he places of ruA-\ 



ofitj 






\ f.ill 



rre); the HengnM (by leova of W. W V . W : : • r 
UnEv. Libr,, MS Ob- *. 27; the CofpuB, Oxford; 111! lMv...|.i. ■ i. 
Irif.mfiuld) : and iheLanadnwneBSl (Brit. Mux, )' I''' )''' i . : i '. 

Of CliBUtur'K Minor Poeina,— the MfiS of wbieb n r . ■ ■^■■n.; ,iK ! ,■, . ii , ■,-! 

SISK (,t ibo Canlerbiirv Tnlea,— nil the avaiUble MSH hnve li.j.'U priiinij si, a. n. 
»>«il1'e nil tbe DxfHfiiig evidenee for llie tme text. 

'I'be Corn' fn,m tbe best MS, and the Troilta FaruUcl-Text Uotn the 3 best MSS. 
m\- niiw ueurlj nil in type. 

'I'ri ecYurii the Hdelity and unifurm Irebtmout uf tbe leits, Mr F. J. FumivaD Inn 
rtad and will read all with their MSS. 

Tbe Society's publioatiinis uto iKsued iu tvu Series, uF whioli (be tirst contains tli> 

diSerent leita of Cbauoer' b worka ; and the Second, suah url^iuala of and nuwy* <>a 

tbene as can be proonred, with other illustrnliva treatisea, and Supplementary Tnla. 

FIRST SERIES. _ 

Tbe SoDietj's isBue for IBBS, in the Fi»t SuIm, U, 

I. The Prulogiie and Knigbt'a Tale, gf the Cnnterbuiy Talca, in , 

Texts (from the HSS uiuiiGa boliivr), mfcretber with Tnbteii. shoiri ., 
Groups of tbe Tales, and their varying older in 38 MSS of th« Tak«,M 
in S uld printed edltluna, and atw, Siiedniens fnim scverHl MSS iif u 
"MoveabteProlosuoa" of Ihe Cant -•■■■— ■"■■'" ""'■■ "" 
and Franklin's Ptulogne.— wbcn m _ . . 
SubsUtutes for them. (Tbe Sii-Toil, Part I.) 
tl. The Prelngue and Knigbt'a Talc Truiii Ibo Rtlesmero MS. 

III. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ Hon^rl „ 154 

IV. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ Cunibridge „ Ok- *. V 
„ „ ,. „ Corpus ,, Oxford 



VI. 



Theie 









le Teita fonninfc- Part I o( llio 
e for 1S69, in the Flnt fieriai, ia. 



851 



(-'I'ext edition.} 



Vlll. The Miller's, Rceve'e, and Cook's Tales: Elluamere MS.T 
IX. „ „ „ „ „ „ Hongwrt „ I 

X „ „ „ „ Caiubridee „ I A|.|iondJi 

XI. „ „ „ „ „ „ Corpus „ f '•Chu.wlyi 
XII. „ „ „ , Petivurtb „ ^^wn »» " 

XIII. „ „ „ „ „ „ Lanedo*no„ J 
(separate issues of tbe Tests forming tbo Six-Text, Fart II, No. XIV.) 

The issue for IBTO, in tbe First Series, is, 

XIV. Tbe Miller's, Resvo'a, and Cook's Talea, with an Appeiidii ut the Spni 

Tale of Oonielyn, in 6 paraUel Tests. (Sii-Tcit, Part 11.) 
The issue for IBTl, in tbe Tint Sniei, is, 
XV. Tbo Man of Law's, Sbipman's, and Prioniss's Tales, with Chanoer's own 
Tale of Sir Thctpaa, in 6 parallol Texts from the MSS above naiKed, and Id 
ooloured drawings of Tellers of Tales, after the origmals iu tho Kllosinero -MS. 
XVI. The Man of LaVs TuLj, from tbe Elleamere MS. 
XVU. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ Cambridge MS. 

XVIII. „ „ „ „ , Corpus MS, 

XIX. Tbe Shipumn'a, FrioresK's, and Man of Law's Tales', from the Petwarth Uliw 
XX. The Hanoi Law's Tale, fruni tbe Lansdowne MS. 
teach with woodoatsot IouitoeivaiowaigBiA'Se\Vt»o\'\Bie»™'OD.e's»«Kffl>i!»M 




Sirtelor: F.J. Fl'liNlv*u„ Esq., 3, SI Gcorgfi's Sqimre, I,oiidon, N.W. 

Trttinirer: II, B. Wheatlkv, Kbq., 5, Miuford Gardens. West KaiBiuetun Fnr 

Hon. Sec. : W. A. Dalzibl, Esq,, 67, Viflloria Rd., Finsbury Park, Londun 

Baakera: Tub Umon Bane or London, Bond Office, Frmcee Slroet, E 

Publithei-s : N. TRUBNEa and Co., ST & OS, Ludgate HiU, Luudon, i 

Tha Esrly En^lieh Teit Society was startad by Mr Fumivall in 1864 for tl 
purpoBe of bringing the masA of Old EDi^liah Literatnrv witJiin tbs reach, of Q 
ordinary atudent, and of wiping uw'ay the roproaoli under which England had long 
rUBled, uf haviitf; felt little int«roKI in the niDnmnents of her early life lUid hmgnage. 

The E. E. T. Suo. dcvirun Co print in its Origiiud Series the whole of uur nnpiintod 
MS literature ; and in iln Estra Siries to leprint in careful editions aU that is moirt 
valuable of printed MSS and early printed b<H>kB. 

The Socipty hu» issued to its Bubwribera 107 Teita, most of Ihem of great interest -, 
--KI muc^h »i> iudr^ tliHt Ilio piiblicJiliiiiiH uf its first two yean have been reprinted, 
»ud Ibiiiw f;,r itB third year, 1866, will follow. 

The Subscriptian is £\ U. a yair [and £1 la. (Large Paper, £2 12«. U.) sdditionni 
for the EX.TI1A SeuiEs], due in advance un the Ist of Janlaxy, and ahould bo pu' ' 
uither to the Society's Account at the Head Office of the Union Bank of Londo 
PrincaB Street, E.C., or by Money Order (riiiulo payable at the Chief Office, LondoL 
lu the Hon. Seoretary, Mr W. A. Dai^lel, 67, Victuriit Itoad, Finebury Pari 
London, N. 

In tht Original Series, the Publhalioni for 1870 ore :— 

71. THE LAY FOLK'S MASS-BOOK, four ImIs, ed. Hev.Canun S 

72. PALLADIUS ON HU8B0NURIE, englisht (nb. U:iO A.i),|, P 

S. J. HEfLHTAQG, B.A. St. 

Thonefof 188D Kill Ac .•— 



MERLIN, Part IV, contMnitig Prefape, Index, nnd Qlussary. Ed. H. B. WueatlBiI 
CATHOLICON ANGLICUM, ed. 8, J. HsuitTAOE, B.A. [Al Frem. ' 

BEOWULF, the unique MS. autotyped and trannliterat«d, cd. Prof. Ztm 
KINQ ALFRED'S 0R0SIU8, from Lunt Tollemacbe's Qtb century H8., ed. 1 

Sweet, M.A. [At Prcin. 
ANGLO-SAXON METRICAL LIVES OF SAINTIS, in MS. Cott. Jul. E » 

ed. Hev. Piuf. W. W. Seeat. M.A, [Al Frtm. 
PIERS PLOWMAN: Notw, GlosiMiry, So. Part II, cd. Raw. Fmf. Skfat.M.A. 
THE EARLIEST ANGLO-SAXON AND ENOLISH GLOSSES, CHABTERfl 

&c., ed. Ht. Sweet, M.A, [At Fresn. 
OAWAYNE POEMS, ed. F. J. Vii-ak. M.A. 
WILLIAM OP NASSINGTON'S MIRROR OF LIFE. ed. S. J. IlEltUTAiiK. B.A 
ALL THE EARLY ENOLISH VERSE LIVES OF SAINTS, ed. Dr. r 

PILGRIMAGE OF THE LYF OF MANHODE, in the Northern Diatucl, «i 

8. J. Hebbtage, B.A. 
ANGLO-SAXON AND EARLY ENGLISH PSALTERS, ed. W. Ai.dS 

Wkicht, M.A.. and J, Woou. 
EARLY ENGLISH HOMILIES, 13tfa uenturv, ed. Rev. Dr. H. Muuii 
THE RULE OF ST. BENET: 6 Texts, Anplo- Salon, Early English, Caitoa 

£o., ed. Rav. Dr. B. Mo»ai». ^ 

CURSORMUNDL Part VI. IntroductionandOlossary.ed. Hev. Dr. H. Mobi 
In the Exlra S^lia, tie FiAtieatimt for 1879 are .— 

XXXIII, GESTA ROMANORUM (englisht ah. I«0), ed. S. J. Herhtaoe. B.i 

XXXIV. THE CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES: — 1. SIR FERUMBR,'" 
from the Anbniolo MS. 33, ed. S. J. Urbutaqe, B.A. l&t. 

ra«e/or 1880 arc. ■— 
CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES. 2, SIR OTUEL, kc, ed. 8. J. Heubtace, B.i 
ANOTHER ALLITERATIVE ROMANCE OF ALEXANDER, ed. Rev. I ' 
W. W. Skeat, M.A., and J. H. Hkbselm, E^. 

HARBOURS BRUCE, od. Rev. W. 'W. Sxeai. Part IV. 

THE TAILL OF RAUF COLYEAB, od. Dr. J. A. H. MillttAY. 

GUY OF WARWICK ^ uaniUol tOKts ; b 11th cent, or Anchiideok MS. venuonl 

b ISai cent, or CaiUB Coll. MS.), edited by Prof. Zupitza. Part 1. 
ROBERT OF BRUNNE'S UANDLYNO SYNNE, All. 1303, ed. F. 
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THE CIUUCBil SOCIETY'S PDBLIl 
To do faanam la Cttivcnn, «nd to tet the hiveta and Ktu'i' 
lw*t iiiLprinlfd MannBcriptB of hta iruAfi ditferd (roin lln 

VTM fuunded in 1868. Theiv wero then, and are ctilL i 

iiunciatlim, urthogrmpliy. uid etjjaiilogv yet to be sstlli'^i. 
MnnuKcripta vero and are warned; and it is hardly torn i<< 
uf ChauKT oontiuns pojnti thai Deed n>tynuidentia&. T 1 1 
Ih^Iui with Tie CtHteriury Tala, and hw> ^rm of Ih< r. 
Kuyal llo] ni d[ tha b«t thoretoton nnprinted MiuiU!^i'^ i 
the panllel unuigcniHnl neoawitated the altunitjun i>f lli' 
numeor ths MSS, a print of mch 918 hiu been iaautd (c[.> 
■iMts HriKioal. The Sntcix MSS printed have tieoo : I)l< 
Vm\ <A BlleoiuTe) ; the Heagurt (hj l«i'*i> of W, W. V, ^ 
Univ. libr., MS Gg. i. 37: "he Corpiia. Oxford; the 1 ■ 
IJ«^uoBdd): andtheLanMuwneSSI (Ilnt.MuK.). Th- i 
Of Chaupor* Minor Povnis,— the MSS cf which Bfi' ^" 
MSS uf Iho Cantarbar; Tales,— si) the avaiUbIn USS h. 



II the vxiKiinfr <^< 



it MS, ai 




of Iho toxta, Mr V. 3. Fi 



'I'u Ktiaa the Qdelity and unitorm ti 
ruiil and will ruwl all with Iheir MSS. 

The Sooietjr'a publicatiuna are iviud in two Soriw, nf whifh the flnrt (HminlM lb 
different tcxtn uf Cbaurei'ii wiitIh; und th« Setuiud, meb uHKinolH of and (<suv>ui 
th«a ae can be prucurud, with othor illiuttutivo tmtiaoe, nnd SupplunimtBr/ TaUt. 
riEST SERIES. 
The Sodetj'i iune for 1188, in the Tint Serin, is, 

I. The Pniloinie and KniKbt'j- Tale, uf the Canterhiirv Tnloi, In 6 panHH 

Tella (from the 6 MSS named beluw), together wilt '1-«I)1h8, iiIii>wii 

GroupEof the Tiilrn, and ili.-ir v.irjii]^' unl.T in 38 MSS of thu T«l 



"Woveabli* !'. 
and Franiliii 
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CiUnbriilKo „ 


Gff.*. 


Corpus ,. 


OKfMd 


PetworiU „ 




Lnnndowno „ 




Sii-Tolt ediliOTi.) 






Heupwrl „ 


. 




Ai;« 
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Pet worth „ 





XI. „ „ „ „ ,, 

XII. „ „ „ „ „ 

XIII. „ „ „ LiUi6di.wn6 .. J 

(sBponilo iBBuea of the Teits forming the Six-Test, Part 11, No. XIV,) 

The issue for 1870, iu the rjrit BeriM, is, 

XIV. The Miller's, Heove's, and Cu^ik's Tales, with an Appentlix of thafl 

Tale of Oaraelyn, in fi paniUel Teita. (Six-Tea^ Pan IL) * 

Tile issue for IBTl, In the Pint Sariei, n. 
XV. The Man of Law's. Shipman's, and Friuresa's Tales, with C, 
TiiIb of Sir Thopas, in B pnraliei Texts from the MSS above a_ 
coloured drawings of Tollers of Tales, after the orieinala in the Bll( 
XVI. The Man of Law's Tale, bum the Ellosmere MS. 
XVII, „ „ „ „ „ ,, „ CambridfeMS. 
XVIII, „ „ „ „ „ ,. ' „ Corpus MS. 

XIX. ThoShipn)an's,Priore8s'B, and Man of Law's Tales, frumthoP 
XX. The Man of Law's TalB.framtlui LanfLaoi.Tie MS. 
leioh with woodcuts ol iomleen 4TaTiiiJ5»*>^"t^«*«l.'^iCiK» w 



